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ORGANIZATION
Conference organizers:

• Queer Geography, z. s. (main organizer) www.queergeography.cz
• Charles University, Faculty of Science, Department of Social Geography and Regional Development (host 
institution) www.natur.cuni.cz
• Czech Geographical Society (host organization) www.geography.cz/

General partners:

• Space Sexualities and Queer Research Group  
 (SSQRG) of the Royal Geographical Society (RGS)  
 with the Institute of British Geographers (IBG) 
• Gilead Sciences s.r.o. supported this event in the  
 form of donation grant

Supporters:

• Primeros Prague a.s.

Conference dates:     26-28th September, 2019
Website:       2019.egsconference.com 
Conference venue:      Charles University, Faculty of Science
Members of the local organizing committee:

Michal Pitoňák   (Queer Geography, National Institute of Mental Health)
Jana Kropáčková   (Queer Geography)
Lukáš Pitoňák   (Queer Geography)
Lucie Pospíšilová   (Charles University, Department of Social Geography and Regional Development)
Kamila Klingorová   (Charles University, Department of Social Geography and Regional Development)
Ondřej Šerý   (Masaryk University, Department of Geography)
Pavel Doboš   (Masaryk University, Department of Geography)

Members of the international scientific committee:

Rita Béres-Deák   (independent researcher, Hungary)
Marianne Blidon   (Université Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne, France)
Kath Browne   (Maynooth University, Ireland)
Valerie De Craene   (Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium)
Cesare Di Feliciantonio  (University of Leicester, United Kingdom)
Eduarda Ferreira   (CICS.NOVA; Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Portugal)
Jennifer Fluri   (University of Colorado-Boulder, USA)
Kaciano Gadelha   (Universidade Federal do Ceará, Brazil)
Phil Hubbard   (King’s College London, United Kingdom)
Jan Simon Hutta   (University of Bayreuth, Germany)
Jose A. Langarita Adiego  (University of Girona, Spain)
Maarten Loopmans  (Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium)
Roberto Kulpa   (independent researcher)
Jenny Künkel   (Goethe University Frankfurt am Main, Germany)
Chen Misgav   (Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Israel)
Michal Pitoňák   (Queer Geography, National Institute of Mental Health; ind. researcher)
Joseli Maria Silva   (State University of Ponta Grossa, Brazil)
Lukasz Szulc   (London School of Economics and Political Science, United Kingdom)
Katalin Ráhel Turai  (Central European University, Hungary)
Veronika Valkovičová  (Comenius University in Bratislava, Slovakia)
Paulo Jorge Viera   (University of Lisbon, Portugal)
Thomas Wimark   (Stockholm University, Sweden)
Martin Zebracki   (University of Leeds, United Kingdom)
Maria Rodó de Zárate  (Open University of Catalonia)

All abstracts have been reviewed by members of the international scientific committee or by organizers of 
the independently organized sessions. 
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ABOUT THE CONFERENCE
The first European Geographies of Sexualities conference (EGSC) took place in Brussels 
(2011) and it was also the first time when we learned that this conference is, in fact, a global 
conference having its name derived from the region where it is organized and not by or for 
whom. The second conference took place in Lisbon (2013), the third one in Rome (2015), and 
the fourth one in Barcelona (2017).

Based on the collective nomination reached by the members of the EGSC international 
scientific committee in Barcelona, accepted by Michal Pitoňák; the fifth conference is 
organized in Prague by non-governmental organization Queer Geography with support of 
Charles University (Faculty of Science) and Czech geographical society (ČGS). We are thankful 
to all partners for allowing us to continue with the tradion of this biennial event.

This year’s conference aims to continue with the dynamic, diverse, and international 
development of research that intersects not only with diverse sexualities and genders but 
also with other axes of human difference. Our conference invites scholars, professionals, 
activists, and other interested participants who work across multiple scholarly disciplines or 
geographical contexts. 

We strive to create a respectful space for open debate and discussion. The local organizing 
committee is delighted that this conference proceedings includes contributions from 158 
scholars coming from 36 countries around the globe. 

Michal Pitoňák 

(on behalf of the local organizing committee)

#EGSCPrague
www.fb.me/EGSConference

2019.egsconference.com
info@egsconference.com
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THE GENERAL CONFERENCE CALL 
FOR ABSTRACTS

OVERCOMING HEGEMONIES AND HIERARCHIES: TOWARDS A MORE 
HORIZONTAL AND TRANSNATIONAL GEOGRAPHIES OF SEXUALITIES

Many authors now recognize existing Anglophone and Eurocentric epistemological hegemonies (Blažek & Rochovská, 
2006; Brown & Browne, 2016, Kulpa & Silva, 2016) as well as racial, class and gender privilege in the production of 
knowledge (Taylor 2013; Johnston 2018). However, we have been less concrete in identifying actual barriers and stayed 
largely silent about the actual ways, tools and/or courageous visions by which it would be possible to overcome and/or 
deconstruct these barriers (Kulpa & Silva, 2016; Timár & G.Fekete, 2010; Tlostanova, 2014). Silencing subjects, ridiculing 
themes and studies, restricting access to resources, and perpetuating language fetishism are only a few examples of 
how these hierarchies are played out. Despite the acknowledgments, the hegemony of this knowledge production 
continues to have a substantial impact on the shape of (not only European) discourses and power relations within 
feminist, gender, sexuality, and queer studies.

If we narrow the broad field of geographies of sexualities to the Anglo-American academia, then we can say that it is 
established and represents a rich field of inquiry (Bell and Valentine 1995; Browne, Lim, and Brown 2007; Johnston and 
Longhurst 2008). We have also seen significant advancements of the sub-field in different contexts beyond Anglo-
American academia (Sibalis 2004; BASSDA 2006; Ferreira and Salvador 2014; Silva and Vieira 2014). However, it is 
safe to say that the sexuality scholarship as such remains largely “Western-oriented,” both methodologically and 
discursively.

Until today, only limited attention has been given to geographies of sexualities in “other,” or rather “othered” contexts 
and regions such as Central and Eastern Europe, Central Asia, and many more (Kulpa and Mizielinska 2011; Stella 
2013; Navickaitė 2014; Szulc 2018). We need to ask ourselves why we are not interested in these contexts that may lay 
outside of (y)our “interest-zones,” “comfort-zones,” “language-proficiency-zones,” etc. Why do we not seek geographies 
of sexualities from different vantage points, empowering fellow scholars “elsewhere”? Disempowerment may be 
based upon various power-relations involving “old” discussions within academia regarding qualitative/quantitative, 
objective/subjective, essentialist/constructionist that perhaps aim to police disciplinary boundaries, hierarchize the 
proper from improper ways of doing geography (Browne & Nash 2018). When some scholars feel urged to seek and 
“police,” what they believe to be proper and/or “true” subject matter of geography. 

Consequently, questions and discussions regarding disciplinarity of geography, in/appropriateness or out-of-
placeness of geographies of sexualities as well as feminist and/or gender geographies should receive more attention. 
Those who did succeed with their “fight for recognition” are encouraged to share their stories and those who still do 
need to be empowered by others, regardless of the various national or academic boundaries. Learning from each 
other and seeking new ways in which we can help each other may give birth to new types of collaborations and new 
types of solidarities. The “old” discussions are not the only obstacles that need to be resisted, we have also experienced 
the dawn of “new” barriers and “new” strategies by which feminist, queer or sexuality studies are resisted or even 
threatened. We can see this trend both from within and outside academia, from various academic hoax cases to the 
recent ban of gender studies, in Hungary, which all pose new challenges that lie in front of all of us.

This conference invites scholars from various and diverse parts of the world to participate including those that have so 
far felt excluded, disempowered, evened-out or simply ignored – let us come together and find strength and support 
in mutual learning and exchange!
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• “disciplinarity of geography”, “in/appropriateness” or “out-of-
placeness” of geographies of sexualities as well as feminist and/or 
gender geographies;

• interdisciplinarity, transdisciplinarity, or post-disciplinarity 
of geographies, center-periphery discursive dynamics, 
methodological nationalism;

• “othered” regions, vantage points, decolonizing “Western” 
geographies of sexualities and feminist geographies;

• re-historicizing, re-contextualizing post- and pre-socialist, post- 
and pre-communist, post- and pre-secular; post/de-colonial;

• language barriers, locating sexualities scholarship “beyond 
translation”, approaching concepts lost in translation;

• empowering disempowered individuals and groups;
• job insecurity, precarization of scholars, academic transnational 

mobility;
• intersections between academia and/or activism;
• reactions to heteroactivism, anti-feminism, right-wing populism, 

extremism;
• new types of collaborations and new types of solidarities;
• queer theories, queer epistemologies;
• intersections of gender and sexualities;
• heteronormativity, heterosexism, homophobia and stigma;
• sexual citizenship, the geopolitics of sexualities, 

homonationalism(s), LGBT rights and obligations, privileges and 
traditions;

• queer migrations, queering beyond urban/rural, center/periphery 
divides;

• queer knowledge beyond the Anglo-American world;
• rainbow family, traditional family, procreation, queer 

demographics;
• sex work and sex tourism pornographies and sexual imaginations;
• regional traditions of naturism;
• intersections between sexualities, (public) health, illness, and 

policies;
• sexualities and disabilities;
• queering epidemiology, syndemics of HIV

 

ABSTRACTS OF PAPERS AND SESSIONS ON, BUT NOT RESTRICTED TO, THE FOLLOWING TOPICS WERE 
INVITED FOR CONSIDERATION:
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INVITED SPEAKERS AND THEIR 
KEYNOTE ADDRESSES  

FIRST KEYNOTE SPEAKER

JUDIT TIMÁR
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Hungary

Day:     Thursday, 26th September
Location and time:    VG, 9:30 - 10:30 
Discussants:    Michal Pitoňák and Gilly Hartal

STRUGGLES OF FEMINIST GEOGRAPHY AGAINST CHANGING HEGEMONIES IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE

The relatively short history of feminist geography in Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) has been the history of a 
continuous struggle against hegemony. This presentation strives to present how spaces of feminist geography are 
shaped in the ever-changing context of power relations both inside and outside the academia in this region. I rely on 
various conceptions of space in order that the process of the above-mentioned struggle can be understood. Of the 
relational conceptions of space, it is Massey’s conception (1994), born out of feminist critique and, especially, Rose’s 
„paradoxical space“ (1993) that can be instrumental in my analysis. Recommended by Rose as a means of fighting 
masculinist exclusionary discourses, the conception of space assuming the positive nature of otherness describes a 
space where feminist geographers work both „within and against“ the discipline. However, I argue that this paradox 
identified on the basis of Anglo-American experience cannot describe the social context of feminist geography 
evolving in former socialist countries fully. Nor can it describe the ever-changing context of „within and against“, not 
to mention trends and developments in external and internal hegemony.

Contrary to the comparison of „socialist“ against „post-socialist“, I stress continuous change. I believe that, with the 
impacts of hegemony taken into account, as regards Hungary, at least three conspicuous periods can be highlighted. 
The CEE region is far from being homogeneous. Therefore, identifying stages in Hungary is just an example and serves 
as a case study. The impact of the political regime change on the evolvement of feminist geography was palpable there 
after a relatively short period. Nation state politics negated even the existence of the gender issue (inequalities) during 
the era of state socialism. Gender research did not stand a chance. Democratisation and the evolvement of feminist 
movements in the early 1990s offered a different context for the fight for recognition. However, mainstream geography 
remained conservative and strove to exclude gender research saying that „It is not geography“. Recentralisation and 
current increasingly authoritarian politics in Hungary all but ban not only feminist research arguing that „It is not 
science“, but also any other approach of social sciences that may pose a threat to the current political regime. This 
reflects such concentration of power that makes gender studies (and, hence, feminist geography) go back to square 
one, i.e. the current situation can easily be characterised by means of the concept of „curved space“ that modern 
physics addressing the idea of „spacetime“ proposes.

This „trajectory of development“ varies from one CEE country to the next. However, the fight against hegemony and 
for acknowledgement is something that the CEE region as a whole has in common. Furthermore, the state socialist 
practice of knowledge production and some of its consequences are also shared experience. Therefore, sharing old 
and new experience is an important condition of solidarity, which is an indispensable took of fight against hegemony, 
and which is also the subject-matter of a more detailed train of thoughts in this presentation.

Keywords: feminist geography, hegemony, power relations, Central and Eastern Europe



13

Bionote: 

Judit Timár is a senior research fellow at the Centre for Economic and Regional Studies of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in Békéscsaba and an associate 
professor at the Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest. Her research interest focuses on gentrification/displacement, socio-spatial marginalization and 
gendered spaces of post-socialism. She has also been working on the peculiarities of knowledge production especially in critical and feminist geographies 
in East-Central Europe. From 2007 until 2010, she was a co-editor of European Urban and Regional Studies and serves on several editorial boards (e.g. Inter-
national E-Journal for Critical Geographies, 2002−2004; Gender, Place and Culture 2006−2010), and as a co-editor of a book series of New Geographies of 
Europe (Palgrave Macmillan). Judit Timár co-edited the first special issue on feminist and critical geographies in Hungary. She participated in international 
research groups studying women’s representation in local policy-making and in the labour market, regional differences in women’s entrepreneurship and 
gendered migration processes. From 1997 until 2004, she was an appointed full member of the International Geographical Union, Gender and Geography 
Committee, and she was a co-organizer of the first international conference held in East-Central Europe under the aegis of this Committee. Judit was a 
Steering Committee member of the International Group of Critical Geographers (2002−2015) and the local organizer of the 3rd IGCG conference held in 
2012 in Békéscsaba, Hungary.
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SECOND KEYNOTE LECTURE

ALEXANDER KONDAKOV 
Aleksanteri Institute University of Helsinki, Finland

Day:     Thursday, 26th September
Location and time:    VG, 18:00 - 19:00 
Discussant:    Gavin Brown

NODES OF VIOLENCE: VIOLENT SPACES BEYOND PUBLIC AND PRIVATE DICHOTOMY

Many critical efforts have been applied to question clear-cut divide between public and private spaces, especially 
in feminist and Marxist literature on gender and sexuality. The liberal notion of space as necessarily split between 
public and private domains to sustain current versions of justice, democracy, and freedom have been criticised for 
reproduction of gender inequalities, sexual violence, or general system of oppression that supports patriarchal, 
able-bodied, and straight vision of the public. Although this critique is informative, it might also be less germane 
to locations outside of liberal democratic contexts. Post-Soviet situation gives new perspectives on space due to the 
specific historical development of this geographical and political site. What are those new theoretical and practical 
conversations that could be started by bringing in post-Soviet perspective into the discussion of space and sexuality?

At the dawn of post-Soviet statehood in the beginning of the 1990s, space was restructured to combat Soviet policies 
of intervention into citizens’ individual affairs and to produce privacy, a shelter from the outside hostilities. However, 
my current research of hate crime in Russia shows that this ‘shelter’ turned out to be a place of heated debates 
leading to violent assaults that feature most vicious forms of violence: multiple stabbing, torture to death, and even 
cannibalism. Contrary to usual assumptions, private spaces are violent spaces just like public spaces are, too. Thus, 
instead of approaching space within a binary logic of public and private, I propose to study what makes any space 
a violent space. What are those crucial elements that build a spatial situation heading towards a violent resolution? 
How do these different elements – sexuality, masculinity, secrecy, etc. – combine to erupt violence? Does looking at 
spaces as nodes where these elements intersect change our understanding of violent spaces? I address these questions 
by examining hundreds of crimes against queer populations in Russia that are registered by the Russian courts in 
2011-2016.

Keywords: violence, queer, private and public spaces, nodes, Russia

Bionote:

Alexander Kondakov, PhD, is a researcher at the Aleksanteri Institute (University of Helsinki, Finland) and an associate of the Centre for Gender, Feminisms 
and Sexualities (University College Dublin, Ireland). He is also an editor for the Journal of Social Policy Studies published by the Higher School of Economics 
in Moscow, Russia. For a decade, Kondakov’s work has been primarily focused on law and sexuality studies, more specifically on queer sexualities and sex 
work regulation in Russia. His latest research looks at violence against queer people in Russia in the aftermath of the “propaganda of homosexuality” bill 
signed into law in 2013. He has published numerous articles in Sexualities, Social and Legal Studies, and Feminist Legal Studies among others.
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THIRD KEYNOTE LECTURE

MARIA RODÓ DE ZÁRATE 
Open University of Catalonia, Spain

Day:     Friday, 27th September
Location and time:    VG, 9:00 - 10:00 
Discussants:    Valerie De Craene 
      and Alessandro Boussalem

THE RIGHT TO SPACE: HETERONORMATIVITY, INTERSECTIONAL (DIS)COMFORTS AND INEQUALITIES

Geographies of sexualities have mainly focused on the examination of LGTBQ lives and non-normative sexualities. 
However, it is fundamental to critically examine heterosexualities to make the inequalities caused by heteronormativity 
visible. Here I will develop the concept of the Right to Space to examine the ways in which privilege and oppression in 
relation to sexual orientation are lived in the everyday spaces. Through the new digital tool of the Relief Maps model 
(www.reliefmaps.cat), that allows for qualitative and quantitative analysis and visualization of power dynamics from 
an intersectional, emotional and geographic perspective, I analyze the experiences of 88 diverse young people (14 to 
16 years old) from four different cities in the Barcelona province, Catalonia. I consider their intersectional positions 
in relation to their gender, sexual orientation, origin, religion, nationality and age to comparatively examine their 
feelings of (dis)comfort caused by heteronormativity at home, high school, public space and social networks and 
its uneven effects for normative and dissident sexualities. I argue that the Right to Space should be considered as a 
fundamental right that goes beyond the mere access or appropriation of a space: it is the right to feel comfortable 
in the everyday spaces and implies an emotional fit and a lack of awareness or worry about one’s position in a place. 

Keywords: heterosexualities; intersectionality; place; youth; Catalonia

Bionote: 

Maria Rodó de Zárate holds a PhD in Geography from the Autonomous University of Barcelona. She is currently post-doctoral fellow in the GENTIC research 
group of the Open University of Catalonia. Her main research fields are feminist geographies, geographies of sexualities and of youth, with a special focus on 
intersectionality theory and the development of new methodologies for working on it such as the Relief Maps, now as a digital tool (www.reliefmaps.cat). 
In 2012 she received the Gender, Place and Culture Award for New and Emerging Scholars. She has been a visiting research fellow at the Graduate Center of 
the City University of New York (United States), Universidade Estadual de Ponta Grossa (Brazil) and University College Dublin (Ireland).
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FOURTH KEYNOTE LECTURE

PHIL HUBBARD 
King’s College London, United Kingdom

Day:     Saturday, 28th September
Location and time:    VG, 9:00 - 10:00 
Discussants:    Chen Misgav and Cecilia Nessi

TOWARDS A QUEER URBANISM

In this keynote lecture I reflect on the changing nature of sexualities research in geography over the last quarter 
century by considering the particular ways it has enhanced debates concerning the nature of contemporary cities. 
Noting that until the 1980s, few in urban studies paid any attention to the importance of sexuality in the production 
and consumption of urban space, I will argue that since this time research in sexuality and space has not simply 
added empirical nuance to studies of contemporary cities, but has offered important critiques of the way that cities 
are theorised and understood. Arguing that a queer perspective does not simply entail the mapping of LGBT+ lifestyles 
and identities in space, but must represent a more fundamental problematisation of the heteronormative production 
of urban spatiality, in this keynote I want to offer a number of observations about the way that queer theory has 
challenged urban theory, suggesting that the former cannot – and should not – be assimilated by the latter. Instead, 
I argue for an ‘unruly’ queer urbanism that continually challenges the categorical segmentations and assumptions 
of universality that continue to afflict urban theory, posing important questions about scale, agency, and materiality 
in the process. In making this argument, I will draw on my research on the making of (world) cities, including recent 
projects on urban securitization, regulation and law in Rio de Janeiro and London.

Keywords: cities, queer spaces, urban theory, urban political ecology, sex work

Bionote: 

Phil Hubbard is Professor of Urban Studies at King’s College London. Over 25 years his work has engaged with issues of urban inclusion and exclusion with 
particular reference to the marginalisation of queer identities in the city. This has been especially evident in a string of publications concerning the urban 
regulation of sex work in Europe and beyond. His work has hence made important connections between queer and urban theory, showing that such studies 
of sexuality and space need to encompass examination of heterosexualities in the plural. His publications include ‘Sex and the city: geographies of prostituti-
on in the urban West’ (Ashgate, 1999, reprinted by Routledge 2019) and ‘Cities and Sexualities’ (Routledge, 2011).
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FIFTH KEYNOTE LECTURE

JOANNA MIZIELIŃSKA 
Polish Academy of Sciences, Poland

Day:     Saturday, 28th September
Location and time:    VG, 17:30 - 18:30 
Discussants:    Christian Klesse and Agnès Chetaille

QUEER KINSHIP BEYOND THE PINK CURTAIN

Studies on queer kinship and families often centre on Anglophone Western context leaving other geo-political 
locations under-researched. For instance, many books on queer families and parenthood published nowadays 
analyze their situation after marriage-period. Although they present interesting and diverse findings, they still lack 
perspectives of those countries, like Poland, where same-sex marriage or partnership is a highly contested option, 
probably not available for queer people in the nearest future. In result, we still know very little about familial and 
relational lives of non- heterosexual people in a majority part of the world, particularly those from Central and Eastern 
Europe. 

During my lecture I will draw on findings from the first extensive multi-method study on queer families in Poland called 
“Families of choice in Poland” (PI: Joanna Mizielinska, 2013-2016) to unveil diverse ways in which non-heterosexual 
people “do” and “display” their families (Morgan, 2011; Finch, 2007) in a very specific non-Anglo-American context 
and how diverse factors influencing their choices are intertwined. I seek to answer the following questions: What is 
the role of a particular local context in shaping non-heterosexual reproductive plans and the employed strategies 
of becoming/being a queer parent? Or being recognised as a family? What forms of visibility and support do non-
heterosexuals seek or try to secure, and what kind of strategies they devise to sidestep the law and social prejudices? 
What other factors influence their daily experience of doing families? On chosen findings from the fieldwork, I want to 
reveal how living realities of queer families in Poland sometimes contest Western theories of same-sex intimacies and 
relationships and demonstrate how theoretical tools developed in different geo-temporal context need to be tailored 
to the mundane and ordinary experience of queer relations beyond the pink curtain. Social factors that have an 
impact on family and intimate life of non-heterosexual people are deeply embedded in the local context and shaped 
by specific understandings of what it means to build a family and gain any forms of recognition. 

However, this lecture aims not only to show diverse forms of  doing and displaying queer families in Poland but also to 
reverse the perspective and use findings from non-Anglo-American localities as a starting point to query some truisms 
about queer kinship and provide an insight on differences and similarities in the nature of queer kinship in diverse 
geopolitical locations. During the lecture, I will analyse ways in which queer families from Central and Eastern Europe 
differ (or not) from those researched in the Anglo-American context, legally protected and recognised. By doing so, 
I do not want to demonise the question of difference, but rather make visible the multi-layered complexities of the 
lived experience of queer families. By changing the perspective, I want to unveil what we can learn about queer ways 
of kinning by looking at other locations. What will happen if we use findings from “othered” context not as a way to 
deliver examples to Western theories on queer kinship (something that is expected from non-Western queer scholars) 
but as a way to deconstruct and re-conceptualise what we already know about queer kinship in general? Therefore, 
the aim of my lecture is twofold. First, to highlight how geo-temporal conditions shape queer family experience and 
as such unsettle dominant Anglo-American/Western knowledge on queer kinship. And second, to show the urgent 
need for greater attentiveness to spatial and temporal choices in any theorising on queer family and intimate lives. 

Keywords: queer kinship/families, families of choice, CEE, locality
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Bionote:

Joanna Mizielińska – she holds DSs (habilitation) in sociology, the University of Warsaw and a PhD in Women’s Philosophy, Institute of Philosophy and 
Sociology of Polish Academy of Sciences. She currently works as an Associate Professor at the Institute of Psychology of the Polish Academy of Sciences. Her 
interests concentrate on queer theory and sociology of gender, sexuality, and families. Her past research centred on the politics of translation of Anglo-Ame-
rican queer theoretical approaches/concepts into other geo-political contexts and the question of exclusion. Her current research focuses on queer kinship 
and queer families. Recently she was a Principal Investigator of the project “Families of Choice in Poland” (2013-2016; familiesofchoice.pl) which was the 
first multi-method project on non-heterosexual families in Poland. Currently, she is a Co-Investigator in the research project “Queer(y)ing Kinship in the 
Baltic Region” [dir. by prof. U. Dahl, Södertörn University, Stockholm] and “Doing Right(s): Innovative tools for professionals working with LGBT families [dir. 
by prof. F.de Cordova, University of Verona]. She is the author of “Different or ordinary? Families of choice in Poland” (2017), Sex/Body/Sexuality (2007) and 
(De)Constructions of Femininity (2004) and co-author of In different voices. Families of Choice in Poland (2017) and Families of choice in Poland. Family 
life of nonheterosexual persons (2015). She is co-editor of De-Centring Western Sexualities: Central and Eastern European Perspective (Ashgate, 2011). Her 
most recent writing focuses on critical analysis of discourses on families of choice in Poland (Journal of Homosexuality, 2017) and doing research on queer 
kinship beyond Western queer paradigms (Sexualities, 2017).
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INDEPENDENTLY ORGANIZED 
SESSIONS

The independently organized sessions responded to our call, in which we wanted to facilitateorganizing 
of independent sessions which would relate to our general conference call. The local organizing 
committee has reviewed all session proposals that were received within the timeframe. Due to the 
high quality of received proposals all of them were accepted, and this introduced a certain degree of 
decentralization of thought granting independence to organizers coming from various backgrounds 
and regions. All contributions that are part of the independently organized sessions were reviewed by 
the session organizers themselves or were negotiated by the local committee and the session organizers 
carefully to prevent inappropriate interference in their independence. For this reason the list of the 
following sessions are occasionally accompanied by separate session abstracts that extend the scope of 
our general call.

The ordering of sessions is based merely on the order of received/accepted proposals it does not aim 
to communicate any hierarchy, nor try to categorize the content. The list of independently organized 
sessions is then organically followed by a list of sessions composed from our general conference call. 
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

NON-MONOGAMIES BEYOND THE PROGRESSIVE-VERSUS-
NORMATIVE DIVIDE  

Day:     Thursday, 26th September
Location and time:    LR, 16:00 - 17:40 
Chair(s):     Rahil Roodsaz and Katrien de Graeve
Organizer(s):    Rahil Roodsaz (University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands)
      Katrien De Graeve (Ghent University, Belgium)

Language(s) of the session:   English
Format of the session:   Paper presentation

SESSION ABSTRACT:

A growing number of ‘non-normative’ constructions of intimate and sexual bonds have been identified and 
studied in the interdisciplinary field of non-monogamies, such as polyamory, open relations, relationship anarchy, 
living apart together or living together apart. On the one hand, these constructions of intimacy and sexuality are 
investigated based on their promise of liberation and political potential to provide an alternative for monogamy as 
a heteropatriarchal institution. On the other hand, their entanglement in the very neoliberal values and demands 
of flexibility, happiness, hyper-individuality and productivity which they seek to overcome, are being questioned. 
This panel welcomes contributions from different disciplinary backgrounds which engage with one or more of the 
following questions and topics:

How do intimacy and sexuality become constructed in non-monogamous relationships?  What are the underlying 
values and the required skills enabling such constructions? To what extent do these values and skills transgress or 
reinforce neoliberal imperatives, such as flexibility, happiness, hyper-individuality and productivity? To what extent do 
they disrupt/reinforce the ways in which neoliberal ideology defines private and public spaces?   

How do constructions of non-monogamy intersect with various axes of difference, including class (e.g. through the 
promotion of certain class-based skills of negotiation and communication), gender (e.g. through the promotion 
of certain ‘feminine’ skills of communication and mutuality or ‘male’ values of sexual accumulation) and race (e.g. 
through identitarian strategies as opposed to practice-based modes of sexuality and intimacy)? 

The implied progressiveness of non-monogamous relationships becomes clear through references such as ‘consensual’ 
non-monogamy as opposed to non-consensual, often religious-based, forms of non-monogamy. To scrutinize 
this hierarchal binary (progressive-versus-backward), problematize the underlying secularist and liberal notion of 
autonomy, and broaden the scope of ‘non-normative’ intimacies and sexualities, we also invite contributions focusing 
on religious and non-Western constructions of non-monogamy.  

PRESENTATIONS INCLUDED IN THIS SESSION:

POLYGAMY, POLYAMORY, BISEXUALITY AND RACE IN US 
SLIPPERY SLOPE DISCOURSES ON SAME-SEX MARRIAGE

Christian Klesse (Manchester Metropolitan University, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT 

This paper explores the position of polyamory and bisexuality in slippery-slope arguments directed against claims 
for same-sex marriage rights in the The United States. Conservative opponents of same-sex marriage have framed 
it as the first step on a long spiral downwards toward moral decay that will normalise a whole range of allegedly 
problematic sexual and intimate practices. Primarily polygamy, but increasingly also polyamory, tend to be the first 
items on a list of unwanted practices that may also include adultery, adult incest, bestiality and pedophilia. The paper 
analyses racist and nationalist arguments at the heart of anti-polygamy sentiments and considers the impact of 
this history for contemporary polyamory politics. Drawing upon the analysis of essays published by the Conservative 
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author Stanley Kurtz, the paper foregrounds the conflation between bisexuality and polyamory in some variants 
of anti-same-sex marriage slippery slope argumentation.  Slippery slope arguments have been a salient feature of 
the culture wars around same-sex marriage in the USA. Due to their prominence and strong hold within the public 
imagination they have also shaped the discourses deployed by marriage equality arguments from within LGBT and 
poly perspectives, reinforcing widespread dis-associations from polygamy and the imposition of silences regarding 
the question of the legal recognition of multi-partner relationships more generally. The analysis of slippery slope 
discourses is helpful for understanding persisting hostilities against polyamory, polygamy, and LGBTQ intimacies in 
the The United States. 

Keywords: polyamory; polygamy; bisexuality; race and racism; same-sex marriage; slippery slope discourse

FROM MONONORMATIVITY TO POLYAMORY AND BACK - 
RECONSTRUCTING CONTINUAL MULTIDIMENSIONAL (NON)
MONOGAMY OF NONHETEROSEXUAL PEOPLE LIVING IN 
POLAND

Agata Stasińska (Polish Academy of Sciences, Poland)

ABSTRACT 

There is an expectation, present both in homophobic and polyromantic discourse, that nonheterosexual relationships 
will break the patterns of the mononormative relationship. However, quantitative research proves that expectations 
are vain, and the choice of monogamy is widespread within non-heterosexual communities both in Western and 
CEE societies. In my presentation, I would like to take a closer look at monogamy and nonmonogamy as relational 
choices for nonheterosexual relationships living in Poland. I will not conceptualize (non)monogamous practices as 
oppositional binaries but rather as a continual and multidimensional. I would like to look at these individual choices 
and show 1) What are the reasons behind deciding for some form of (non)monogamy and what is the actual 
definition of one’s relational contract? 2) What is the impact of factors such as gender, social status, psychosexual 
orientation, past experiences, stage of the relationship on these decisions? 3) What are the particular geo-temporal 
conditions that shape one‘s relational choices? And finally, 4) what are the dimensions necessary to understand 
one‘s relational choices and contracts? I will concentrate on the understanding of (non) monogamy and problems 
relationships deal with in this sphere. My analysis is based on qualitative stages of the multimethod project Families 
of Choice in Poland (PI: prof. Joanna Mizielińska): 53 Individual in-depth narrative interviews with LGBT people and 
an ethnographic study conducted in 21 non-heterosexual families based on intensive participatory observation and 
125 thematic narrative interviews.

Keywords: (non-)monogamy; non-heterosexual relationships; families of choice; Poland; mixed-method research

‘OUT OF PLACE’ IN QUEERNESS: ALIEN AFFECT, AND THE 
PROMISE OF POLYAMORY

Jaisie Walker (University of Lethbridge, Canada)

ABSTRACT 

A recent happiness turn in how polyamory is promoted and imagined signals how polyamorous relationship forms 
are increasingly discussed as ‘social promises’ for happy queers, and positive modes for resistance to heteronormativity. 
Research into queer polyamorous subjectivity and community identifies how “polyamorous identity as a part of lives 
lived queerly.”1 Polyamory, as both a happiness script and a ‘queer conversion tool,’ is utilized for switching between 
the perceived affective spaces of monogamy and non/monogamy. While promising, explorations of ‘mononormative 
feeling rules’ suggest that these affective spaces might not be as distinct as we imagine them to be, and many cautions 
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that queer pleasure as a site for political transformation risks confirming constructions of queerness that sustain the 
place of the (hetero)neoliberal subject. Consequently, following Sara Ahmed’s critiques on happiness, this paper asks: 
What happens when we are unable to feel liberated through polyamory, and what are the conditions for feeling 
affectively ‘out of place’ with particular kinds of queerness? How might these “inappropriate affects” intersect with 
geographies of race, gender, and class? Furthermore, how might the reterritorialization and reconceptualization of 
polyamory as an indiscrete relationship category promote queer feelings?

Keywords: queer theory; affect; feeling; happiness; polyamory; heteroneoliberalism
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

RIGHT-WING POLICIES, NEOLIBERALISM AND THE CENSORSHIP OF 
KNOWLEDGE ON GENDER AND SEXUALITIES IN EDUCATIONAL AND 
RESEARCH SPACES

Day:     Thursday 26th September
Location and time:    PR, 14:00 – 15:40 and 16:00 - 17:40
Chair(s):      Eduarda Ferreira     
Organizer(s):    Joseli Maria Silva (UEPG, Brazil) 
      Marcio Jose Ornat (UEPG, Brazil) 
      Eduarda Ferreira (CICS.NOVA, Portugal)  

Language(s) of the session:    Portuguese, Castilian and English 
Format of the session:   Paper presentation

SESSION ABSTRACT:

The session objective is to discuss the advancement of moral standards promoted by conservative political and 
religious groups, linked to nation projects, as a threat to the production of knowledge on gender and sexualities 
in educational and research spaces. The far-right political agenda in various countries has created a demonising 
discourse of the feminist and LGBTI movements as destructive agents of the family and the nation, and as such, the 
social enemies to be defeated. The electoral campaigns of recent years in several countries have been marked by public 
debate on homophobia, transphobia, racism, misogyny and xenophobia. The conservative discourse establishes, 
through the mass media, collective fears of social transformation, while the minority rights have become perceived 
as dangerous to the maintenance of the economic, political and social order. Discursive production around the need 
to protect the heterosexual Christian family and the nation as a response to the advancement of citizens‘ rights of 
socially vulnerable groups turns these same citizens into infamous characters who endanger the nation‘s projects. 
The educational and scientific production spaces are troubled, especially in countries whose extreme right-wing 
electoral success has put into practice the plans to combat the ‚enemies of the nation‘ (militants of social movements, 
feminists, members of left-wing parties, LGBTI people). This implies the establishment of mechanisms of censorship, 
restriction of scientific freedom and the growth of stigmas around themes on sexualities and gender. Politicizing 
scientific research on geographies of sexualities in highly conservative political contexts is a challenge that requires 
the establishment of strategies of networks of support and solidarity. In this sense, this session opens the way for the 
presentation of papers on the following topics:

- Interrelations between hegemonic and counter hegemonic knowledge production 

- Experiences of queering educational and research spaces

- Relationship between neoliberal politics, extreme right and religion and the anti-science initiatives

- Censorship and scientific production

- Queer and decolonial methodologies

- Feminist struggle strategies and queer theory for coping with censorship

- Comparative aspects in different countries and regions of the interplay of these discourses and to the negotiation 
scholars face with regards to their work 

- Different feminist methods of studying the educational and research spaces.
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PRESENTATIONS INCLUDED IN THIS SESSION:

TRANSNATIONAL INFLUENCE OF CONSERVATIVE RIGHT-WING 
DISCOURSES: THE CASE OF PORTUGAL  

Eduarda Ferreira (NOVA University Lisbon, Portugal)

ABSTRACT 

The reality of life for LGBTI in Portugal has changed rapidly in recent years. A consistent and significant set of legal 
measures has been adopted, from the decriminalisation of homosexuality in 1982 to the same-sex marriage law 
of 2010, the law of adoption and coadoption by same-sex couples in 2016, and the law of self-determination of 
gender identity in 2018. It is a remarkable change, framed both by the revolution of 1974 that ended a long period 
of dictatorship and brought noteworthy social changes to Portugal in extensive and diverse areas of life, including 
sexuality, and by the accession to the European Union in 1986. 

Portugal has wide-ranging antidiscrimination laws and is one of the few countries in the world to include in its 
Constitution a ban on discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation. At the present time Portugal has a left-
wing government who actively upholds LGBTI rights, there are no extremist right-wing parties with representation in 
the parliament house, and we don´t have active conservative religious groups with political influence. Nevertheless, 
even in this positive context, we can witness the rising of discourses contesting gender equality and against minority 
rights. Until recently, these discourses were not mainstream on social networks or on the media. There seems to be a 
clear influence of the right-wing official discourses of other countries, such as Brazil and the USA, as well as from some 
right-wing parties from European Union countries. This presentation will discuss the potentialities of academia and 
activism to resist and disrupt the transnational influence of conservative right-wing discourses.

Keywords: Portugal; LGBTI rights; right-wing discourses; academia; activism 

GENDER CURRICULUM: PROMOTING GENDER EQUALITY 
ACROSS THE EDUCATIONAL SPECTRUM

Elena Novak (Clark University, The United States)

ABSTRACT 

Spreading throughout Latin America is a growing countermovement, born in Peru, called “Con mis hijos no te metas”, 
or “Don’t mess with my children”. The countermovement, supported by conservative organizations and the Catholic 
Church, seeks to challenge state policy aimed at promoting gender equality and sensitivity, including the introduction 
of gender curriculum into public education. Movement leaders denounce government overreach and the spread of 
ideologia de género, or gender ideology. Feminist scholarship that asserts gender is a social construct distinct from 
biological sex is seen by movement activists as a perversion of the natural order and an attack on family and parental 
sovereignty. The ongoing struggle is not unique to Latin America. In the The United States, conservative responses to 
gender education look similar. In my research, I analyze efforts toward curriculum reform in both the U.S. and Peru. 
The results underscore the need to reshape the way we teach gender in our classrooms and to operationalize gender 
in our professions, as well as the urgent need to develop intersectional approaches to understand how educational 
practices produce and exacerbate inequality.

Keywords: gender curriculum; public education; gender equality; Peru; USA 
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FROM VERONA WITH LOVE: FEMINIST AND QUEER 
KNOWLEDGES IN “ANTI-GENDER” TIMES

Adriano José Habed (University of Verona, Italy and Utrecht University, The Netherlands)
Carlotta Cossutta (University of Eastern Piedmont, Italy)

ABSTRACT 

This paper explores the activist and intellectual responses to the right-wing, Christian and populist constituencies 
attacking feminist and queer knowledges. In particular, it focuses on the city of Verona, which has recently become 
the hub of “anti-genderisists” in Italy (and abroad), and concomitantly, of a strong reaction to them. Two events made 
the headlines in the Italian and international media during the past year: an academic event on LGBT refugees in 
May 2018, which was cancelled by the Dean of the local University under the pressure of far-Right activists, and the 
13th World Congress of Families held in Verona in March 2019, aimed at “affirm[ing], celebrat[ing], and defend[ing] 
the natural family”. Both events sparked discussions on academic freedom, on the status of gender and sexuality 
(their “scientificity” as well as their degree of institutionalization), and on the political/intellectual legitimization that 
the “anti-gender” movement is increasingly pursuing. On the other hand, and on a more optimist note, one result of 
the reflection started after the event on LGBT refugees got cancelled is the establishment of GIFTS, an Italian network 
of gender and sexuality scholars. Additionally, the magnitude of the activist (and media) outrage at the 13th WCF 
culminated with a massive demonstration organized by the local chapter of the “Non Una di Meno” trans-feminist 
movement. This paper underscores a few strategies that have been (and can be) enacted to counter the “anti-gender” 
backlash, as well as a few points of contention regarding “objective” and “ideological” knowledge that gender studies 
and queer theories are far from solving.

Keywords: Verona; trans-feminist movement; “anti-gender” backlash

IMAGERY REPRESENTATIONS ON SPACE AND GENDER: PUBLIC 
AND PRIVATE

Larissa Corrêa (Federal University of Santa Catarina, Brazil)
Rosa Elisabete Militz Wypyczynski Martins (Santa Catarina State University, Brazil)

ABSTRACT 

The importance of discussing public educational policies in contemporary Brazil, such as the Didactic Book National 
Program (PNLD), governs the consolidation of this academic production. The focus of this work was some of the images 
of PNLD‘s geography textbooks approved by the Brazil‘s Ministry of Education (MEC) in 2016. These textbooks are here 
understood as a cultural artifact that produces and conveys meanings, fabricating truths and putting them into 
circulation by acting like a piece of school machinery inserted into a political arena whose authorizes and disallows 
certain discourses. In this sense, some of these images are interpreted as the object of analysis of this investigation by 
which it is possible to understand how they create representations on the relation between space and gender. Then, 
these images were investigated in order to analyze which are the public and private spaces that are linked to the male 
and the female, showing that hegemonic masculinity is the mechanism for women invisibility. Therefore, based on 
the feminist geographies and cultural studies in education, this work structures a way of building gender equity in 
times of conservatism growth in Brazil, seeking to complexify the geography textbook as an influential material in the 
formation of social representations.

Keywords: Brazil; public educational policies; feminist geographies; cultural studies
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BECOMING A WOMAN IN BRAZIL: THE MISCONSTRUCTION OF 
GENDER IN BRAZILIAN POLITICS

Bianca Correa (University of Brasília, Brazil)

ABSTRACT 

“One is not born, but rather, becomes a woman”. With this affirmation, Simone de Beauvoir established a classic in 
feminist studies in what would become one of the pillars towards understanding the concept of “gender”. Judith Butler 
interprets the French author’s philosophy, analyzing its potentials and, with this, deconstructing structures such as 
gender and later establishing her theory of gender performativity. 

What is the importance of understanding the social construct that it is gender, which has been discussed since the 
1950’s, in our contemporary context? More specifically, how does one relate the comprehension (or lack thereof ) 
of the structures of gender, sex and sexuality, and what has been going on in political landscapes such as that of 
Brazil. For instance, with the impeachment of its first female president in 2016 - Dilma Roussef, the still unresolved 
assassination of the councilwoman Marielle Franco in 2018, and the conservative fight against what is being called 
“gender ideology”. This communication aims to analyze the engagement between the study of gender and how its 
misconstruction has become a powerful instrument towards conservative interests in the contemporary politics of 
Brazil.

Keywords: gender performativity; Brazilian politics; Marielle Franco; Dilma Roussef; Gender Ideology

BURN THE WITCH: THE VICTORY OF THE EXTREME RIGHT IN 
BRAZIL AND THE FEMALE PROTAGONISM IN MORAL AGENDAS 
RELATED TO SEXUALITIES

Joseli Maria Silva (State University of Ponta Grossa, Brazil)
Marcio Jose Ornat (State University of Ponta Grossa, Brazil)

ABSTRACT 

The political victory of the extreme right in Brazil in the 2018 general elections has been seen as a setback towards 
the LGBTTI rights and gender policies. The new government effort to demobilize the advances experienced in the 
education area in the last few decades is noticeable. The strength of the feminist movement during the electoral 
campaign was one of the most powerful elements to shake the extreme right leadership throughout that process.  
Those women, who launched the campaign “ELE NÃO” (not him), evidenced the LGBTphobia, sexist and racist 
characteristics presented by the candidate Jair Bolsonaro and managed to call the Brazilian society’s attention to the 
possible setbacks to sexual and gender rights. However, that force was demobilized by anti-feminist women, who got 
involved in the presidential campaign and started to fight what was named “gender ideology” and against what they 
believed to be “communist”. Judith Butler was considered the intellectual representative against whom the extreme 
right supporters should fight, and with this purpose they started a crusade in favour of the sexual moral and the 
heterosexual family, which was quite relevant for the extreme right success. Our proposal of discussion is to evidence 
the elements of the conservative discourse that turned feminist women, mainly lesbians and afro descendants, as the 
preferred target of attacks, representing this group as socially abominable. To illustrate our argument, we recall the 
episode in which a doll representing Judith Butler and, by extension, the feminists, was burnt in a public space and 
the social reactions supporting the fight whose purpose was to “defend the children and the families’ of the country.

Key words: sexualitites; feminist movement; extreme right
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“WOMAN WAS BORN TO BE MOTHER”: THE CONSERVATIVE TURN 
IN DISCOURSES ON GENDER AND SEXUALITY IN BRAZIL

Andrea Simão (Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais)
Paula Miranda Ribeiro (Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais)
Pedro Barbabela (Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais)

ABSTRACT

The main aim of this study is to present an analysis of the positions regarding gender relations and sexuality 
propagated by the government team of the recently elected Brazilian president, Jair Bolsonaro. For doing that, the 
statements of the Minister of State for Women, Family and Human Rights, Damares Alves, are considered. After 
assuming her position on January 2, 2019, the Minister has already made several controversial and conservative 
speeches about family, sexuality and gender roles. She argues that although the State is the laity, she is “terribly 
religious” and all public policies in the country will be developed based on family values. Alves is evangelical and was 
a minister at Baptist Church of Lagoinha, in Belo Horizonte, the capital of Minas Gerais, a large state in Southeast 
Brazil. Demographically, evangelicals are growing all over the country and they have been building their own political 
channels in the legislative, the executive and the juridical powers. For many people, their rise in politics will bring back 
a conservative wave in the country and the rights that have been conquered over time will be lost. In spite of that, 
Alves’s views are largely accepted and defended by a great number of Brazilian conservative evangelical politicians, 
who are part of the parliament. Accordingly, to Almeida (2017), evangelicals do not tolerate others’ religious and 
moral values and, as politicians, they have been working on a set of issues related to women’s health, reproductive 
and sexual rights, and family and moral values in a conservative way.

Keywords: Brazil; conservative turn; gender; sexuality
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

IS QUEER GEOGRAPHY FEMINIST? A DISCUSSION OF DISCIPLINE, 
CONNECTIONS AND BOUNDARIES

Day:      Thursday, 26th September
Location and time:     LR, 14:00 – 15:40 
Chair(s):       Valerie De Craene
Organizer(s):      Gilly Hartal (Bar-Ilan University, Israel)
       Valerie De Craene (KU Leuven & Cosmopolis, The Vrije   
       Universiteit Brussel, Belgium)

Language(s) of the session:     English
Format of the session:     Paper presentation

SESSION ABSTRACT:

Feminism is many times described as a theory from which geographies of sexualities, as a field of study, developed 
- epistemologically, methodologically and theoretically (Knopp, 2007). In this session we wish to reexamine the 
interconnections between current feminist and queer analytical frameworks, their objects of inquiry, epistemologies, 
methodologies and ethics. Broadly speaking, we wonder what the relationships between gender and sexuality are. 
Specifically, we wish to ask about contemporary interconnections of feminist theory/post-feminist theory and thought 
and geographies of sexualities. Thus, this session will broadly ask what the fault lines between current feminist and 
queer geographies are; how do geographies of sexualities employ current feminist tools of inquiry and what does the 
employment of current feminist debates and theory within queer writing entail.

PRESENTATIONS INCLUDED IN THIS SESSION:

UNDOING SELFIE: GIRLS RESISTING POST FEMINISM
Inbar Michelzon Drori (Bar-Ilan University, Israel)

ABSTRACT 

The sexuality of girls in the digital space of social media is, as Ringrose points out, a source for moral panic in 
public debate. But for feminist scholar‘s sexuality on digital space can be a form of agency in the discourse of post-
feminism adopted by girls today. However, if post-feminism is the sexual norm of these times, it is essential to take 
into consideration the ones that are not conforming to these norms. In this research, I propose to look closely at girls 
that sign out from social media and do this in relation to their off-line space and its sexual norms. In order to compare 
these two different geographies of sexualities, I conducted a digital ethnography, in which I simultaneously document 
girls‘ pictures on Instagram and interviewed 30 of them, aged 14-19 from low- and middle-class cities in Israel. As I will 
present, the findings show that for non-white working-class girls, the digital space is not a safe one, and so they refuse 
to take and upload any picture of themselves. The threat of distributing pictures, even a very casual one, is forming 
their actions and so the off-line norm is a significant context we need to investigate. In other words, working-class 
girls do not trust the post-feminist „freedom“ to pose for a picture however they wish. they claim for a different kind of 
feminism, a more conservative one, with its own source of power and identity.

Keywords: Digital space, Class, Girlhood, Social media, Post-feminism
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QUEER CITIZENSHIP IN FAMILY-ORIENTED VIETNAM; EXPLORING 
EVERYDAY NEGOTIATIONS OF IDENTITIES AND BELONGINGS

Silje Mathisen (Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Norway)

ABSTRACT 

Over the past few years we have seen a growing body of literature critical of the western oriented focus of geographies 
of sexualities (Kulpa & Mizielinska 2011, Brown & Browne, 2016, Kulpa & Silva, 2016). Building on this literature, this 
study centres the sexual citizenship of young gender and sexual dissidents in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. Sexual 
citizenship is often understood in terms of the liberal subject entitled to claim rights, and who can exercise a range 
of individual choices related to intimacy, sexual identity and relations. As Richardson (2017) points out, this way of 
understanding sexual citizenship falls short of capturing lived experiences in societies that centre the collective or the 
familial over the individual. Family is a strong institution within the Vietnamese context, and I argue that queer youth’s 
position within society, as well as their strategies for gaining recognition, must be understood in relation to the family. 
The intersection of heteronormativity and patriarchy mean that those assigned female at birth are often met with 
great expectations in terms of sacrificing for the greater good of the family and the nation. In this paper, I therefore, 
look at what strategies queer ciswomen, transmen and other gender creative people employ when navigating within, 
and (re)negotiating filial duties and expectations.

Keywords: Queer youth, Vietnam, citizenship, family, agency, intersectionality

BETWEEN “STANDING WITH” AND “FIGHTING FOR“: THE #I 
BELIEVE YOU HASHTAG AND SEXUAL CITIZENSHIP IN ISRAEL

Yael Bar-Tzedek (Bar-Ilan University, Israel)

ABSTRACT 

The hashtag #I believe you, a response from feminists to women‘s sexual harassment testimonies on social networks, 
has gone viral, amplified by the #metoo movement. With The hashtag #I believe you, the struggle against sexual 
harassment has taken the shape of a dialogue between victims and recipient feminist communities, supporting on 
social media platforms. In this paper, I wish to discuss the practice of sexual citizenship through the response of feminist 
communities to sexual harassment victims‘ testimonies on social media. I will argue that the dialogue between the 
victims to the feminist community reveals the paradoxical process of the victims ‚getting out of the closet‘. This process 
combines shame and pride as a way to create social change. In addition, I will argue that sexual citizenship can be 
discussed as taking place on two levels, one vis-à-vis the state and the other vis-a-vis the community, and that these 
forms of citizenship occur within processes of language formation.

Keywords: sexual citizenship, sexual harassment, #metoo, #ibelieveyou



31

FINAL DISCUSSION AND COMMENTARY – INTERLACING 
FEMINIST THEORY AND GEOGRAPHIES OF SEXUALITIES, ONCE 
AGAIN

Gilly Hartal (Bar-Ilan University, Israel)
Valerie De Craene (KU Leuven & Cosmopolis, The Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium)
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

THE FUTURE(S) OF LESBIAN GEOGRAPHIES, SUBJECTIVITIES, 
AND CITIZENSHIPS: ACKNOWLEDGING A VARIETY OF LOCAL 
DIMENSIONS OF LESBIAN(-FEMINIST) SCHOLARSHIP, ACTIVISM, 
AND BEYOND

Day:      Friday, 27th September
Location and time:     VEZ, 10:30 – 12:10 
Chair(s):       Marta Olasik
Organizer(s):     Marta Olasik (Avant Project, Centre for Philosophical  
       Research, Poland)
Language(s) of the session:    English
Format of the session:    Paper and PowerPoint presentations

SESSION ABSTRACT:

The proposed session seeks to explore a plethora of conceptual and/or empirical questions related to the lesbian 
presence—and absence—both within geography (be it geographies of sexualities, queer geographies, or feminist 
geographies), and within larger social, political, and academic contexts. Since lesbianity (sic!) remains a highly 
contested area socially, academically, and politically, this session focuses specifically on lesbian lives and bodies 
studied in spaces and discourses. In this light, the very broad theme—as well as a general objective—is to give voice 
to lesbian experiences from within a variety of contexts.

It is particularly significant that all sorts and facets of hegemonic discourses should be avoided when inviting, and 
thinking about, women’s sexual and gendered stories. Therefore, non-Western interpretations and reflections are 
especially welcome, as well as presenters are encouraged to transgress disciplinary, conceptual, methodological, and 
discursive boundaries by engaging in the question of lesbian agency from multiple points of view and positionalities. 
In short, how can contemporary debates within geography, and beyond, contribute to the development of lesbian 
meanings across spaces and places? What is the future of lesbian subjectivities and lesbian feminisms? Both theoretical 
and practical responses are possible and welcome. Broad themes to be explored within this session include (but are 
not limited to):

• reflections on different dimensions of lesbian subjectivity

• explorations of (queer) female sexualities

• re-conceptualising the lesbian

• re-constructing lesbian citizenships

• the future of, and possibilities for, new lesbian feminisms

• progress within, and backlashes against, lesbian feminisms

• lesbian feminism(s) and social change(s)

• lesbian scholarship and activisms

• lesbian places, spaces, and modes of becoming

• the role of spatiality in engaging in female sexual and gendered auto-creation

• lesbian situated knowledges

• lesbian transgressions of the ‘the private and the public’ binary

• gendered and sexual reflexivity in geography

• the future of female gendered and sexual non-normativities within geography



33

PRESENTATIONS INCLUDED IN THIS SESSION:

“BUTTERFLY EFFECT:” LESBIAN-BISEXUAL INDIVIDUALS’ IDENTITY 
POLITICS AND PERSONAL WAYS OF DOING ACTIVISM IN 
İSTANBUL

Lara Özlen (Sabancı University, Turkey)

ABSTRACT:

The concept of citizenship has been perceived as precondition of equality from many perspectives including LGBTI+ 
milieus. In this research I aimed to delve into lesbian-bisexual individuals perspectives on dissident-sexual citizenships 
as a part of  self identification processes, in İstanbul.

During my research, many of my informant, acknowledged their positionality and self-identification as “women 
who are attracted to women” which have been verbalised by terms such as “dissident,” “minority” or “other.” After my 
interviewees preferred to use term “dissident,” I utilised it as equivalent to “sexual citizenship” during my research.

Claims of equal citizenship that emerges from the so called dissident position of LGBTI+ individuals become both the 
impetus and the blockage of the movement: one has to accept the discourse of “dissidence” in order to claim equality 
and visible ground for identity politics. Being able to talk about particular cases, such as lesbian-bisexual women’s, 
may draw attention to groups or individuals who have been overlooked, and assumed to have equal treatment in the 
LGBTI+ community. 

In this research I aimed to investigate how dissident positionalities might open up new perspectives or ways to 
struggle for equal rights since it is one of the most relevant issues in LGBTI+ activism in Turkey. In which ways dissident 
positionalities might be canalised into new or queer ways of activism? What might be negative sides of this concept 
since it condenses subject positions into a certain definition of dissidence and strengthens binary positionalities 
regarding “hetero” and “homo” sexualities?

Keywords: lesbian-bisexual citizenship, discourse of dissidence, queer activism, Turkey

‘I PRETEND THAT I DO NOT EXIST AND YOU PRETEND THAT 
YOU DO NOT SEE ME’: LESBIAN GEOGRAPHIES IN MILITARY 
DICTATORSHIP IN FLORIANÓPOLIS – SC, BRAZIL

Maria Helena Lenzi (Federal University of Santa Catarina, Brazil)
Joseli Maria Silva (State University of Ponta Grossa, Brazil)

ABSTRACT:

The paper’s goal is to understand how lesbian women’s spaces of sociability were constituted during the military 
dictatorship in Florianópolis – SC, Brazil. These lesbians took part in an LGBT group considered subversive at the time 
of the military regime. The female experience of the dissident sexualities of heteronormativity was investigated in 
this research through in-depth interviews with four women who experienced the dictatorship during their youth. 
The discourse systematization was performed through content analysis as proposed by Bardin, 1977 and Silva and 
Silva, 2016. The discourse semantic structure of the women who collaborated with the research brings identities into 
temporal and spatial movements, as well as the simultaneity of spatial visibility / invisibility as a way of living in times 
of dictatorship.

Keywords: space, military dictatorship, lesbians, LGBT
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RESEARCHING LESBIAN ISSUES IN PORTUGAL: A CRITICAL 
REVIEW

Eduarda Ferreira (NOVA University Lisbon, Portugal)

ABSTRACT:

This work aims to question the roles and the importance of the contribution of the Portuguese research community to 
sexual orientation equality policies. In particular, it aims to investigate how the research on the intersections of gender 
and sexual orientation, namely on lesbian issues, has contributed to question identity-based politics and to advance 
an intersectional approach to equality policies. It will focus on and critically analyse research accomplishments, such 
as: research projects, MA and PhD dissertations; gender studies curricular degrees, published books and journals.

It is problematised how the identity-based approach to sexual orientation equality policies support the status quo of 
gender and sexuality as ordering principles and can itself origin exclusion and discrimination.

It is also analysed how an intersectional approach could provide a more realistic and inclusive basis for equality 
policies, with the recognition of the interconnections and interdependence of diverse identity categories (such as 
gender identity, sexual orientation, age, class, and ethnicity) and the acknowledgment that it is not possible to explain 
inequalities through a single framework. In terms of equality policies this means, for instance, to formulate policies 
that take into account groups at the different intersections of inequalities and the way that they are affected by the 
policies in question. It is defended that academic research on lesbian issues can contribute to clarify the concepts 
underlying equality policies, to identify biases contained in equality policies themselves and to promote a more 
intersectional approach.

Keywords: equality policies, Portugal, lesbian issues, intersections of gender and sexual orientation, intersectional approach

IS THE RAINBOW WHITE? CO-FORMATIONS OF LESBIAN SPACE-
IDENTITIES IN MILAN

Cecilia Nessi (University of Milano-Bicocca, Italy)

ABSTRACT:

“Searching for the last lesbian bar in America” is the title of a documentary broadcasted in 2015 about the 
disappearing of famous lesbian bars in the U.S.A., while many gay men spaces, on the contrary, where doing pretty 
well (Samson, 2015). This feeling of disappearing/changing face of lesbian spaces is not unique to the U.S.A.; rather, it 
is shared within other Western European communities in big cities like London (Campkin et al. 2016) and Brussels. In 
this paper, I interrogate the experience of self-identified lesbians in one of the biggest metropolitan area of Northern 
Italy, Milan. Starting from a frictional understanding of intersectionality and assemblage theories (Puar 2012), I look 
at the possibilities offered by the concepts of co-formations and co-productions (Bacchetta 2009 2015) to explore 
the experiences of interlocking oppressions and privileges. In particular, I am interested in how identities and places 
are co-created through shared and reproduced racial norms and values that shape the meaning of being lesbians 
in Milan, today. I argue that what is excluded from a space, it is also excluded from the identities shaped by the same 
space. In other words, studying how lesbian spaces are created, inhabit and reproduced, is also studying which ways 
of being lesbians exist, here and now.

Keywords: queer theory, lesbian spaces, urban encounters, intersectionality, critical whiteness studies
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

SEXUALITY, SECURITY AND SURVEILLANCE IN DIGITAL SPACES

Day:      Thursday, 26th September
Location and time:     VEZ, 16:00 – 17:40
Chair(s):       Gilly Hartal
Organizer(s):     Godfried Asante (Drake University, The United States)
       Yossi David (Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz, 
       Germany)

Language(s) of the session:    English
Format of the session:    Paper presentation

SESSION ABSTRACT:

Networked platforms have become fully integrated in almost every aspect of everyday life in the digital age. In 
particular, notions of digital activism through digital mobilization have become deeply intertwined in civil society 
groups, non-profit and LGBTIQ+ organizations. These platforms are used, particularly, by marginalized groups to make 
visible various human rights abuses and also create safe spaces outside of, but in relation to the daily varied forms 
of hetero/homonormativities. Conversely, state officials and moral entrepreneurs are continuously stretching their 
communications to networked platforms in order to voice their discontent with emerging voices against “traditional” 
and nativist’s discourses. Their tactics involves state funded surveillance of marginalized virtual communities and 
individual social media accounts. Nonetheless, the nation-state is a heterogeneous actor and in this global neoliberal 
times, the relationship between the nation-state and “sexual dissidents” is increasingly becoming more complex. As 
such, this panel aims to upend and make visible, the various forms of state regulation and surveillance ranging from 
the commodification of sexual difference to the forms of queer modes of being, relating and belonging that have 
emerged to resist, transform and subvert such regulatory regimes, especially in non-western contexts (middle-east, 
Africa, Asia, south and central America). While the focus of this panel is on non-western contexts, we are also aware 
that the boundaries between the west and the non-west is malleable and sometimes blurred as bodies migrate or 
seek refuge in other nations, thereby creating a complex system of transnational regulatory regimes and surveillance.

This panel focuses on aspects of social media (Facebook, Twitter, Reddit, etc.) by elucidating, analyzing and 
examining the blurred boundaries of safety and security in digital spaces by incorporating analysis of opportunities 
and challenges associated with sexuality, security and surveillance in digital spaces. Each essay investigates different 
aspects of security and safety, and how its complexities manifest in social media platforms. The essays will also 
explore the construction of social, digital and physical borderlands through candid and nuanced narratives that are 
both distinctively personal and contextually diverse. We thereby, focus on non-western contexts in order to contribute 
to the theoretical discussion concerning digital spaces and its implications on civil societies in places where the local 
and global tend to have uneasy tensions. 

PRESENTATIONS INCLUDED IN THIS SESSION:

“WOUNDED DESIRES”: QUEER AFRICANS NEGOTIATING 
IDENTITIES AND RESISTING THE POTENTIAL FOR VIOLENCE ON 
GAY HOOK-UP SITES.

Godfried Asante (Drake University, The United States)

ABSTRACT 

Dating apps have truly revolutionized how we date, hook-up and even find love. But, sadly it’s not always fun, games 
and wonderful emojis in some parts of the globe. While these apps have become so widely used, they are also 
being misused and weaponized against communities in countries with strict anti-LGBT laws. This is especially the 
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case with Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Queer (LGBTI) communities online in the Middle east, North and West Africa. In 
parts of Ghana and Nigeria, many citizens anti-LGBT vigilante groups have emerged to target queer Africans online 
by posing as gay men on gay hook-up sites. Their victims are subjected multiple forms of violence- ranging from 
parading them through the market streets naked to the brutal murders witnessed in parts of Nigeria. In this material 
context, the internet has become a space for finding other queer Africans for social support but also its anonymous 
features allow for a particular form of state and vigilante groups surveillance. This indicates the blurred boundaries of 
safety and security in digital spaces. Focusing on the context of Ghana, this essay examines the multiple ways queer 
Ghanaian men navigate the potential for anti-LGBT violence on social media and gay-hook up sites through forms of 
ambivalence. Social media and gay hook-up sites implore us to think about what is produced as users engage with 
the astonishing multiplicity of the internet to navigate anti-lgbt violence.

Keywords: Queer African Studies, Race, Intercultural Communication, Digital Cultures, Media and Technology

CONCURRENT IDENTITIES: QUEER SEX WORK IN THE WAKE OF 
BILL C-36 AND SESTA/FOSTA 

Dallas Cant (University of Winnipeg, Canada)

ABSTRACT 

Trans, non-binary, two-spirit, racialized, and migrant queer sex workers occupy a precarious positionality within 
state-endorsed sex work regulation, the academic community, and the social imaginary. While cost-free, user-friendly 
online platforms have supported the voices and livelihoods of marginalized sex workers, their existence has become 
jeopardized or significantly censored by the introduction of The Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons 
Act (Bill C-36), the Fight Online Sex Traffickers Act (FOSTA) and the Stop Enabling Sex Traffickers Act (SESTA). I consider 
how queer sex workers understand, experience, manage, negotiate, and perform gender between (and beyond) their 
intersecting identities and personas. I do so by turning towards my own experience with sex work, the narratives of 
queer and trans sex workers, and data gathered from a small digital participation on the escort platforms, Leolist and 
Tryst. My analysis is grounded in an intersection of queer, feminist, and decolonial theory, which serves to position 
the sex trade and experiences within it as bound to prevailing systems of oppression. I argue that queer sex work 
identities, including their fantastical personas, myriad of sexual/emotional labours, and evolving risk-management 
strategies are concurrently relevant to one’s ‘true’ self, and are continually developed in relation to the political and 
digital surveillance of sex work.

Keywords: Queer Sex Work, Personification, Surveillance, Censorship

SOMETHING ON HER SHOULDERS: MODEST FASHIONISTAS AND 
THE MORALIZING COMMUNITY

Salma Siddique (Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich, Germany)

ABSTRACT 

Often eliciting curiosity and bemusement, the online figure of the ‘modest fashion influencer’ reflects and partakes 
of the surging global Muslim spending power, which is projected to reach $373 billion on clothing alone by 2022. 
Alongside this neoliberal existence, what is also central to the public persona of the modest influencer is the Islamic 
doctrine of hijab or modesty that mediates sexual difference and has predominantly been interpreted as a key means 
of managing female sexual presence. This paper studies the online practices of the modest fashion influencers of the 
British Asian diaspora as they negotiate the online and offline surveillance networks of the ‘shariah police’, the liberal 
critics and the Tory establishment. In particular, I am interested in examining the semantics and re-invention of the 
veil or hijab, as these young Muslim women experiment with its different geographical variations and seek to embody 
a global, trendsetting sensibility. Indeed, the veil occupies a vital space in visions of national security and freedom in 
contemporary political contestations involving Islamophobia, radicalization and British nativism, evident in ‘punish 
a Muslim day’, ‘jihadi brides’ and the Brexit rhetoric. Examining several instances of fashionistas bending the limits 
of modest sexual presence, especially with provocative GIFS, Snapchat filters and live chats, this paper reads these 
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practices as strongly shaped by the duress of regulatory regimes whose strategies include vigilante shaming videos 
and moralizing comments in the digital spaces.

Keywords: Gendered discourse, Queer South Asian Studies, Race, Digital Spaces

FAN FICTION, SEX AND THE PREGNANT MAN: FAN FICTION 
PLATFORMS AS SAFE SPACES DISCUSSING SEXUALITY AND 
GENDER

Julia Elena Goldmann (University of Salzburg, Austria)

ABSTRACT 

The establishment of social media platforms has enabled highly personal posts on a transnational scale while 
maintaining a largely anonymous profile. Accordingly, these online environments encourage criticism on gender 
relations as well as sexualities. One example is fan fiction, stories written by fans of a particular (popular) cultural text. 
They feature the characters of the source text and commonly focus on a specific, romantic relationship between them. 
Frequently these stories contain detailed descriptions of sexual acts. The anonymous nature of fan fiction platforms 
particular encourages Slash. Slash refers to a gay couple not explicitly featured in the source text but rather suggested 
by subtextual elements. In my case study I focus on a specific formula within Slash: Mpreg (male pregnancy). These 
stories offer not only a fundamental retooling of the male body, but queer sexuality as well as pregnancy itself. 
Applying textual content analysis I have examined that many of these stories are based on animalistic dynamics. 
This might seem like a fundamental backlash in regard to gender relations. However, my study shows that authors 
choose to apply these dynamics creatively in order to comment critically on hierarchical (gender) structures. They 
address highly sensitive topics like sexual abuse, sex trafficking, the consequent emotional trauma and the topic of 
homonormativity. By presenting my findings of Slash in the fandom of the television series Supernatural I underline 
that fan fiction platforms provide a safe space where authors feel free to address these topics in relation to a (fandom-)
shared set of bodies.

Keywords: Fan Studies, Gender Studies, Popular Culture, Intersectionality, Representation

SEXUALIZING THE OTHER: THE RACIALIZED AND DEHUMANIZED 
USE OF SEXUALITY ON FACEBOOK

Yossi David (Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz, Germany)

ABSTRACT 

While attacks against gendered others have proliferated around the world, there is a paucity of research examining 
the gender-biased climate that normalizes and excuses racialization and dehumanization. In particular, there is 
scant empirical research investigating the role of sexualized discourses in political conflicts and social media. This 
study aims to start the process of filling this gap by examining Facebook-based discourses in Israel during the 2014 
Gaza war. The results indicate the use of sexualized aspects of racism and racialized aspects of sexuality in Facebook 
discourses. The study also reveals the everydayness of sexual racism, which highlights the use of aspects of daily 
life to normalize and legitimize violence against the other; rape culture, which emphasizes the penetrability and 
disposability of the other’s body; and the sexualization of the war, used to normalize violence, penetrate both body 
and land, and dehumanize the other. It further reveals how Palestinians are sexualized on Facebook and analyzes 
the central role this plays in demonizing, emasculating, commodifying, and constructing outgroups as unwanted 
and contaminated. The analysis of the use of sexualized discourses to describe the war exposes the role of sexualized 
stereotypes and social media in disseminating racialized and discriminatory constructions.

Keywords: Gendered discourse; Gendering the other, Racialization, Facebook, 2014 Gaza war
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

QUEERING THE FIELD OF PLANNING: BRINGING SEXUALITY TO 
URBAN GOVERNANCE AND PLANNERS

Day:      Thursday, 26th September
Location and time:     VEZ, 11:00 – 12:40
Chair(s):       Thomas Wimark, Jesko Meißel

Organizer(s):     Thomas Wimark (Stockholm University, Sweden)
       Jesko Meißel (Technical University of Berlin, Germany)

Language(s) of the session:    English
Format of the session:    Paper presentation

SESSION ABSTRACT:

Despite the fact that sexuality is a theme that planners deal with in their daily practice, the topic remains non-present 
in key planning journals, such as Progress in Planning, Planning theory, Land use policy, Transport policy, Journal 
of Transport geography, Journal of the American Planning Association (but see Smart & Klein, 2013). While there 
have been important attempts to effectively ‘queer’ planning as an academic discipline (see Doan 2015, Frisch 2002), 
planners that deal with a range of planning issues in relation to sexual minorities or with a more general questioning of 
a heteronormative field, often need to look to other disciplines for advice and discussions of sexuality. In closely related 
fields, such as urban studies, human geography and sociology, the relationship between the production of space 
and sexuality is well described and researched. Yet, in the key planning journals, sexuality is predominantly reduced 
to discussions of a multicultural city (Fincher et al., 2014) or a negligible facet of intersectionality (Osborne, 2015). 
Moreover, most research only considers specific urban sites and does not pay attention to more general practices 
and scales of inclusion beyond LGBTQ-friendly metropolises and urban areas. In this call for papers, we seek to bring 
sexuality into the core of planning and destabilize the notion of planning as neutral and objective. We call for critical 
analyses, experiences, and interventions of the planning field through the lens of the sexual. We understand planning 
as an umbrella concept for urban/rural/regional development practices, i.e. encompassing more narrow notions of 
the planning profession and related practices but also the role and importance of inclusive public administrations 
and (integrated) governance.

References

Doan, Petra L. (2015): Planning and LGBTQ Communities. The Need for Inclusive Queer Spaces. Hoboken: Taylor and 
Francis.

Fincher, R., Iveson, K., Leitner, H., & Preston, V. (2014). Planning in the multicultural city: Celebrating diversity or 
reinforcing difference?. Progress in Planning, 92, 1-55.

Frisch, M. (2002): Planning as a heterosexist project. Journal of Planning Education and Research 21(3), 254–266.

Osborne, N. (2015). Intersectionality and kyriarchy: A framework for approaching power and social justice in planning 
and climate change adaptation. Planning Theory, 14(2), 130–151.

Smart, M. J., & Klein, N. J. (2013). Neighborhoods of affinity: social forces and travel in gay and lesbian neighborhoods. 
Journal of the American Planning Association, 79(2), 110-124.



39

TOWARDS A TRANSFEMINIST PLANNING THEORY AND PRACTICE
Matthew Smith (University of Brighton, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT 

The embodied experiences of transgender and non-binary residents have received little attention within research that 
attends to urban governance and planning. The literature within feminist planning that has been the primary driver 
putting gender on the agenda pf planning (Sandercock and Forsyth, 1992) has been relatively silent on the experiences 
of those who are transgender or occupry space outside of the gender binary. The small amount of literature that 
does engage with transgender experiences is situated within the planning literature on LGBTQ+ communities (Doan, 
2011, 2015). Whilst aligned with the critiques of neutrality in planning emanating from the literature on sexualities, 
I will argue that transfeminism offers a critique that is complementary yet not appearing in this literature. There is 
promising work on urban governance, planning and difference. However, when utilized in a post-political context, 
this difference becomes an individualized tolerance of the other (Swyngedouw, 2009; Allmendinger and Haughton, 
2012; Gressgård, 2010). I would argue that a transfeminist perspective is not seeking to just advocate for the inclusion 
of transgender and non-binary bodies into planning thought and practice in order for there to be tolerance of those 
who are not cis-gendered, but this perspective is potentially transformative for how we think gender and all esidents’s 
experiences. Potentially this involves a re-politicisation of the politics of planning in a way that address processes of 
gendering. 

Keywords: Urban planning, transgender, non-binary, transfeminism, post-politics

URBAN SPACES AND GOVERNANCE: ENABLING AND 
CONTROLLING MEETINGS BETWEEN SAME-SEX LOVING 
INDIVIDUALS IN STOCKHOLM 1880-1950 

Thomas Wimark (Stockholm University, Sweden)

ABSTRACT 

Since the burgeoning of feminist planning in the 1970s, gender has not only been put on the agenda but also become 
an integrated part of urban planning and governance in many countries. Planning practitioners now draw from 
research fields, such as the geographies of fear, and adopt methods and initiatives to make cities safer for women, 
commonly through pruning greens and increasing lighting in public spaces. In this presentation, I use this current 
stream of planning practice as a starting point to discuss the potential and concerns of using materiality to control 
the lives of citizens. Using historical city records dealing with park planning and governance in Sweden 1880-1950, 
I illustrate how queer individuals, specifically male same-sex loving individuals, have come to adapt and align with 
the materiality of public spaces in order to meet and explore their sexualities. However, I also show that the very 
same planning practices used today have been used to control and limit sexual minorities as their visibility has 
increased. Building on this analysis, I argue that it might be dubious to encourage planning practices that draw from 
a controlling epistemology. I suggest that we need to rethink the foundations of planning and move beyond planning 
as a heterosexist project.  

Keywords: queer space, historical archives, urban parks
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CONTINGENCIES OF INCLUSION: ASSESSING THE RELEVANCE 
OF SOCIAL IMAGINARIES FOR INSTITUTIONAL DESIGN AND 
PARTICIPATORY GOVERNANCE

Jesko Meißel (Leibniz-Institute for Research on Society and Space; Technical University of Berlin, Germany)

ABSTRACT 

Drawing on case study research, this paper analyzes LGBTQ+ inclusive institutionalization processes in municipal 
administrations in three Western European cities. By combining diachronic (1980s – today) and synchronic accounts 
of mechanisms and dimensions of institutional change, the presentation examines the genesis and dialectic 
relationship between two kinds of travelling policies: target-group specific LGBTQ+ officers on the one and cross-
sectional, diversity-oriented policies on the other hand. The ongoing institutionalization of ‘diversity’ as opposed to 
pillarized perspectives such as multiculturalism or gender equality is discussed as a driver and potential obstacle for 
inclusive change and LGBTQ+ visibility. Finally, by comparing similar albeit locally accentuated processes in cities 
with different political, spatial and historical parameters, the presentation sheds light on the actual and contingent 
relevance of social imaginaries for the local production of (in-)equality. 

Keywords: public institutions, urban governance, local social imaginaries, intersectional diversity politics

LGBTQ+MOBILITY: VISIBILITY, FEAR AND TRAVEL BEHAVIOUR, 
THE CASE OF TEL-AVIV 

Amos Weintrob (University of Leeds, The United Kingdom; Ministry of Transport, Israel)

ABSTRACT 

Transport exclusion affects quality of life. Gender and sexual identities influence mobility opportunities that lead to 
social exclusion. The aim of this research was to investigate travel behaviour of LGBTQ people in Tel-Aviv, to fill the 
gap about queer mobility and inclusive transport planning. The study examined how queer identity, visibility and fear 
affect mobility and perception of travel safety; how these factors affect motivation and execution of trip; how queer 
exclusion is dispersed among different individuals on different modes; and present queer travel experiences, strategies 
and planning policy recommendations. An online survey and interviews measured Queer Identity, Fear, Transport 
Attitudes and experiences of anti-LGBTQ violence while travelling. Results showed negative transport attitudes 
especially contribute to changing or avoiding modes/routes/time of travel. Fear also had significant correlation with 
Queer Mobility. 83% of participants heard-of at least one violent incident directed at LGBTQs while travelling and 
77% experienced it themselves. The least safe modes and stage of trip identified were Walking, Bus and Waiting at 
a stop. Queers who walk and fear more, end-up altering their trip or queerness, to stay safe and achieve mobility. 
Trans* people significantly walk more to leisure destinations, thus putting themselves in more danger. Even though, 
Queer Mobility was not drastically influenced, suggesting resistance as a travel strategy. Queers are not necessarily 
excluded from mobility opportunities, rather the prices they pay are identity and visibility compromisation, constant 
fear and alertness. Queers have a complex set of mobility considerations and mobility is another dimension of queers‘ 
discrimination.

Keywords: Mobility, transport planning, public transportation, inclusive planning, intersectionality, transport exclusion, mobility opportunities, safety, queer 
mobility, transport attitudes
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TITLE OF THE SESSION 

PROVINCIALIZING EUROPE: NEW DIRECTIONS IN RESEARCH ON 
SEXUALITIES, GENDER AND MIGRATION

Day:      Saturday, 28th September
Location and time(s):     LR, 10:30 – 12:10; 13:30 – 15:10; 15:30 – 17:10
Organizer(s):     Francesca Stella (University of Glasgow)
       Jon Binnie (Manchester Metropolitan University)
       Calogero Giametta (Aix-Marseilles University)

Language(s) of the session:    English 
Format of the session:    Paper presentation

SESSION ABSTRACT:

Moral panics around migration and a growing anti-immigration backlash are redrawing the political geography 
of Europe, and shaping new ideas of ‘European-ness’ and national belonging. This has put ‘sexual and gender 
migrants’ in a contradictory discursive space, as gender and sexual equalities are unevenly prized as national values 
while migrant bodies are ‘othered’ and subjected to scrutiny and control. Against the racialised reconfiguration of 
border-making practices on the outskirts and within ‘Fortress Europe’ (De Genova, 2017), and drawing on Dipesh 
Chakrabarty’s concept of ‘provincialising Europe’ and on Milica Bakić-Hayden’s notion of ‘nesting Orientalisms’, we 
would like to think through how this affects gender and sexual minorities’ migratory trajectories, experiences and sense 
of (un)belonging.  Over the last two decades, there has been a growing academic interest in exploring the relationship 
between sexuality, gender and migration. Lately there has also been a growth of interest in the relationship between 
mobilities, gender and sexualities inspired by the mobilities turn. In this session we would like to explore new and 
emerging perspectives in the field.  We invite both empirically grounded and theoretical contributions, but particularly 
welcome ‘coalface’ empirical work on sexual and gender migrants’ lived experiences that opens up wider conceptual 
questions. The following might be considered:

• Sexual rights and citizenship in a transnational context 

• Affective and emotional geographies of migration and mobilities

• Spatial scales of (im)mobilities (e.g. immigration detention, messy and curtailed migration journeys) 

• Everyday geographies of queer mobilities and migration

• Transgender mobilities and migration

• Bisexual mobilities and migration 

• ‘Sexual racisms’

• The mobile politics of sexuality and gender activisms

• Disabilities, mobilities and migration

• Heterosexualities, mobilities and migration

• (Sex) work, mobilities and migration

• Class and the political economies of sexualities, gender and migration  

• Mobile politics of contentious movements around ‘gender ideology’ 
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A. FIRST SESSION

Day:      Saturday, 28th September
Location and time:     LR, 10:30 – 12:10
Chair(s):       Calogero Giametta

JOURNEY AS METAPHOR, IMMOBILITY AS NARRATIVE. THE 
INVISIBILIZATION OF TRANS* BODIES IN THE ITALIAN PUBLIC 
DEBATE

Valentina Greco (University of Bologna, Italy) 
Ludovico Virtù (Radboud University Nijmegen, The Netherlands)

ABSTRACT 

In Italy, contrary to what happens in other Western and European countries, moral panic over trans mobility is not 
an issue that emerges in the public debate. The discourse of both political parties and the media keeps the question 
of SOGI asylum silent and invisible within the broader scaremongering, racist and mystifying ‘migration emergency’. 
Only recently, in 2018, the first (trans-lead) shelter for trans refugees was created, and yet this remains an isolated, 
unopposed and mostly ignored experience. Trans bodies are mobile only within the margins of their skins, but immobile 
in the public space. Spatial metaphors, in particular those related to the ‘journey’, are overemployed to understand 
gender ‘transition’, but often refer to abstract bodies within a private/subjective discourse. The embodiment of migrant 
trans people comes to existence only when it can be racialized and in Italy this happens only when the topic is trans 
sex workers. In parallel, within the dominant white discourse, the induced necessity of internal mobility (required 
to access the few centralized trans health services in the country) is invisibilized, together with the consequent 
differential access to the health services between Northern and Southern Italy, provincial margins and urban centers. 
With this contribution - mapping trans health services and critically analyzing the discourses in trans associations, 
political parties and newspapers in the Italian context - we aim at putting in dialogue the aforementioned mobility 
dimensions in order to broaden, if not overturn, the theoretical framework that understands transition as a journey 
that stops when the destination is reached.

Keywords: trans mobility; gender transition; trans health

A PLACE CALLED HOME: RETHINKING ‘HOME’ AND BELONGING 
AMONG LGBT MIGRANTS IN SCOTLAND

Francesca Stella (University of Glasgow, The United Kingdom) 
Jon Binnie (Manchester Metropolitan University, The United Kingdom) 

ABSTRACT

This paper draws on the findings of an ESRC-funded project (2015-17), and explores the cognitive and emotional 
aspects LGBT migrants ascribe to the notion of ‘home’. The project focussed on LGBT mgrants from Central Eastern 
Europe and the Former Soviet Union living in Scotland, and used qualitative methods to explore migration trajectories, 
experiences of migration and settlement, and migrants’ sense of belonging. 

The paper draws on interviews and visual data from a subset of 18 migrants; all of them took part in a biographical 
interview and submitted a collection of personal photographs on the theme of ‘home’, whose meanings were further 
elaborated on in a follow-up interview. ‘Home’ was variously understood as a process of ‘home-making’, a physical 
space, a location where meaningful social relations are formed or maintained, and a place of memory. In unpacking 
meanings of home, the paper brings into conversation insights from migration and sexuality studies. In migration 
studies, ‘home’ is often a heuristic device providing a window into migrants’ identity and belonging by exploring 
attachments to multiple places across national borders (Bocccagni 2017).  While migration is often posited as 
estrangement from an original home, and its positive associations with familiarity, authenticity and security, Brah 
(1996) has pointed out that migrants’ ‘homing desire’ is not necessarily a ‘desire for the homeland’, but rather a process 
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of ‘home-making’. Meanwhile, queer migration is often posited as ‘homecoming’, a journey from homophobic or 
heteronormative domesticity to another site to be called home, embodying queer authenticity and belonging (Fortier 
2001).

Keywords: queer migration; East-West migration; home and homeland; transnationalism

ESCAPING STIGMA, GETTING A NEW LIFE IN THE BIG CITY. THE 
EMOTIONAL GEOGRAPHIES OF HIV-POSITIVE GAY MIGRANTS IN 
THREE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

Cesare Di Feliciantonio (University of Leicester, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT 

In this paper I reflect on the emotional geographies emerged from the biographical narratives of different generations 
of HIV-positive gay migrants in three European countries (England, Italy and Spain). The need to escape stigma and 
the “second closet” and the will to ‘get a new life’ appear as the main drivers for their decision to relocate towards 
new urban destinations where they have been able to rediscover sexual comfort and establish new social relations. 
However their decisions need to be materially situated in the welfare systems of the places of both departure and 
destination since their wellbeing depends on access to antiretroviral therapies (ARTs). Their embeddedness and sense 
of belonging to welcoming urban destinations call therefore into question multiple and diverging emotions such as 
the pain caused by still being in the “second closet” with the family of origin; the joy and pleasure of a renovated sexual 
comfort; the persisting feeling of social stigmatization and blame towards HIV-positivity; a strong attachment to the 
city of relocation where new forms of kinship and family have been established; an unprecedented self-esteem; the 
anxieties caused by the health status and the awareness of depending on the welfare system.

Keywords: HIV; gay migration; life course; emotional geographies

FROM BODIES TO WORK TO SOCIAL REPRODUCTION: REVISITING 
DAILY ROUTINES AND INTIMACY IN MIGRANT ELDERCARE WORK

Anita Prša (Utrecht University, The Netherlands) 

ABSTRACT 

Although this is not the first time in history of capitalism that the activities of social reproduction are removed from 
a kinship family, rampant privatisation and increased financialization of the spheres of everyday life characteristic 
for neoliberal capitalism have dramatically changed the ways social reproduction is organized, challenging the 
common assumptions about household, workplace, production and reproduction. Based on in-depth interviews of 
seven Croatian elder care workers employed in Germany and Austria within a live-in programme, I analyse what 
happens when home is doubled as a workplace having the human body as a working material. Spatial and temporal 
organisation of bodies and their mundane daily activities at home, as feminist geographers and social reproduction 
theorists point out, have a lot to say about larger economic shifts making their gendered and ethnic (racialised) aspects 
visible (Bakker 2007, Dyck 2005). Since daily routines are organized around personal needs and intimate relationships 
where workers are not alienated from the ‘final product’ (well-being of elderly), home care work reveals the systematic 
contradiction of capitalism as such, that of meeting human needs and accumulating profit. This paper explores the 
ways caregivers deal with that contradiction, either by nuancing the levels of intimacy or implementing innovations 
in their work, which in turn contribute not only to the reproduction of their clients, but the reproduction of the system 
as a whole.

Keywords: eldercare; migration; social reproduction; daily rituals; intimacy



44

QUEER REFUGEES AND MOBILE SPACES OF CARE: CULTURES, 
ORIENTATION AND CITIZENSHIP 

Christopher Pullen (Bournemouth University, The United Kingdom) 

ABSTRACT 

Queers are not easily mapped within ‘normative’ hierarchies of relationship, family or community, related to cultural 
space, nationhood, or dominant institution.  Queer refugees are doubly stateless, as often they are outlawed at home, 
and considered as outsiders where they arrive.  When moving to new homelands in seeking a sense of affirmation 
and welcome, queer refugees often seek support from LGBTQ help groups, rather than from primary refugee help 
groups (Project Epsilon- IARS 2018), for fear that traditional organisations might not be so accepting.  Within complex 
transnational and transcultural contexts, queer refugees are vulnerable mobile citizens, who must cross boundaries 
and borders, existing as between spaces in seeking support. 

This paper considers the precarious and affective identity of queer refugees in seeking help, theorising dominant 
cultural worlds, aspects of abjection and the issues of orientation.  Considering evidence of LGBTQ refugees in Northern 
Europe produced by Project Epsilon (IARS 2018) regards the provision of care by primary refugee NGO help groups, 
and involving new research with LGBTQ help groups, this paper offers theoretical insight.  Foregrounding (amongst 
others) the work of Sara Ahmed (2006) with regards to queer identity, migration and orientation, and also Jeffrey 
Weeks (1995), plus Jon Binne and David Bell (2000) with regards to sexual citizenship, an interdisciplinary approach 
is presented.  This paper theorises the cultural meaning of the queer refugee, as not only between spaces, but also as 
mobile citizens, exhibit strength, resolve and futurity.

Keywords: queer refugees; mobile citizenship; orientation; spaces of care
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B. SECOND SESSION

Day:      Saturday, 28th September
Location and time:     LR, 13:30 – 15:10
Chair(s):       Jon Binnie

CONTESTED MIGRANT BELONGINGS – THE (RE)NEGOTIATION OF 
ETHNOSEXUAL FRONTIERS IN THE GERMAN MEDIA

Miriam friz Trzeciak (Brandenburg University of Technology Cottbus–Senftenberg, Germany)
Jana Schäfer (Brandenburg University of Technology Cottbus–Senftenberg, Germany)

ABSTRACT

Since the ‘summer of migration‘ 2015 in Germany, the moral panic following the sexual assaults committed by 
young migrants and refugees on New Year’s Eve in 2015/16, and right wing party AfD’s (Alternative for Germany) 
successful run for parliaments, nationalist, anti-immigration, racist and sexist discourses have increased in German 
media and politics (Boulila/Carri 2017). Reproducing racialized and sexualized figurations about the ‘young, 
sexually dangerous and aggressive male Muslim refugee’, border-making practices have shifted so that the field of 
sexuality and migration is increasingly discussed as a ‘sexual problem’ (Dietze 2016). After Cologne anti-immigrant 
policies have been justified with anti-Muslim figurations (Boulila/Carri 2017). In our contribution, we examine the 
ways in which anti-immigration, racist and sexist arguments have recently been articulated in the German media. 
Based on an explorative study on media representations of two cases in the two East German Cities Cottbus and 
Köthen, we focus on discursive events (Keller 2013) around the topics of conflict and migration, understanding these 
as actualizations of preexisting discursive formations, which produce specific subject positions and patterns of 
interpretations. Furthermore, drawing on the concept of ‘ethnosexual frontiers’ (Nagel 2003), we examine how the 
images in migration and conflict in Cottbus and Köthen produce difference along gendered/sexualized and racialized 
dimensions of power. This intersectional lens allows us to show how the question of national belonging in Germany 
is (re-)negotiated through the making of ethnosexual frontiers, accompanied by racist and anti-immigration policies.

Keywords: Media; Migration; Intersectionality; Ethnosexual Frontiers; Othering

THE END-DEMAND MODEL OF SEX WORK IN FRANCE: AN 
ANALYSIS OF THE REPRESSIVE APPROACH 

Calogero Giametta (Aix-Marseille University, France)

ABSTRACT 

France adopted the end-demand model of sex work in April 2016, sexworkers’ clients are thus penalised with a fine 
and subject to re-education training if caught by the police. At the same time the law introduced a social policy 
aimed at helping people out of prostitution.  These measures, which have been extremely hard to implement, were 
adopted for supposedly fighting against human trafficking. Yet given their migration statuses and the insidious ways 
in which racialization operates in the French public sphere, migrants working in the sex work sector have been made 
particularly vulnerable, as they came more exposed to precarity and third parties’ dependence. In this paper, I will 
examine the mismatch between the government discourses of protection (of sex workers) and the structural reality 
of racialising, policing, and financially and socially marginalising sex workers in France under the current repressive 
regime. Despite the fact that the 2016 law posits sex workers as victims of gender violence and human traffickers, 
their ‘victimhood’ is hard to prove in a socio-political space where they are perceived as victims just as much as they 
are understood as suspicious. Often, they are subject to deportation if they fail to proficiently present the victimhood 
narrative to the immigration administration. 

Keywords: sex workers; anti-prostitution policies; racialization; precarity
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SELLING SEX AND INTIMACY IN PARIS: TRAJECTORIES OF 
MIGRANT MALE SEX WORKERS

Kostia Lennes (Free University of Brussels, Belgium; Paris Diderot University, France)

ABSTRACT 

Although further attention has been paid to male sex workers in the past two decades, most scholars who discussed 
this issue in relation to migration did so through the lens of sex tourism (Allen 2007; Mitchell 2015). In this perspective, 
male sex workers, who are mostly locals, are therefore excluded from the focus on mobilities. On the other hand, 
research on migrant sex workers in global cities have focused almost exclusively on women (Chin 2014), with a few 
notable exceptions (Mai 2018). This proposal aims to fill this gap by presenting the first insights of an ongoing doctoral 
research project on non-trafficked male sex workers who migrated to Paris in order to perform sexual labour. Coming 
from different regions of the world, these men have various backgrounds and are often on the move between several 
cities, in Europe and beyond. Drawing on anthropological accounts on globalisation and cosmopolitanism, the main 
objective of this research project is to grasp the trajectories of these men who have come to sell sex and intimacy in the 
French global city. Furthermore, particular attention will be paid to other ways of commodifying intimacy (Constable 
2009) than sexual contacts strictly speaking, which is still an overlooked issue as Sanders (2008) and Weitzer (2009) 
noted. Indeed, the figure of the migrant sex worker is too often presented as a streetbased seller of sexual services 
whereas many of them actually perform intimacy and companionship, thus redefining contemporary forms of sex 
work among migrants.

Keywords: male sex workers; cosmopolitanism; commodification of intimacy; sexual labour

MIGRANT WOMEN AND SEXUAL WORK: AN INSIGHT ON 
REGULATION IN LISBON

Rebeca Amorim Csalog (NOVA University Lisbon, Portugal) 

ABSTRACT 

With this essay I intend to understand the ideas of immigrant female sexual workers in Lisbon, on prostitution‘s 
regulation, giving importance to their voices on the matters of working rights and protection as a social group doubly 
marginalized by the overposition of the categories which both weakens and coverts them. The discussion on the 
matter of sexual work has been lately increasing in the portuguese public sphere, rooting new social anxieties and 
excluding on the get-go female sexual worker‘s voices. There has been an investment in political efforts in order to 
make sexual work impossible, neglecting sexual worker‘s real necessities, rather than trying to improve their social and 
labour conditions, in Portugal as in other countries (Smith and Mac, 2018). Migrant women are faced, in this context, 
with additional dificulties associated with their weakened positioning, such as the fear of deportation or the dangers 
associated to human traffic nets (Oliveira, 2011). Through an ethnographic field work with participant observation 
and interviews from Irmãs Oblata‘s Host Centre for Prostitute Women in Lisbon (CAOMIO), I intend to understand 
what do these women think about prostitution‘s regulation, and what legislative model could better serve them, both 
in guaranteeing their working rights and protecting them in situations of frailty derived from their immigrant status, 
for I believe that only by listening to what they have to say can we have a fair debate, without any political bias, thus 
allowing a regulation that truly defends their rights.

Keywords: female sex workers; migration and sex work; regulation of sex work
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C. THIRD SESSION

Day:      Saturday, 28th September
Location and time:     LR, 15:30 – 17:10
Chair(s):       Francesca Stella

FROM MIGRATION TO QUEER ASYLUM: EMPHASIZING 
COMPLEXITY OF MIGRATIONS AND QUEER MIGRANTS AGENCY 

Florent Chossière (University Paris-Est Marne-la-Vallée, France)

ABSTRACT

There has been over the last years a growing literature on queer asylum which has particularly investigated the ways 
asylum requests of queer migrants were judged and credibility of queerness assessed in several countries. This paper 
aims at shifting the focus back to migration itself and to the paths leading (or not) to asylum claim based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity in France. To that end, I will rely on a two-years-long ethnographic work within an 
association that supports queer asylum seekers and refugees in Paris, alongside with semi-structured interviews. 
By emphasizing the complexities of queer migrants itineraries I intend to engage critically with the common 
representations of what should be the migration of a queer refugee which directly impact migration policies and 
asylum procedures. Firstly, the now widespread distinction between “economic migrants” and “refugees”, the idea of 
a migration with a single underlying cause or the one of a quick application for asylum once in the country of arrival 
will be undermined. I will secondly focus on queer migrants agency related to asylum, from transnational forms of 
solidarity to individual strategies. By doing so, I intend to counter the narrative of refugees as simple victims (Ehrkamp 
2016), especially strong in the case of queer refugees due to the sexual humanitarianism apparatus prevailing in 
Europe (Giametta, 2016), but also to emphasize the various obstacles they encounter during the migration process to 
and in France. 

Keywords: queer asylum; credibility test; migration trajectories; migrant agency

BISEXUALITY AND ASYLUM CASE LAW: REFLECTIONS ON THE 
BIOPOLITICS OF BISEXUAL ERASURE 

Christian Klesse (Manchester Metropolitan University, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT 

Research into asylum case law in the UK (and in many non-European countries) suggests that bisexuals are at serious 
risk of having their claims dismissed, because their stories and identities are cast as non-plausible or non-consequential. 
Bisexual claimants often find it impossible to prove their membership in a ‘particular social group’. The fluidity bound 
up with bisexuality is at odds with the ‘immutability’ assumption of sexual orientation models that underpin the 
rationality of international (including European) human rights frameworks pertaining to the asylum applications 
on the grounds of sexual persecution. Although bisexuality is at times nominally included in legal texts, [through 
references to acronyms such as LGBTI], the specific realities of bisexuals are rarely considered and homosexuality 
provides the dominant template for evaluating evidence for ‘sexual orientation’. The common discrimination of 
bisexuals in asylum law is a direct outflow of what Kenji Yoshino calls the ‘epistemic contract of bisexual erasure’. The 
hurdles against making bisexual experience intelligible in the field of law and against materialising a right for asylum 
for bisexual claimants is part and parcel of the regulation of the sexuality of migrants’ bodies through biopolitical acts 
of government with all too often necropolitical consequences. The paper explores the predicament of claimants who 
present life stories shaped by ‘fluid desire’ in a hostile context in which their stories are subjected to excessive scrutiny 
governed by essentialist notions of sexual orientation and group membership.

Keywords: bisexuality; asylum case law; bisexual erasure; biopolitics
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IMAGINING EUROPE: QUEER MIGRANT PERSPECTIVES IN 
TROUBLING TIMES 

Lukasz Szulc (University of Sheffield, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT

Mid-2010s have brought some crucial political changes in Europe with rather depressive prospects for Polish LGBTQs 
in the UK. In Poland, Law and Justice (PiS) party secured the majority of seats in the Parliament in the 2015 elections. 
In the UK, British voters decided to leave the European Union in the 2016 Brexit referendum. While PiS has reenergized 
a queer-free vision of Polish national identity, Brexit has reinvigorated British anti-immigrant sentiments, especially 
targeting recent East European immigrants. These broader political changes and their accompanying discourses 
translate into everyday instances of homophobia and xenophobia as well as feed into the negotiations of multiple 
belongings. Drawing on nearly 800 survey responses and 30 in-depth face-to-face interviews with Polish LGBTQs in 
the UK, I will discuss how they navigate their gender and sexual identifications through local, national and regional 
spaces. I will employ the concept of transnationalism, which does not dismiss the importance of national identity but 
insists on viewing it in relation to the belongings of other spatial scales, for example that of city, region and continent. 
I will show how the rise of PiS in Poland has weakened the feelings of Polish national identity and how Brexit has 
reinvigorated the Polishness, or alternatively Europeanness, for some of my interviewees. I will specifically discuss 
how my interviewees imagine Europe, what kind of connotations they ascribe to the idea of Europe and how those 
imaginations are intertwined with discourses of gender and sexual tolerance or intolerance, national belonging and 
Brexit. 

Keywords: queer Polish migrants; East-West migration; transnational identities; ideas of Europe

“OH, YOU’RE HERE TOO”: FINDING SPACE(S) FOR LGBTQ PEOPLE 
FROM A MUSLIM BACKGROUND IN BRUSSELS, BELGIUM

Alessandro Boussalem (Newcastle University, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT

The position of LGBTQ people from a Muslim background in European cities is often one of erasure and negation. 
Mainstream discourses on the sexualities of Muslim people heavily rely on a strict dichotomization between a Western 
“free” Here and a Muslim/Arab regressive There. In Brussels, as in other European cities, this morally distanced There 
is represented not only by overseas countries and territories constructed as “Muslim”, but also by neighbourhoods of 
the city that have a high concentration of Muslim inhabitants. This discursively constructed binarism produces an 
imperative for LGBTQ people from a Muslim background to choose which of the two fields to inhabit, producing an 
often uncomfortable area inbetween the two fields. This paper will explore the ways in which LGBTQ people from 
a Muslim background living in the city navigate this inbetween space, and what kind of communities they seek, 
find, and/or form. Data for this research was collected during a 12-months ethnographic fieldwork in Brussels, where 
participant observation and 30 semi-structured interviews were conducted. Data suggests that this inbetween area 
not only mirrors the erasure and oppression that LGBTQ people from a Muslim background are subjected to, but it also 
works as a productive site for alliances with other racialized queer groups and the creation of new forms of individual 
and group (dis)identification.   

Keywords: LGBTQ Muslims; identity negotiation; urban space; queer and racial solidarities
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

TRANSNATIONAL GEOGRAPHIES OF OPPOSITION TO SEXUALITY 
STUDIES, GENDER, AND WOMEN’S AND LGBT RIGHTS: HEGEMONY 
OR HORIZONTAL COLLABORATION ON THE RIGHT?

Day:      Friday, 27th September
Location and time(s):     PR, 13:30 – 15:10; 15:30 – 17:10
Organizer(s):     Kevin Moss (Middlebury College, The United States)
       Monica Cornejo-Valle (Complutense University of Madrid,  
       Spain)
       Ignacio Pichardo (Complutense University of Madrid,   
       Spain)

Language(s) of the session:    English / Spanish
Format of the session:    Panel discussion/round table

SESSION ABSTRACT:

While it is true that Eurocentric epistemological hegemonies “continue to have a substantial impact on the shape of 
(not only European) discourses and power relations within feminist, gender, sexuality and queer studies,” even more 
dangerous are transnational power relations that produce and disseminate discourses counter to feminist, gender, 
sexuality and queer studies within the academy, but also in the real lives of women and LGBT people. On the one hand 
the anti-LGBT and anti-“gender” international is itself a model of “horizontal and transnational” collaboration, but on 
the other they also reproduce colonial hegemonies through the prominence of Eurocentric or Western authorities and 
by using English as their working language. Beyond the English language networks, the transnational collaboration 
against LGBT+ and women’s rights has a strong presence and impact in Spanish and Portuguese language countries, 
including South Europe and Latin America.

This session will explore the transnational anti-“gender” networks taking into account the different movements that 
are involved, with their local roots (national scenarios and actors, discourses, strategies, symbols) and their connections 
with broader networks and the transnational movement, paying attention to the map of strategic alliances and the 
indicators of the horizontal and transnational collaboration, like common language and discourses or social media 
interaction. We invite panelists to analyze how the anti-“gender” discourses circulate, from “center” to “periphery” and 
back? How have right-wing anti-gender and anti-sexuality forces coopted the terminology of our fields to undermine 
and delegitimize sexuality studies, gender, and women’s and LGBT rights? How are local and transnational strategies 
and actors working together? What can be done to push back against transnational attacks, when that very 
pushback plays into populist and nationalist narratives about colonial dominance? In order to address these topics 
and questions, the session will consist of short presentations of case studies followed by an open discussion. The 
session will be multilingual and some of the presentations will be in Spanish.
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A. FIRST SESSION

Day:      Friday, 27th September
Location and time:     PR, 13:30 – 15:10
Chair(s):       Kevin Moss

CONSERVATIVE HORIZONTAL AND TRANSNATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIES OF SEXUALITY

Kevin Moss (Middlebury College, The United States)

ABSTRACT 

While it is true that Eurocentric epistemological hegemonies “continue to have a substantial impact on the shape of 
(not only European) discourses and power relations within feminist, gender, sexuality and queer studies,” even more 
dangerous are transnational power relations that produce and disseminate discourses counter to feminist, gender, 
sexuality and queer studies within the academy, but also in the real lives of women and LGBT people. On the one 
hand the anti-LGBT and anti-“gender” international is itself a model of “horizontal and transnational” collaboration, 
with participation of ideologues like the multilingual Russian Aleksei Komov of the WCF and staging of meetings in 
Moscow, Hungary, or Chisinau. But on the other they also reproduce colonial hegemonies through the prominence 
of American homophobes (Lively, Cameron, Nicolosi) and using English as their working language. My presentation 
will shine some light on this mirror image of the project of this conference and consider what might be done to push 
back against the dangers they pose, which are more serious than epistemological

Keywords: US, Russia, World Congress of Families, anti-gender opposition, international networks

THE ANTI-GENDER GEOGRAPHY OF THE IBEROAMERICAN 
MATRIX

Monica Cornejo-Valle (Complutense University of Madrid, Spain)
Ignacio Pichardo (Complutense University of Madrid, Spain)

ABSTRACT 

Beyond the English language networks, the transnational collaboration against LGBT+ and women’s rights has 
a strong presence and impact in Spanish and Portuguese language countries, including South Europe and Latin 
America. The Ibero-american anti-gender matrix started with the early translation and spread of the key term of the 
new religious language: “gender ideology”, whose first doctrinal elaboration in 1998 is the work of the Peruvian and 
Catholic Mons. Alzamora Revoredo. After that, massive mobilizations against sexual and reproductive rights took 
place in Spain in 2005, in Argentina 2010, Colombia, Mexico, Chile, Bolivia in 2016, etc. During the process, previous 
Ibero-american networks based on conservative political positions and liberal economical interests endured with the 
new activism around platforms like CitizenGo (created in Madrid). In 2018 misogynistic and homophobic discourses 
in Brasil gave the electoral victory to the ultra-conservative candidate for presidency. Our proposal tries to explore 
this Ibero-american context paying attention to the political geography of the anti sexual and reproductive rights 
transnational collaborations. 

Keywords: Anti-gender opposition, Spain, Latin-America, Spanish-language networks, gender ideology
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GENDER AND SEXUALITY STUDIES UNDER SUSPICION: 
EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY AT ST. PETERSBURG

Alexander Kondakov (Aleksanteri Institute, University of Helsinki, Finland)

ABSTRACT 

Queer scholarship in Russia is an assemblage of paradigmatically dissimilar studies and academic practices. It is 
characterised by a political desire to protect relations that are exposed to the uneven application of state power. It 
is activism and science at the same time. Yet, because of its politicised character queer and gender studies are also 
open to pressure from state agencies and individual officials. The European University at St. Petersburg has been one 
of very few institutions that openly studied sexuality and educated next generation of scholars in this field. In 2016-
2018 however it suffered from massive bureaucratic attack. It was under constant surveillance by a variety of state 
agencies who checked its compliance with detailed rules related and unrelated to education and research. In result, 
the university lost its educational licence and building. The licence was restored in 2018. Although all charges of the 
state agencies were formalist and did not mention gender and sexuality studies as problematic, some state officials 
publicly condemned the university for studying LGBT topics. This presentation is a contribution of personal experience 
of teaching queer theory in the university and going through the bureaucratic attack.

Keywords: Queer Studies, Russia, Higher Education, Bureaucracy, LGTB Studies

ANTI-GENDER AND RIGHT WING ORGANIZING IN GEORGIA – 
EASTERN VOICE OF EASTERN EUROPE

Anna Rekhviashvili (York University, Canada)

ABSTRACT 

In this presentation I will look at the ways in which anti-Gender and nationalist movements in Georgia are inspired 
primarily by the Russian traditionalist discourses. While anti-gender organizing, their transnational nature and their 
massive public appeal has become an important topic of analysis in Eastern European feminist scholarship, post-
Soviet and non-EU spaces are largely missing from these discussions. The origins of anti-gender rhetoric are usually 
linked with the Catholic church and its anxieties over maintaining power and influence within Europe (Kovats & Poim, 
2015; Kuhar & Paternotte, 2017). However, these discussions often miss the important role of Russia in shaping right 
wing rhetoric as well as initiating various traditionalist legislative changes such as Putin’s (in)famous prohibition 
of homosexual propaganda or restricting the access to funding of local human rights actors by declaring them as 
“foreign agents”. Even when Russia’s politics of traditionalism is discussed, it is usually understood as Putin’s attempt 
of maintaining power within Russia and re-defining Russia’s national project in opposition to “morally perverted” 
and broadly defined West (Riabov & Riabova, 2014). By looking at the ways in which the right-wing organizes in 
Georgia, in this presentation I want to emphasize often overlooked imperial aspect of Russia’s new traditionalism. 
By appealing to and supporting local nationalistic and traditionalist sentiments in post-Soviet and non-EU spaces, 
Russian nationalist discourses establish the ideological ground for the so called “Russian World”, the imagined territory 
of which surpasses the physical borders of the Russian Federation and include Russia’s neighboring countries as well 
(Laruelle, 2015). 

Keywords: Russia, traditionalism, transnationalism, anti-gender, right wing
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THE GEOTEMPORALITIES OF GENDER AND SEXUAL PANIC IN 
HUNGARY

Hadley Z. Renkin (Central European University, Hungary)

ABSTRACT 

In the past several years, Budapest, Hungary, has seen in rapid succession the visit of Steve Bannon (founder of 
right-wing Breitbart News and former advisor to US President Donald Trump), the 2017 annual meeting of the 
World Congress of Families (a Christian Right anti-LGBT and anti-“gender theory” hate group founded in 1997 by a 
Reaganite US academic and two Russian “intellectuals”), a 2017 lecture on “democracy” by Polish philosopher Ryszard 
Legutko (former Education Minister under Jarosław Kaczyński, and noted homophobe) and a visit last November 
by Christchurch mosque gunman Brenton Tarrant. Often represented as manifestations of converging, age-old 
traditions, resurgent in the face of Western cultural imperialism’s challenges to conservative society’s gender and 
sexual orders, such crossings and connections are actually intensive efforts to construct new networks of horizontal 
and transnational collaboration. Such efforts, however, also invoke another crucial dimension: that of temporality. 
They thus forge complex, geotemporal grids, joining horizontal and vertical relationships, and fusing transnational 
affinities with revisioned pasts and futures. This brief paper places recent transnational right-wing collaborations 
in Hungary in conversation with the Hungarian Right’s increasing attacks since 2014 on the “failures” of secular, 
democratic (and overly liberal, sexualized, and gender-conscious) post-Enlightenment European modernity, and 
its alternative vision of a transnational, Christian, and heteronational “civilizational” future, in order to explore the 
implications these conjunctions have for a transnational politics of hetero- and gender-normativity, and for our 
resistance to them. 

Keywords: Postsocialism, Eastern Europe, far-right, sexual politics, Geotemporal politics
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B. SECOND SESSION

Day:      Friday, 27th September
Location and time:     PR, 15:30 – 17:10
Chair(s):       Kevin Moss

EL ANTI FEMINISMO EN LA OLA CONSERVADORA EN BRASIL 

ANTI-FEMINISM IN THE CONSERVATIVE WAVE IN BRAZIL

Iara Beleli (University of Campinas, Brazil)

ABSTRACT (SPANISH)

El flujo horizontal de la producción de contenidos en internet ha dado lugar a discursos de odio contra las feministas, 
vinculándolas al comunismo y/o al socialismo. Las críticas a las feministas no son propiamente una novedad, 
tampoco fueron propiciadas por la popularización de internet, pero ganan protagonismo en la creciente onda 
conservadora que asola a Brasil, iniciada durante la campaña del presidente Jair Bolsonaro (2018) y acentuada 
después de su elección. En este paper presento un estudio de caso sobre la proliferación de los discursos de odio a las 
feministas, muchas veces llamadas „feminazis“ y percibidas como estimuladoras del caos social. Para eso, analiso 
materias sobre feminismos y feministas que circularon en grandes periódicos brasileños, incluyendo noticias del 
Primer Congreso Antifeminista, realizado en Rio de Janeiro en 2019. A eso se junta una análises de un sitio creado en 
2012 - Mujeres contra el feminismo -, prestando especial atención a los comentarios de gente común a esa producción. 
La investigación, iniciada en 2015, apunta al aumento del conservadurismo en lo que remite a la reivindicación de 
derechos, pautado por confusiones en el entendimiento sobre los significados de las luchas feministas en los últimos 
40 años en Brasil. Menos que argumentos, el anti-feminismo es pautado por descalificaciones personales, de modo 
que el término „feminista“ ha ganado status de categoría acusatoria. 

Keywords: hate speech, feminism, anti-feminism, Brazil, conservative opposition to Women’s Rights

ABSTRACT (ENGLISH)

Hate speech against feminism has been fostered by the horizontal flow of contents on the internet, where feminism 
is put beside communism and socialism. Criticism against feminists is not actually new, but it is being promoted 
through the internet and gaining attention in the increasing wave of conservatism in Brasil, especially during the 
campaign of the current president Jair Bolsonaro (2018) and even more after his victory. This presentation will 
introduce a case study about the hate speech against feminists, who are often labeled as “feminazis” and presented 
as the promoters of social chaos. For that, I will analyze several materials about feminism and feminists created in the 
context of the anti-feminism campaigns that were presented in the newspapers, including the news about the First 
Anti-Feminist Conference in Rio de Janeiro in 2019. I will also analyze the materials provided by the website Mujeres 
contra el Feminismo (Women Against Feminism) created in 2012, paying special attention to the comments online. 
The research on these materials started in 2015, and since then it seems that the rise of conservatism, and religious 
conservatism in particular, has influenced the general understanding of the meanings of feminist fights over the last 
40 years in Brazil. Nowadays, instead of arguments against feminism, it seems that the anti-feminism is based on 
personal attacks and the term “feminist” has taken on an offensive accusatory meaning.

Keywords: hate speech, feminism, anti-feminism, Brazil, conservative opposition to Women’s Rights
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CURRICULUM OCULTO SEXISTA Y HOMÓFOBO EN LOS LIBROS 
DE TEXTO DE LENGUA EXTRANJERA: EFICAZ HERRAMIENTA 
TRANSNACIONAL CONTRA EL PROGRESO DE LOS DERECHOS DE 
TODXS

THE HIDDEN SEXIST AND HOMOPHOBIC CURRICULUM IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEXTBOOKS: AN EFFECTIVE 
TRANSNATIONAL TOOL AGAINST THE RIGHTS OF ALL

Esteban Francisco López Medina (Complutense University of Madrid, Spain)

ABSTRACT (SPANISH)

El aprendizaje de lenguas extranjeras ha evolucionado de un reducido interés erudito a un requisito fundamental 
en el siglo XXI. La elección de la lengua extranjera a estudiar ha variado a lo largo del tiempo: si hace medio siglo 
la lengua extranjera más popular era el francés, actualmente se trata del inglés. Independientemente de la lengua 
objeto de aprendizaje, es indudable que dicha lengua se reviste de un prestigio que la legitima por encima de muchas 
otras.

Obviando la supuesta legitimidad de la primacía de unas lenguas sobre otras, el aula de lengua extranjera se 
convierte en un ambiente idóneo para, desde un enfoque comunicativo, tratar temas de la más variada índole y, 
en consecuencia, transmitir valores, con el añadido de que el alumnado no siente que se trate de una clase con 
carga ideológica, sino de una oportunidad para discutir e intercambiar ideas. En este contexto, los libros de lengua 
extranjera se muestran como herramientas útiles para transmitir los valores que la sociedad estima esenciales.

El estudio analiza la visión sobre el hombre y la mujer que se transmitía en los libros de texto de francés a mediados del 
siglo XX y cómo ha evolucionado en los actuales libros de lengua extranjera de inglés a principios del siglo XXI, tanto 
de forma explícita (currículum oficial) como implícita (currículum oculto). ¿Hay cambios sustanciales? ¿Los libros de 
texto son herramientas facilitadoras de una sociedad igualitaria? ¿O perpetúan las visiones más conservadoras de la 
sociedad con cambios superficiales y engañosos? 

Keywords: Libros de texto, lengua extranjera, currículum oculto, sociedad igualitaria, visiones conservadoras

ABSTRACT (ENGLISH)

To learn a foreign language has evolved from a reduced, scholarly interest to an essential requirement in the 21st 
century. The choice of foreign language to study has also changed throughout time: if half a century ago the most 
popular foreign language was French, nowadays it is English. Regardless of the foreign language to be learnt, it is 
undoubtful that it is entrusted with some prestige which legitimises it above the other ones.

Without questioning the supposed legitimacy of some languages over others, the foreign-language classroom is 
an appropriate environment to, from a communicative approach, deal with the most varied topics, thus conveying 
values. A further advantage is that students don’t feel this context as an ideological class but as the chance to discuss 
and exchange ideas. All things considered, foreign language textbooks, as a key resource in a foreign-language 
classroom, become efficient tools to convey the values a society regards as essential.

This study analyses the portrayal of men and women in French-as-a-foreign-language textbooks in the mid-20th 
century and how this has changed in the current books of English as a foreign language in the early 21st century, both 
explicitly (official curriculum) and implicitly (hidden curriculum). Are there any substantial changes? Are textbooks 
efficient tools conducive to an egalitarian society? Or do they perpetuate the most conservative views about society 
with superficial, misleading changes?

Keywords: Textbooks, foreign language, hidden curriculum, egalitarian society, conservative views.
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EXPLORATORY STUDY ON “ANTI-GENDER MOVEMENTS” IN CHILE
Jaime Barrientos-Delgado (Alberto Hurtado University, Chile)

ABSTRACT 

This study is the first approach to what is known as “gender ideology” or anti-gender movement in the country.  The 
study was conducted in Chile by collecting data from online sources (Google), academic sources (academic Google 
and scientific databases Scielo and Web of Science), and pieces of news (mainly from local newspapers such as La 
Tercera, El Mercurio, El Mostrador, and El Desconcierto).  In addition, to complement previous data several talks and 
brief interviews were made with several individuals considered as key informants belonging to: a) faculty members 
(2), activist lesbians, gays, bisexuals, and transsexuals (LGBT) and some feminists, (3) college activists (2), and priests 
working in theological research (2).  These interviews were aimed to examine the opinion of each informant about 
gender ideology, opinions about the advance of conservatism in the country, and suggestions about gaps in research 
on this issue, along with indications of other possible informants to interview. The topics addressed were: a) When did 
gender ideology emerge in Chile (first ideas)? b) Who were the most relevant actors and actresses? and, c) What have 
these actors and actresses said? Some of the most relevant findings show that the gender ideology movement in Chile 
started soundly in the country, above all with the discussion of the law of gender identity, which does not mean that 
its seed had not been planted long ago. In the short- and medium-term, how these hate expressions continue and 
their impact on people and anti-gender studies will have to be evaluated.

Keywords: gender ideology, Chile, conservative movements, anti-gender movements, LGTB activism

PENTECOSTALISM, ANTI-GENDER POLITICS AND THE 
AUTHORITARIAN TURN IN BRAZIL: NATIONAL LESSONS FROM 
GLOBAL PROCESSES

Gustavo Gomes da Costa (Federal University of Pernambuco, Brazil)

ABSTRACT 

The presence of Pentecostalism in politics has increased dramatically in the last two decades in Brazil. This is the 
result of a well-orchestrated political strategy, based on the expansion of (neo)Pentecostal churches in urban areas, 
particularly in low-income neighbourhoods, together with financial and organizational support of these churches 
to Pentecostal political candidates, the control of media and the extend use of an anti-gender and anti-women 
and LGBT rights moral rhetoric. LGBT rights have been central to this rhetoric, specially the opposition to same-sex 
marriage, the criminalization of homophobia and, more recently, the debate of gender and sexuality in schools.  
In recent years, the anti-LGBT agenda has also been articulated with other right-wing demands, such as pro-gun 
and pro-business lobbies, in a conservative front that was central not only to the impeachment of Dilma Rousseff in 
2016 but also to the recent election of Jair Bolsonaro in the 2018. The present paper aims to discuss the trajectory of 
Pentecostal representatives in Brazilian national congress since re-democratization in 1985 from the privileged point 
of view of the opposition to LGBT rights. This trajectory shed light to the recent authoritarian turn of many sections 
of Pentecostalism, which indicates a national imprint of a broader global process that connects moral conservatism 
with authoritarian experiences. 

Keywords: Brazil, Pentecostalism, religious political campaigns, LGBT rights, gender in the schools
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

MARRIAGE EQUALITY AND QUEER ACTIVISM/THEORY

Day:      Saturday, 28th September
Location and time:     G2, 13:30 – 15:10
Chair(s):       Andrew McCartan
Organizer(s):     Andrew McCartan (Maynooth University, Ireland) 

Language(s) of the session:     English language
Format of the session:    Paper presentation + discussion

SESSION ABSTRACT:

This session seeks to explore the ways campaigns for marriage equality are critiqued, challenged, experienced, and 
strengthened by with queer people, theory, and activism. 

Achieving marriage equality is an important goal of many national LGBT movements as it represents the attainment 
of full citizenship rights and the acceptance of LGBT people within the country. However, it is also a contentious issue 
that reveals and produces critical boundaries between different groups of contemporary LGBT and queer activists. 
Grassroots activists in opposition to marriage equality develop distinctly ‘queer’ and place-specific critiques that resist 
the perceived homonormative politics of national ‘mainstream’ marriage equality campaigns, and stage interventions 
to challenge these normativities. Mainstream campaigns can see the silencing or conforming of grassroots activism 
to temporarily support mainstream goals of marriage. However, boundaries surrounding ‘queer’ and ‘mainstream’ 
need further examined as ‘queer’ does not always exist in resistance to marriage equality. Positive relationships can 
exist between the mainstream and grassroots, where queer people negotiate marriage equality with other forms of 
relationships and politics.

Marriage equality also creates boundaries within Europe between places with and without supportive legislation, 
which reproduces problematic binaries of west/east, progressive/backwards, where marriage equality is equated with 
European identity. There remains room critical thinking in how these binaries can be challenged, and how solidarity 
can be produced across borders. Although mainstream national marriage equality campaigns have been shown to 
have transnational links with the spread of ideas and resources across national boundaries, less attention is paid to 
how queer grassroots critique travels and develops transnationally.

Keywords: Marriage Equality, Queer Theory, Mainstream LGBT movements, Grassroots activism

PRESENTATIONS INCLUDED IN THIS SESSION:

THE IMPACT OF QUEER ACTIVISM IN AND BEYOND THE 
MARRIAGE EQUALITY CAMPAIGN IN IRELAND 

Andrew McCartan (Maynooth University, Ireland)

ABSTRACT 

On 22nd May 2015, Ireland became the first country in the world to achieve same-sex marriage by popular vote. 
This paper begins an exploration of the complex relationship between mainstream and grassroots LGBT activism in 
Ireland before, during and beyond the campaign for marriage equality, to assess the usefulness and limits of ‘queer’ 
forms of activism in Ireland. Marriage equality has been understood as a quintessential example of the ‘radical versus 
assimilationist’ divide, where the issue highlights a significant political faultline between mainstream organizations 
focused on gaining equality via marriage and queer grassroots groups pushing back against the privileging of 
campaigns for marriage equality within national LGBT movements. Whereas mainstream activism is seen to be 
respectable and compatiable within existing political channels, queerer forms of activism can deploy a wide range 
of tactics that aim to disrupt the political norm. In Ireland, queerer forms of activism were initially used in support of 
Marriage Equality to distinguish the campaign from the then more mainstreamed campaign for civil partnership. 
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However, as the Marriage Equalty campaign became mainstreamed decisions were made which meant ‘queerer’ 
forms of activism were permitted and silenced at various points before and during the campaign. These decisions 
have had implications for the usefulness of queer activism in Ireland after marriage equality. This paper will offer 
preliminary insights into how the campaign for Marriage Equality in Ireland has impacted Irish queer activism, using 
an analysis of documentary sources and interviews with key players from the activist groups.

Keywords: Same-sex marriage, Queer, Activism, Grassroots, Respectability

(HOMO)NORMALISATION AND QUEER RUPTURES OF CZECH 
LGBTQ+ MOVEMENT POST-1989

Zdenek Sloboda (Czech Academy of Sciences, Palacký University in Olomouc, Czechia)

ABSTRACT 

The paper reviews a development of the LGBT+ movement and activism in the post-socialist Czechia. The development 
will be introduced in three distinctive phases. First, the period of „normalisation through tolerance of difference“ of the 
1990s. Second, the period of „normalisation through the acknowledgement of partnership inferiority“ of the LGBT+ 
activism around the passing of civil partnership in 2006. Third, the period of „normalisation through the adoption of 
heteronormative lifestyle“ (i.e. efforts to acknowledge homoparentality, to legalize step-child adoption, and same-sex 
marriage) after 2013.

A macro-structural analysis of various secondary sources (such as document analyses, media discourse analysis, data 
from existing qualitative studies, etc.) was used within the framework of social movements theory. Specifically the 
macro-analytical model of strategic orientation from Downey and Rohlinger (2008) was applied. The key finding 
of the analysis is a pattern of constant conformist, transactional, and normalizing approach of the movement 
interrupted by short transitory, (re)forming, queering moments. 

Keywords: LGBT movement, LGBT activism, movement development, Czechia, post-1989

DISCUSSION WITH LOCAL ADVOCATES OF MARRIAGE EQUALITY 
IN CZECHIA 

Invited guest Filip Milde (representative of Jsme Fér – We are Fair – coalition for marriage equality in Czechia) 
discussant Michal Pitoňák
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

SEXUAL AND SEXUALITY EDUCATION – THE MANUALS OF LOVE, 
SEX AND RELATIONSHIPS TO EVERYBODY

Day:      Friday, 27th September
Location and time:     LR, 13:30 – 15:10 
Chair(s):       Veronika Valkovičová
Organizer(s):     Veronika Valkovičová (Comenius University in Bratislava,   
       Slovakia)
       Gabriel Weibl (Comenius University in Bratislava, Slovakia) 

Language(s) of the session:     English language
Format of the session:    Paper presentation

SESSION ABSTRACT:

Sexuality education in Central and Eastern Europe is presumably comparatively less advanced than in Western 
European countries, due to the more conservative influences on education and sexuality education in particular. The 
state provided guidelines predominantly remain hostage to ideologies such as moralization, gender stereotyping 
and promote the traditional social role of sexuality, considering only heterosexual and procreative sexuality as being 
positive and healthy. This session will map the perceptions on sexuality education. It will identify state of the art, best 
practices and the voids in education and learning about sex and sexuality, in the case of children and youth through 
to adulthood. It will showcase multiple perspectives from online, home and/or schools, as these are some of the main 
educators when learning about sex. The session seeks to identify these (educational) spaces and to assess to what 
degree they might be disruptive to personal development, inclined to conformity owing to their ability to reproduce 
traditional gender hierarches, female subordination, sexual harassment or violence. It questions the role and the 
persona of the sex education “teacher” as well as the subject curricula. The session will showcase both empirical and 
normative studies in regards to sexuality education. Some of the suggested contribution of this session could focus 
on sexuality education and its bias towards heteronormativity; reflections on its place within science education; the 
idea of its standalone, ongoing and formal or informal character; the gender, queer and generational positioning 
of sexuality education; sexuality as a means of empowerment, health education or its absence as an ideological 
tool; and the dichotomy between different national and European legislative structures in this regard. Hence this 
session will cover the interdisciplinarity through the discourse of media, policies and politics juxtapositioned with 
the popularized issues of genderism as well as the needs, images and identities of youth and the idiosyncrasies of 
particular societies.

PRESENTATIONS INCLUDED IN THIS SESSION:

ETHICS OF CARE IN SEXUALITY EDUCATION 
Veronika Valkovičová (Comenius University in Bratislava, Slovakia)
Ľubica Libáková (University of Prešov, Slovakia)
Adriana Jesenková (University of Pavol Jozef Šafárik in Košice, Slovakia)

ABSTRACT 

The aim of this paper is primarily to map the status quo of sexuality education in Slovakia. The paper will first identify 
and ethically analyze the key aspects of media discourse in Slovakia and the discourse of ‘anti-gender movements’. It 
positions the mentioned media frameworks within the context of the need for sexuality education for children and 
young adults in conjunction with the possible sex education policies. Hence, the research focuses on different aspects 
of sex education in the area of public policies, the needs of young people and of the agenda and rhetoric of politicians 
from the whole political spectrum. The study poses questions on the role of sexuality education in the contemporary 
liberal and conservative political agenda as well as questions on the subjectivity of young adults, their agenda, 
positioning and various identities, which these politics (do not) take into account.  

Keywords: sexual education, ethics of care, frame analysis, referendum, anti-gender movements
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SEXUALITY EDUCATION, HOMAGE TO ADULTHOOD? 
PERCEPTIONS OF SLOVAK YOUTH

Gabriel Weibl (Comenius University in Bratislava, Slovakia)

ABSTRACT 

The presentation will highlight the perceptions of university students on sexuality education, with reflection on their 
own past experiences. The testimonies paint a picture of the ideal sexual education with some detailed nuances, 
based on an on-line anonymous survey at Slovak universities. The research aimed to capture the contemporary ideas 
of young adults, their knowledge, influences and practices. The article argues for longitudinal research on sexuality 
education, which would include high school students as well as teachers, doctors, nurses, psychologists and parents, 
all of whom already provide sex education. The aim is also to create an ongoing discussion between students and 
the mentioned stakeholders on an ideal and suitable form of sexuality education to ensure its greatest effectiveness. 
The findings highlight the roles of social media, cyber space and peers as the most influential and greatest content 
creators of what comprises sex education for contemporary youth.

Keywords: sexuality education, youth, perceptions, Slovakia

SEXUALITY EDUCATION STRATEGIES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
A POSITIVE AND GRATIFYING GENDER IDENTITY: A STUDY WITH 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILDREN IN PORTUGAL 

Cláudio Moreira (Polytechnical Institute of Lisbon, Portugal)
Maria João Silva (Polytechnical Institute of Lisbon, Portugal)

ABSTRACT 

To become aware of the diversity of gender expressions and identities is a goal suggested by the health education 
referential in Portugal and the Student Code refers the need for nondiscrimination on grounds of gender identity. 

In the last years, a set of research studies has been developed, in Portugal, in what concerns overcoming gender 
stereotypes in early education, and in elementary education. However, there is a need for research on gender diversity 
in school, both in Portugal and internationally. At the same time, there is a growing visibility of opinion manifestations 
against this holistic approach, defending gender stereotyping and promoting heteronormativity. 

In this context, this communication aims at presenting a qualitative research, with characteristics of action-research 
and of a case study, on strategies for the development, by elementary school children in Portugal, of a positive and 
gratifying gender identity. The guiding research question is: 2What strategies can be implemented with elementary 
school children, with the objective of transgressing gender stereotypes, facilitating a gratifying construction of gender 
identity?” 

In this way, this communication aims at contributing to a more inclusive sexuality education, addressing the 
challenges and recognizing the potentialities of promoting the development of a positive and gratifying gender 
identity by elementary school children in Lisbon, Portugal.

Keywords: sexuality education strategies, development, gender identity, Portugal
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EXISTENCES AND RESISTANCES IN THE SCHOOL SPACE: THE 
STUDENT PROTAGONISM AND THE GENDER AND SEXUALITY 
PATTERNS

Ana Carolina Ferraz dos Santos (Federal Center for Technological Education of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil)
Ana Carolina Barbosa (Federal Center for Technological Education of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil) 
Marcia Menezes Thomaz Pereira (Federal Center for Technological Education of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil)

ABSTRACT 

The school can be understood as a space for the bodies inhibition in relation to the gender roles and sexualities 
which are regulated by heteronormativity and hindered by the current political context. It is necessary to go beyond 
structural determinants and think the school like a space of subversion from hegemonic social representations. The 
youth‘s protagonism exerted in diverse social movements, like feminist struggle, reverberate in the school space, being 
necessary to consider the agency power and the active involvement of the students when demanding changes in the 
practices of violence that permeate this quotidian. In this context, the present work adds value to student’s perspective 
about their claims and experiences in the school space, highlighting student‘s forms of mobilization which seeks 
to promote institutional transformations linked to gender and sexuality guidelines. For this end, we approach the 
experience of a high school linked to vocational training located in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, which is still marked by a 
perspective strictly focused of technical education. We appealed to the discussions made on the project called „Group 
of study and debate about gender and sexuality“, initiated in 2016, and the students’ mobilization on the subject of 
sexual harassment, which culminated in the formation of the feminist collective Florescer in 2018. Such reflections 
are results of systematized observations of the authors and the application of questionnaires to the students involved 
in these experiences, and point to the tensions and challenges present in the school in relation to the recognition of 
these guidelines.

Keywords: gender, sexualities, students protagonism

SEXUAL EMANCIPATION AND VISUAL CRITICAL PEDAGOGY IN 
ACADEMIC SPACES

Ya‘Ara Gil-Glazer (Academic and Technology College of Tel-Hai, Israel)

This paper expands the concept of visual critical pedagogy (VCP). Based on four terms intrinsic to both critical 
pedagogy and visual culture – exposure, deciphering, representation and visibility – VCP proposes merging the theory 
and spatial practice of both fields. These concepts are used to analyze three case studies in which high-school and 
college students have applied VCP in academic spaces as an emancipatory activist tool against oppressive perceptions 
related to sexuality.

The first case is an exhibition by a high school student comprised of his bodily and facial portraits, representing his 
“outing” to the school community. The second is a presentation on genital mutilation - following works by Egyptian 
cartoonist Doaa Eladl – by three Israeli Arab college students, designed to raise a discussion on marginalized women’s 
right to their body, which also exposed Jewish students’ prejudices. The third case is a play performed by and based on 
college students’ personal stories, exposing the “knowledge” behind the contraceptive pill and leading to a discussion 
on issues such as gynecologist-patient power relations, the pharmaceutical industry, and male-female sexual 
freedom.

All cases represent a climatic encounter between spectators and artworks addressing contested sexual issues of broad 
social significance, in non-art sites. The works will be analyzed in the framework of visual culture, critical pedagogy, 
pedagogy of place and community-based education theory to demonstrate how VCP practices in academic spaces 
can present and create knowledge as an activist means of combatting offensive prejudices regarding sexuality in 
LGBT, feminist and intercultural contexts.

Keywords: visual critical pedagogy, sexuality, pedagogy of place, community-based education
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

QUEER URBAN CIRCULATIONS
Day:      Saturday, 28th September
Location and time(s):     VEZ, 13:30 – 15:10; 15:30 – 17:10

Organizer(s):     Max Andrucki (Temple University, The United States)
       Diego García (University College London,  
       The United Kingdom)

Language(s) of the session:    English
Format of the session:    Paper presentation

SESSION ABSTRACT:

This session seeks to address the materiality and recursivity of queer urban currents, motions and movements, aiming 
to explore urban spaces of flows and the technologies that map urban restless morphologies in relation to queer bodies. 
We will explore the various ways urbanisms and cosmopolitanisms, and the attendant geographic hegemonies and 
hierarchies, are reconfigured by queer circulations at a variety of scales. Bringing together an interdisciplinary group of 
academics from the fields of gender and sexuality studies, architecture, anthropology and geography, this session will 
explore queer urban circulations by putting the focus both on the queer bodies and bodily traces circulating to, from 
and around urban spaces, and the consequent emergence of publics and knowledges. Sixteen years on from Knopp 
and Brown‘s “Queer diffusions,” (2003) and almost 25 years since Kath Weston told us “Get thee to a big city” (1995), 
we revisit the question of queer mobilities, attending specifically to the urban and to questions of embodied difference 
and the role mobility plays in constituting these differences within the space of the urban. By framing this session 
in terms of “circulation” we specifically allude to embodied notions of vitality, rhythm, pulsation, and the fluidity of 
organic systems. Additionally the panel will explore the blurred limits between the private and public dimensions of 
such circulations through examining state and non-state modes of policing the mobile queer body, including religion, 
legislation, homonormativity, and (threats of ) violence.

A. FIRST SESSION

Day:      Saturday, 28th September
Location and time:     VEZ, 13:30 – 15:10
Chair(s):       Diego Garcia Rodriguez

TRAVELING POLITICS: GAY BODIES TRAVELING FROM URBAN 
SPACES 

Gilly Hartal (Bar-Ilan University, Israel)

ABSTRACT 

This paper explores body and politics in gay tourism, traveling to heritage sites and moving to and from urban spaces. 
A political investigation of the gay tourist body reveals latent discourses beyond commonly discussed urban touristic 
experiences such as pride marches. I argue that sensuality is central for gay tourists outside urban settings. That is, 
gay tourists use their senses rather than emotions – but not to make sense of a place or narrative. Rather, sensual 
enjoyment is itself a mode of gay tourism. When preformed in Israel, haptic, sensual and embodied practices reveal 
the depoliticization of touristic experiences, as gay tourists tend not to counter the political narrative presented to 
them. Sensual joy offers a way towards queering the (heteronormative) discourses of tourism in Israel/Palestine, 
revealing how pinkwashing operates through tourist sites just as it does by presenting Tel-Aviv and the urban as a 
space of LGBT acceptance.

Keywords: Gay tourism; Body in tourism; Sensuality; Pinkwashing; Queer mobilities; Geographies of Sexualities
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QUEER HOMELESSNESS: TROUBLING CRIMINALIZATION, 
DISPLACEMENT, AND PRIVACY IN THE CITY

Emma Spruce (London School of Economics, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT 

Urban homelessness is a queer issue. Across the globe, sexual and gendered non-normativity causes or contributes 
to home loss. Amongst the homeless population in London, where levels of rough sleeping have increased by at least 
132% since 2010, 1 LGBTQ+ people are significantly overrepresented. 2 To ‘queer’ homelessness, then, is to attend to 
the effect that gender and sexuality have on experiences of homelessness. As these material experiences are lived 
in relation to legal, media and advocacy discourses, this paper will begin by tracking the queer figure of the rough 
sleeper through these sites. To ‘queer’ homelessness is also, however, to critically interrogate the underlying concepts 
through which we approach experiences of sexual marginality and mobility in the city. Centering homelessness, I 
argue, demands an expansion of the conceptual language attending to the intersection of sexual and gendered 
non-normativity and experiences of criminalization, displacement, and privacy. In particular, centering homelessness 
challenges the association between mobility and freedom, interrupts geopolitical orthodoxies that presume to 
know the spaces and places where sexual rights are needed, and questions what kinds of neighborhood planning 
would allow all LGBTQ+ life to flourish. Drawing on transnational-queer-feminist scholarship, in this paper I suggest 
homelessness as a critical site for urban studies, which shows the need for interdisciplinary analysis, as well as the 
promise that an ‘issue-centered’ approach to theory holds for social transformation.

Keywords: queer, homeless, urban citizenship, London, sexuality

CERAMICS AND ANAL-LOG URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE
Max Andrucki (Temple University, The United States)

ABSTRACT 

In this paper I want to sketch out a theory of queer urban infrastructure that takes seriously the materiality of the post-
Fordist city and the role gay men play in its production. Writers like Edmund White, Samuel Delany, and Thom Gunn 
have articulated a sense in which bodily traces and viscosities of public and non-monogamous sexual encounter are 
the “sticky semen-glue that binds [gay men] together” (White 1997). Here I set out a proposition for queer geography to 
attend to the queer craft products as mobile image-objects that circulate through urban space, as the infrastructure of 
a queer city. Using Hocquenghem’s vision of a radical de-oedipalized and de-subjectivized erotics of the deprivatized 
anus, I examine the work of contemporary gay ceramics producers in London who combine explicit depictions of gay 
male anality with a broader queer politics of solidarity. Focusing on both the figurative and vessel traditions, I want to 
argue for the centrality of new sexual ecologies of craft production and distribution, and to attend to the sticky and 
binding qualities of clay itself, now imprinted with gay men’s bodies and sex practices, and traveling between public 
and private space I argue that these image-objects perform the publicity of city as a whole through the physical and 
psychic enactment of connection, distribution, domesticity, and care. 

Keywords: queer, urban, infrastructure, craft production

QUEER RELIGIOUS GEOGRAPHIES? BECOMING A QUEER MUSLIM 
IN JAVA

Diego García (University College London, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT 

Emerging from two periods of fieldwork in Java, Indonesia, this article draws on participant observation and in-
depth, semi-structured interviews to address the co-production of queer Muslim spaces and subjectivities through 
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the everyday practices of queer religious actors in urban spaces. What do queer religious geographies mean in this 
context? Approximations to this question are offered through an exploration of the lived realities of queer Indonesian 
Muslims who move between their queerness and religion engaging in commuting and integration processes. By 
looking at the domestic sphere, religious spaces and participation in LGBTIQ-rights NGOs, this article reflects on the 
possibility to conceptualize agency from within certain degrees of submission to norms

Keywords: Indonesia, Islam, queer Muslims, queer Muslim spaces

QUEER DIFFUSIONS, UNEVEN SPATIALITIES AND THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF HOMOPHOBIA IN HONG KONG

Ting-Fai Yu (Monash University, Malaysia)

ABSTRACT 

Based on an ethnographic study of the role of class in the lives of Hong Kong gay men, this paper examines my 
middle- and working-class informants’ subjective constructions of homophobia and demonstrates how their different 
transnational experiences and levels of mobility have come to inform the ways they perceived the local social climate. 
Vis-à-vis Hong Kong cosmopolitanism and a historically distinctive migration pattern, this paper puts the concept 
of queer diffusions to work in formulating a class critique that fosters productive tensions between global queering 
discourses and a Chinese homophobic order affecting present-day Hong Kong and other ethnic Chinese societies. 
My findings suggest that class operates spatially and is configured through the different reference points of everyday 
queer struggles, namely: the West and China, based on actual experiences and figurative imaginations, with which 
my informants compared Hong Kong in generating their respective concerns of safety and shame when confronting 
homophobic prejudices. Informed by the framework of queer Asia as disjunctive modernities, this paper concludes by 
revealing a locally embedded, globally enacted emancipatory logic that exemplifies multidirectional flows of queer 
globalization and, by implication, undermines the linear trajectory of sexual progress that envisions the West as the 
ultimate site for queer liberation.

Keywords: queer diffusions; spatialities; homophobia; gay men; Hong Kong

B. SECOND SESSION

Day:      Saturday, 28th September
Location and time:     VEZ, 15:30 – 17:10 
Chair(s):       Max Andrucki

REVEALING INTERIORS ONLINE: GRINDR AND NOLLI’S MAPS IN 
CONVERSATION

Havi Navarro (architect and independent Scholar, Spain) 
Diego Garcia Rodriguez (University College London, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT 

This paper explores the implications of the location-based dating app Grindr for mapping interior-built environments. 
Current technologies for imagery processing and Earth observation allow precise representation of the planet’s surface. 
Continuously rendered as an algorithm and archived on databases, these images are distributed as services for 
private and public institutions. While satellites, drones and cars have successfully registered urban areas from multiple 
views, they fail to access interior private spaces. The information missing from present-day maps is reminiscent of 
the black areas found in Giambattista Nolli’s celebrated map of Rome. When Nolli drew the map of Rome in 1736-
1748, he eliminated private spaces representing accessible interior spaces and open spaces equally. In this context, 
the background private spaces one can see in the images exchanged through the interactions of Grindr users become 
relevant. Bedrooms, bathrooms, living rooms and kitchens set the atmosphere for a potential sexual encounter. These 
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rooms shape the user identity. They are a symbol of protection, security, order and a place to experience intimacy and 
emotions. For queer bodies, private spaces often constitute the only physical space where they can develop private 
intimacy and sexual exploration with one another. When Grindr or similar location-based platforms mediate the 
encounter, these interiors are radically transformed.

Through this paper, we question the dynamics of power between image making and image consuming. Could 
the circulation of data streams produced from Grindr users depicting the rooms that their bodies inhabit serve as a 
monitoring technology beyond sexual exploration redefining the modern distinction between public and private?

Keywords: Grindr, mapping, Giambattista Nolli, public, private

QUEER SPACES IN BIG CITIES: CHALLENGING NOTIONS, 
RECREATING MEANINGS

Natalia Pais Fornari (University of York, The United Kingdom; Central European University, Hungary) 

ABSTRACT 

This paper explores the itinerant Queer party Heteronormadiva (São Paulo, Brazil) and its circulating models within 
the urban space.Supported by the understanding of Queer Latinidad (Rodríguez, 2003) and the Mobilities Framework, 
this piece aims to explore the itinerant party “Heteronormadiva” in the cosmopolitan city of São Paulo, connecting its 
circulating idea and model with the Balls in NYC in the 1980’s. It will analyse the Queer occupation of urban spaces in 
big cities, its challenging notions within the urban and the negotiations with heterosexual people, especially with the 
ones that however straight, rejects the notions of heteronormativity. Methods used include analysis of social media 
e.g. photographs, videos and events plus participatory observation in the party. The paper finds that a major audience 
of queer people, although straight people are also present, with both communities negotiating a safe and respectful 
place for everybody. Additionally, heteronormativity is put at stake with the creation of a discursive space that cha(lle)
nges the word “Heteronormative” to “Heteronormadiva”, leading to a whole new understanding that brings Diva to 
the centre. It recreates meaning and express pride of being a body that lives outside the heteronormative constructed 
world inside that space – and beyond.

Keywords: Queer Latinidad; Party; Urban; Mobilities; Safe Space.

PERCEIVING THE HETEROSEXIST CITY TO NAVIGATING AND 
MAKING OF QUEER SPACES: CASE OF A PLANNED CITY OF 
CHANDIGARH, INDIA

Preetika Sharma (Indian Institute of Science education and research, India)

ABSTRACT

Le Corbusier’s planned city of Chandigarh is a highly surveilled heteronormative city, nonetheless, queer men have 
successfully created and maintained queer-friendly spaces. This paper brings together the perceptions of the queer 
community about the nature of Chandigarh as a city. Through this lens, I bring together the intersections of a planned 
urban space and sexual identity and its impact on the making, visibility, and networking of a queer community. I use 
the framework of Lefebvre’s spatial dialectic. I analyze the interviews of Kothi (Hindi term for the queer identity of men), 
focused on their perceptions about the Chandigarh city. This research is important because interviews with the Kothi 
men reflect the impact of their understanding about the social strata of residents, fashion, economic structure and 
planned nature of the city on their visibility in various spaces. This research is an outcome and part of my doctoral 
research on the Chandigarh city. For this study, I have analyzed interviews of 20 men who identify themselves as Kothi, 
who have lived in the Chandigarh city from 5 or more years. I conclude that discourses about a ‘planned’ and ‘modern’ 
city in a heterosexist space can lead to the production of understated queer spaces that are very well navigated by the 
queer community on an everyday basis.

Keywords: urban space; planned city; sexuality
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MOTIVES FOR RURAL-TO-URBAN MIGRATIONS OF LGBT 
PERSONS IN SLOVENIA

Peter Kumer (Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Slovenia)

ABSTRACT

A large body of literature suggests that LGBT people, who have lived in cities after having grown up in rural areas, 
perceive rural areas as unwelcoming and cities as attractive place to build a queer identity. At the same time, they 
think of their migration to cities as part of their coming out process. Slovenia was the first of all the former Yugoslav 
republics where modern gay and lesbian rights movements occurred. Therefore, it was also one of the first post-
socialist countries to achieve normalisation of homosexuality. The study based on on-line questionnaires reveals the 
particularity of living as an LGBT in rural areas of Slovenia and motives for migration to large urban centres. The 
most important reason for moving to Ljubljana, largest city in Slovenia, was living in an environment which allows 
meeting large number of like-minded people. At the same time surprisingly large number of LGBT have experiences of 
living in cities abroad or have visited them frequently throughout the year. Reasons for such migrations abroad which 
are related to sexual orientation comprise higher chances for entertainment, visiting a partner, tolerant environment 
and concentration of LGBT persons. The study also examined practices in using location-based dating applications 
and revealed that most of the LGBT from rural areas use these applications exclusively when in Ljubljana or exclusively 
when in city outside Slovenia. An important reason for not using applications in rural areas is small number of LGBT 
in the vicinity, little outed profiles and small likelihood of finding a person according to the preferences. Most LGBT 
persons living in rural areas have not experienced any problems regarding their sexual orientation. However, those 
who have already experienced problems reported unacceptance, disapproval, offensive suggestions, rumours, weird 
looks and prejudice as their main negative experiences related to sexual orientation. Beside this, some of them have 
developed adaptation strategies such as being closeted and mimicking heteronormative standards when living in 
the rural areas. Some of them also emphasized loneliness and isolation as two characteristics of living in the rural 
areas. The results indicate that LGBT persons living in the rural environment might come out less frequently than 
those, who live in the city.

Keywords: rural geography, rural sociology, acceptance, rural-urban divide, sexual orientation.
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

RESEARCH AND EMPOWERMENT OF FEMINIST AND LGBTQ+ 
POLITICS IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE

Day:      Thursday, 26th September
Location and time:     LR, 11:00 – 12:40
Organizer(s):     Michal Pitoňák (Queer Geography, Czechia) 
Chair(s):       Anna Rekhviashvili, Michal Pitoňák

Language(s) of the session:    English
Format of the session:    Paper presentation

SESSION ABSTRACT:

In this session, we will discuss the applicability of ‘Western’ ideas and concepts to within various othered, ‘non-
Western’ local context. We examine their ability to grasp local nuances and complexities in regard to sexuality and 
gender. Furthermore, when, nowadays, some CEE political elites and members of society are becoming increasingly 
supportive of nationalist ideas, others strive for closer relations and conversations with ‘the West’. The session will 
provide important insights into the role of ‘Western’ actors in promoting liberal democratic values in the region and 
the ways it might be affecting domestic academic, political, and social backlashes.

The session will also cover various dynamics of the emergence and development of LGBTQ+ movements in Central 
and Eastern European (CEE) countries from political, historical, legal, sociological, queer, and feminist perspectives. 
LGBTQ+ movements in these countries have developed variously depending on their political social, and other 
contexts. Local LGBTQ+ activists face various issues in pursuit of their goals. Some issues such as issues of identity, 
discrimination, and homophobia might be similar to issues experienced by many LGBTQ+ people and activists across 
the globe. Other issues might depend on the local context. The session will offer insights on factors shaping recent 
developments in the region and explaining the impact of those on local LGBT+ movements and communities. 

‘SEE DIVERSITY, SEE FREEDOM’: BALTIC PRIDE MARCHES AND 
HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHIES OF THE TALLINN, RIGA, AND VILNIUS

Clinton Glenn (McGill University, Canada)

ABSTRACT 

In 2017, Baltic Pride returned to Tallinn, Estonia for the first time in three years. Unlike many other pride festivals 
around the world, Baltic Pride rotates among the three Baltic States on a yearly basis. What made Baltic Pride 2017 
stand out was a pride march held in the centre of the Old Town – there has not been a pride march in Estonia since 
2007. This paper takes the pride march of 2017 as a starting point for an interrogation of the symbolic geography of 
the Baltic capitals: Tallinn, Riga, and Vilnius. I contend that such marches represent a form of LGBT appropriation of 
national histories and memories – for example, the march in Tallinn passed by Town Hall Square and Freedom Square 
at the base of Toompea Hill – locations that have prominent places in Estonian national identity. Similarly, in Riga 
the Baltic Pride marches typically begin Vērmanes Park before marching down Brīvības iela (Freedom Street), while 
in Vilnius pride marches are held on Gedmino Prospektas, beginning at Lukiškes Square and ending at the foot of 
Gedimino Tower near the Palace of the Grand Dukes of Lithuania. These spaces are also intimately tied to the histories 
of occupation of the Baltic States – in particular, institutions connected to the NKVD, Gestapo, and KGB are situated 
on the march routes. It is my contention that these routes engage with cities as living archives, reconfiguring their 
historical geographies through queer appropriations of space. Here pride marches attempt to counter narratives that 
position LGBT rights as “foreign” to the Baltics, imposed by the European Union; such rhetoric mirrors the language of 
occupation and repression that continues to be linked to the period during which the Baltic States were occupied by 
the Soviet Union.

Keywords: LGBT, urbanism, pride, Baltics, post-colonialism
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SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CONTEXT OF THE SEXUAL RIGHTS IN 
GEORGIA – A DECOLONIAL PERSPECTIVE

Anna Rekhviashvili (York University, Canada)

ABSTRACT 

The aim of this paper is to explore what it means to write about sexual rights in Western academia from a colonial 
space the history and present of which is not easily intelligible through the lenses of Western critical scholarship. 
My interest lies in unpacking the transnational political context for sexual rights struggle in former Russian colony 
and now post-Soviet republic of Georgia. However, finding conceptual frameworks and tools for understanding the 
politics of sexuality in a post-Soviet space in a way that acknowledges its colonial history and post-colonial present 
is difficult. While, on the one hand, in order to grasp the complexity of sexual rights organizing in Georgia one needs 
to account for how it relates to the global condition of homonationalism (Puar, 2013) originating in the West, on the 
other hand, it also needs to unpack contradictions present in the space which is shaped by more than one imperial 
relationship. The concept of homonationalism and the way it has been theorized and applied transnationally is 
heavily grounded into the problematic paradigm of the “West vs the Rest’ and sees the western (US and EU based) 
imperialism or neo-colonialism as the center of its critique (see Agathangelou 2013, Sabsay 2013). In places such as 
Georgia, the history of which has been written in relation to Tsarist and Soviet Russia and is still a primary target of 
Russian imperialism, political context of sexual rights struggle is heavily influenced by Russia’s recent turn to so called 
‘traditional values’, which defines itself primarily in opposition to western understandings of sexual democracy. The 
discourse of “Traditional Values” that manifested in (in)famous gay-propaganda and foreign agents laws is, on the 
one hand, depicted as anti-colonial by Russian authorities.  On the other hand, it is itself an imperial move for Russia 
(Laruelle 2015). By aligning to and shaping nationalist and conservative actors in its former colonies, Russia claims 
to share ideological grounds and cultural closeness in post-Soviet places, including Georgia. Hence, political context 
for understanding LGBTQ rights in Georgia requires analysis of both Western and Russian imperialisms and the 
conflicting geopolitics of sexual rights, which is more than post-colonial frameworks that focuse solely on the critique 
of the West can encompass. However, instead of trying to modify conceptual maps of institutionalized theories of 
colonialisms and imperialisms based on the “West versus the Rest” dichotomy which usually overlook post-Socialist 
spaces, in this paper I argue for the need of questioning the westernocentrism of western origin critical theory and 
propose decolonial thinking grounded in Madina Tlostanova’s analysis of Imperial difference and double colonies as 
a way of fully understanding political context of sexual rights struggle in a post-Soviet state.

Keywords: Sexual rights; LGBT; critical theory; decolonial thought; homonationalism, imperialism

INSTRUMENTALISING WOMEN’S BODIES IN POLITICAL 
RHETORIC, YET AGAIN: POLITICAL ECONOMY OF FEAR AND 
PUBLIC SPACE IN BUDAPEST 

Mirjam Sagi (Eötvös Loránd University, Hungary)

ABSTRACT 

Drawing on critical theory, I argue that fear has been institutionalised in the form of neoliberal policies and urban 
agendas to legitimate revanchist gentrification paired with excessive safety measures, resulting in the militarization 
of public space and therefore in the further marginalisation of vulnerable groups. I believe that such processes 
have gained an old-new face since the “refugee crisis” has hit Central and Eastern Europe, and more authoritarian 
leadership has emerged in many countries. My research focuses on the ways in which fear and women’s bodies, have 
been instrumentalised, yet again, in political rhetoric shaping public spaces, in a time, when both market forces are 
increasingly determining (further criminalising the poor) and governments are taking authoritarian turns (spreading 
xenophobia). The concept, ‘femonationalism’ by Sara Farris (2017) helps me to highlight some of the differences and 
similarities in the ways in which women’s bodies are instrumentalised in political rhetoric in the case of Hungary and 
other, non-Eastern European countries. I approach my research through a feminist political economy lens and by the 
analysis of political rhetoric across government connected media outlets in Hungary using both computer programs 
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and discourse analysis as research methods.

Keywords: public space, militarization, political rhetoric, othering, femonationalism

UNDERSTANDING ‘DISCIPLINARY ANXIETIES’ AS OBSTACLES IN 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF FEMINIST AND QUEER THOUGHT IN 
CZECH GEOGRAPHY

Michal Pitoňák (Queer Geography, Czechia)

ABSTRACT 

In this contribution, I critically discuss the plausible causes of the “delayed” development of feminist and queer 
approaches in Czech human geographical thought (Daněk 2013; Pospíšilová & Pospíšilová 2014). By making use of 
my own subjective experiences as well as my long-term study of “developmental debates,” within Czech geography, I 
conceptualize and identify what might be called “disciplinary anxieties.” These “anxieties” may assume different forms 
at different contexts and times, but at the same time they may be useful for analyzing the current state of development 
of feminist and queer thought in Czech geography, and perhaps elsewhere (Timár 2007).

I identified at least three forms of “disciplinary anxieties.” First, which sometimes manifests itself as an urge to oppose 
views portraying/endangering geography as second class/auxiliary discipline. Second, that may originate from 
specific sentiment fueling questions such as whether geography as a discipline requires some “shared common 
ground,” one that may exclude that which makes it slippery. And third, an anxiety emanating from locally “doubly 
isolated” state of the discipline – on one side caused by lacking strong ties with related social/human sciences, and on 
the other side perpetuated by lasting “post-socialist isolation” effectively shielding local geographical thought from 
establishing “uneasy” conversations with theoretical thought that originate(d) “elsewhere.” 

I conceptualize/identify/construct these “disciplinary anxieties” to produce tensions that may translate into vehicles 
of our “fight for recognition” (Timár 2007) because many of us are/were excluded as misfits or dissidents due to our 
desires to follow our inner feminist and queer compasses.   

Keywords: geographical though, development, feminist geographies, queer geographies, Czechia

EMERGENCE AND DEVELOPMENT OF LGBTQI ACTIVISM IN 
POST-SOCIALIST BULGARIA: GENERATIONS, INVOLVEMENT, AND 
IDENTIFICATIONS

Shaban Darakchi (Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Bulgaria)

ABSTRACT 

This study investigates the emergence and development of LGBTQI activism in Bulgaria. More specifically, the main goal 
of this paper is to identify and analyse the engagement with activism, community involvement, and identifications 
of different generations Bulgarian LGBTQI activists. Based on a thesis that these notions are different among different 
generations, the analysis identifies the main historical and political factors which have had a significant impact 
on these processes. The analysis pays specific attention to LGBTQI activism in times of the so-called „anti-gender/
LGBTQI campaigns” in a post-socialist Bulgarian context, taking into account the a) socialist past in Bulgaria, (b) 
the enlargement of EU in 2007, and (c) global processes, the Internet and social media. The source of data consists 
of discourse analysis of web platforms and social media, in-depth semi-structured interviews and oral histories with 
self-identified LGBTQI activists in Bulgaria.

Keywords: LGBTQI activism; social movements; community involvement; community building; Bulgaria
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

MAKING SPACE FOR QUEER YOUTH IN HETERONORMATIVE LEISURE 
SPACES

Day:      Friday, 27th September
Location and time:     G2, 13:30 – 15:10
Chair(s):       Maarten Loopmans, Xin Pan
Organizer(s):     Marjan Moris (Expeditions vzw/Leuven University, 
       Belgium)      
       Thomas Wimark (Stockholm University, Sweden) 
       Maarten Loopmans (KU Leuven, Belgium)
       Xin Pan (Expeditions vzw, KU Leuven, Belgium)
       Enrico Rossetti (Venice International University, Italy) 

Language(s) of the session:    English
Format of the session:    Paper presentation 
       Artwork

SESSION ABSTRACT:

Heteronormativity has been recognized as the institutionalized heterosexual normativity which “regulates those kept 
within its boundaries as well as marginalizing and sanctioning those outside them” (Jackson 2006: 105). Embedded 
in spaces and (re)produced by discourses, social interactions and practices of individuals, it contributes to constrained 
and oppressive environments for non-heterosexual subjectivities and desires. Queer young people’s identification 
and socialization is tainted by the need to negotiate heteronormativity in various places. Schools (Dalley & Campbell 
2006, Schroeder 2012), the home (Gorman-Murray 2008), and cyberspace (Fraser 2010) have all been discussed as 
heteronormative spaces, both in their oppressive and exclusionary dimensions, as well as focusing on the possibilities 
to open up and bend the heteronormativity of such spaces.

This session aims to explore the everyday spaces and places, in particular leisure time environments, where young 
people socialize and negotiate heteronormativity (Mayberry 2013, Wagaman 2016). We believe there is a need to 
better understand how heterosexism and heteronormativity is settled/unsettled in youth spaces. Therefore, we want 
to produce knowledge regarding experiences and practices that make space for agency and perspectives of young 
queer people in heteronormative social spaces and everyday lives. This call for papers addresses geographers and 
social researchers in general, but also youth workers and people who are at the frontline interacting with queer youth. 
Places of study could include sports clubs, youth (work) organizations, youth clubs, nightlife places, …

PRESENTATIONS INCLUDED IN THIS SESSION:

VILLAGE PEOPLE: ‘YET ANOTHER’ ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY ON A 
GAY-CONNOTED URBAN SPACE OF LEISURE 

Marco La Rocca (Gran Sasso Science Institute, Italy) 

ABSTRACT 

This paper presents the results of a participant observation at Gay Village, a three-month-long summertime festival 
organised in the capital of Italy: Rome. Gay Village was created in 2002 after the success of the 2000 World Pride, 
and over the years it has steadily grown to become one of the most important events of Rome’s summertime 
entertainment. Having introduced both the history of the festival, and the organisation and development of the 2017 
edition (when participant observation was conducted), the paper delves into the geographies and social dynamics 
of Gay Village’s main events: its clubnights. The ethnographic work revealed a significant presence of heteronormed 
cisgender young men among the club crowd; their experience of and practices throughout the dancing nights often 
turned into forms of aggressive spatial appropriation, which easily created a sense of discomfort and lack of safety 
among women and queer subjectivities. While scholarly work has already thoroughly investigated the progressive 
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‘straightening’ of mainstream gay-connoted venues, Rome’s Gay Village appears to be an urban artefact that not 
only does not convincingly challenge spatial heteronormativity, but to a certain extent it also fails to successfully 
replicate a classic Neoliberal paradigm of ‘urban gay-friendliness’. And this happens in a metropolitan context that 
is fully integrated within the common notion of ‘West’. Consequently, Rome’s Gay Village challenges, from within, 
assumptions on the uniformity of the geopolitical construct of ‘West’ in terms of gender and sexual matters, while 
also echoing the scholarly problematisation of Neoliberal models that attempt to conjugate queer liberation with 
capital accumulation. 

Keywords: Village, Rome, Heteronormativity, Gay consumption, West

APPROPRIATING SPACES AND PLAYING WITH FUTURES: LGBTQ+ 
YOUTH MOVEMENT IN ISRAEL 

Avner Rogel (The Magnus Hirschfeld Research Institute,Germany; IGY and The Hebrew University of Jerusa-
lem, Israel)

ABSTRACT 

IGY is a voluntary non-governmental movement in Israel of LGBTQ+ youth (13 to 23 years old), active mostly the 
informal educational framework. IGY was founded in 2002, operating mostly in Tel Aviv. IGY’s main aim was to provide 
emotional-psychological support spaces in close discrete groups for LGBTQ+ youth to meet. 

Over the past decade, IGY has changed dramatically, shifted its orientation, expanded its geographical and 
demographic scope and added different kinds of activities. Activities in the center of the country were not enough 
anymore; IGY wanted to create activities throughout the country and to create an image of a future for the youth in 
which they would not necessarily have to move to Tel Aviv. IGY now operates in the geographical periphery of Israel, 
including cities and towns in the most southern and northern parts of the country, and also offers activities for a 
variety of age groups, and for youth from various backgrounds. Its orientation shifted to outward social-educational 
activism in the general society. More and more, LGBTQ+ youth are become active and involved in the organisation’s 
activities, as opposed to passively receiving support from an adult figure. Youth in IGY now themselves facilitate 
groups for their younger peers and are active within frameworks outside of the organization, providing educational 
programs that deal with gender and sexuality for the general population, not just for LGBTQ+ youth. 

In this paper, I will discuss IGY’s space-time (Massey 1994). I would like to argue that IGY’s activities, which celebrate 
the possibility of transcending the dominant boundaries of space and time are creating in the local context a deep 
subversion of the heteronormative order. This present paper is based on the contextualization of IGY’s activities in 
relation to theories of queer space (Nash 2006; Brown 2009; Oswin 2014) and queer time (Halberstam 2005; Muñoz 
2006; Freeman 2010). 

Keywords: Informal education, LGBTQ+ youth, youth movement, heteronormativity, space-time, queer space, queer time, NGO, Israel

SOCIO-SPATIAL CONFIGURATIONS OF THE ENGLISH LGBTQ+ 
NIGHT-TIME ECONOMY

Amy Zala (University of Leicester, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT 

The night-time economy (NTE) has been theorised as a unique leisure space for consumption (Winlow and Hall, 2006), 
identity construction and performance (Nicholls, 2019). Individual experiences of the NTE have been explored as being 
constructed along intersecting lines of gender, class, ethnicity and sexuality (Echols, 2010; Nicholls, 2019). With recent 
growing academic interest in sexual violence, experiences of and resistances against sexualised violence in night-
time spaces has been a recent focus for feminist research (Fileborne, 2016; Mendes, 2015). Concurrently, heterosexual 
norms are ‘constructed and reproduced spatially’ (Hubbard, 2008:640) in the NTE, and heterosexual subjectivities are 
widely entrenched, for example, through the socio-spatial figurations of sexual desire in night-time spaces (Matsinhe, 
2009) and in the heteronormative ‘sticky atmospheres’ of lad culture (Diaz-Fernandez & Evans, forthcoming). 
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However, experiences of the meanings given to ‘nights out’ in the queer NTE and to sexualised violence in these 
spaces have yet to be studied with a critical, intersectional feminist lens.  This project seeks to understand socio-
spatial figurations of LGBTQ+ night-time spaces in contemporary England through visual-autoethnography of queer 
nightlife spaces in three English cities, and qualitative interviews with participants of these spaces. The meanings given 
to experiences of LGBTQ+ centred night-time ‘leisure locations’ (Measham, 2002) in terms of consumption, politics 
and (re)constructing identity are also explored in the wider context of the neoliberal urban night. This research speaks 
to the conference brief closely in terms of exploring resistances to hetero-patriarchy in the concept of ‘reclaiming’ the 
urban night through participation in consuming queer nightlife spaces.

Keywords: (Re)claiming night life spaces, Resistances to heteropatriarchy within the night-time economy, Affective atmospheres of queer urban nightlife

QUEERING TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO CARNIVAL
Amanda T. Mc Intyre (Founder and Speaker of the She Right Collective, Republic of Trinidad and Tobago)

ABSTRACT 

The “You are worthy” performance of two Baby Dolls in the Trinidad and Tobago Carnival 2019 irritated heteronormative 
traditions and contemporary assumptions. Carnival on the Caribbean island of Trinidad looks back on a history of 
more than two-hundred years. Like other carnivals all over the world, Trinidad and Tobago Carnival exhibits a long 
tradition of transvestism (Hill 1972, 5) Pissenlit. The Dame Lorraine and the Baby Doll are among the traditional 
characters engaging in cross-dressing. Only, these instances of transvestism did not challenge heteronormative 
assumptions of carnival performers and onlookers. In these traditional characters, men performed as women and 
thus notwithstanding their appearance, created a male dominated space. These performances furthermore served 
ridicule, parody and burlesque, displaying the ‘other sex’ pejoratively to reinforce heteronormative assumptions. Yet, 
importantly, ridicule, parody and burlesque are not the only ways to perform traditional characters. Instead, it has 
been a significant characteristic of Devil Bands, Midnight Robbers or Black Indians (all part of Trinidad Carnival’s 
traditional masquerade) to perform seriously, majestically and appreciating, in one word, positively. My Baby 
Doll performance “You are worthy” in Trinidad and Tobago Carnival 2019 transgressed male-female boundaries, 
transformed traditional responsibilities of parenting and reconsidered roles of agency. “You are worthy” highlighted 
the self-worth of female baby dolls, male parenting and female carnival participation in a performance including 
masqueraders and onlookers. Thus “You are worthy” offered an imminent, interactive and transformative critique. In 
my talk, I will therefore first describe traditional and contemporary Trinidad and Tobago Carnival as a heteronormative 
space of leisure. In a second step, I will show and describe the performance “You are worthy” in Carnival 2019. Third 
and last, I will analyse the performance, its intersubjective effects, detailing its failures, successes and ambiguities.

Keywords: Baby Doll Mas, Trinidad and Tobago Carnival, Queering Carnival, Performing Gender, Performing Sexuality, Caribbean Feminism
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WELLBEING OF QUEER YOUNG PEOPLE IN HETERONORMATIVE 
YOUTH SPACES

Marjan Moris (Expeditions vzw/Leuven University, Belgium)
Thomas Wimark (Stockholm University, Sweden) 
Maarten Loopmans (KU Leuven, Belgium)
Xin Pan (Expeditions vzw, KU Leuven, Belgium)
Enrico Rossetti (Venice International University, Italy)

* vzw means non-profit organization in Belgium

ABSTRACT 

Heteronormativity permeates in daily spaces and places where queer young people are active in, and it interacts with 
race, class, and gender, etc. to impact queer youth on their wellbeing and psychological health. Schools (Kosciw et al, 
2013), media (Evans 2007) and other spaces have continually (re)produced negative environments for queer youth 
regarding their identification and socialization. Having started from February 2019, our project is based in the Flemish 
part of Belgium, and we conducted interviews among LGBTQIA+ and youth organizations in order to explore how 
queer young people negotiate with heteronormativity in multiple places and how heteronormativity gets settled/
unsettled in Belgian youth work and youth spaces, as well as to make recommendations for a more LGBTQIA+ 
inclusive youth work sector. In the session, we will present our research result in artworks (posters/ boards/ comics, 
etc.) instead of paper, hoping to make the academic space more inclusive and to inspire participants for discussion. 
The endeavor is also intended to make the session space itself towards a non-heteronormative space. 

Keywords: queer youth, wellbeing, heteronormativity, leisure space
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SESSIONS BASED ON SUBMISSIONS 
FROM THE GENERAL CALL



75

TITLE OF THE SESSION:

HOMONATIONALISMS: BODIES AND SPACES OF CONFRONTATIONS
Day:      Friday, 27th September
Location and time:     PR, 10:30 – 12:10 
Chair(s):       Ruthie Ginsburg, Hongwei Bao

WHAT LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT: NETTA BARZILAI, URBAN 
CULTURE. AND THE ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN CONFLICT 

Ruthie Ginsburg (Bezalel Academy of Art and Design, Israel)

ABSTRACT

On May 2018 the Israeli performer Netta Barzilai won the Eurovision. The day after, clashes between the Israeli army 
and Palestinian protestors along the Gaza fence resulted in numerous casualties. The two episodes may have produced 
a split-screen view, but the celebration in the square of Tel Aviv obscured what occurred on the state’s margins and 
presented a picture of victory. Netta was embraced with love. People saw her as a role model of a woman who refuses 
to apologize for diverging from the female performer‘s archetype. Celebrating differences was opposed to the denial 
of the ‚other‘. The collective love for Netta ostensibly reinforced a feeling of national belonging. 

I seek in the presentation to restore the split-screen perspective by analyzing the spatial and political figuration of 
this picture of victory. Netta‘s acceptance is linked to the LGBT and urban camp cultures associated with Eurovision. 
Adding to „homonationalism“ scholarship regarding the Israel/Palestine conflict, I argue that Netta’s embrace is 
connected to politics of emotion. Following Sarah Ahmed, I show how „love“ framed Netta‘s event as a picture of 
victory and mis-framed the protests at Gaza. I address also photographs of Palestinian protests from the OPT and 
the otherness performed in them, as these images adopt an “urban” form of resistance by estranging their subjects’ 
bodily appearance through fantasy and playfulness and thus bring the marginal community closer to the center of 
attention. 

Keywords: spatial performance; unfamiliar body; picture of victory; politics of emotions; Israel/Palestine conflict; Gaza; Eurovision; Netta Barzilai

HOMONATIONALISM OR HOMOPOPULISM IN WESTERN 
EUROPE?

Marco Bitschnau (University of Neuchâtel, Switzerland)

ABSTRACT

Social policies favored by right-wing populist parties (RWPPs) show traditionally only a low degree of compatibility 
with the emancipatory worldview that undergirds political demands for LGBT+ equality. While the former seek to 
preserve and reproduce sexual hierarchies, the latter is typically based on an immanent plurality of identities and 
expressions. In Western Europe, however, populist resentment against the LGBT+ community has been significantly 
reduced by two developments of the recent past: First, due to an effective combination of growing social acceptance 
(especially for LGB individuals), juridical interventions, and progressive legislation, many hot-button issues such as 
marriage equality have been gradually rendered less controversial and contested. Secondly, the fight against Islam 
and what is perceived as the ‘Islamization of Europe’ has become a focal point for most right-wing populist actors, 
thereby causing other issues to fade into the background. 

This contribution argues that both of these developments have affected the political rationale of Western European 
RWPPs and caused them to become more LGBT+-friendly. In particular, the construction of the Muslim ‘other’ as 
aggressive and dangerous has helped to establish different narratives of protection. Some of them explicitly highlight 
the sexual liberty of LGBT+ citizens as a civic value, whereas others only promise the protection of their lives and 
physical integrity. Referring to party platforms and political speeches, both types are explored, contrasted, and found 
to adhere less to the nation and more to populist imaginations of civilizational identity and values.
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Keywords: right-wing populism; queer politics; equality; protection; Islam

BEYOND WESTERN THEORIES: ON THE USE AND ABUSE OF 
‘HOMONATIONALISM’ IN EASTERN EUROPE

Roman Leksikov (University of Alberta, Canada)
Dafna Rachok (Indiana University Bloomington, The United States)

ABSTRACT 

The concept of “homonationalism,” coined by Jasbir Puar, has been gaining attention and has been put into quite 
some use and abuse in the last decade, both at home and in the Second world as well. This paper challenges the 
alleged universal explanatory potential of the term “homonationalism” by analyzing the context in which the term 
was developed and juxtaposing it then with the context of Eastern Europe (Ukraine in particular). Aiming to start a 
conversation about the applicability of this concept to the post-socialist space and pondering the unequal conditions 
of knowledge-production, we consider the tacit assumptions inherent in the concept of homonationalism and the 
current situation with LGBTI movement in Ukraine.

Keywords: homonationalism, queer critique, LGBTI+ activism, postsocialism, Ukraine

BRIGHT LIGHTS, SEXY BODIES: QUEER FILM CULTURES IN 
SHANGHAI

Hongwei Bao (University of Nottingham, The United Kingdom) 

ABSTRACT

Shanghai has increasingly been seen as the ‘gay capital’ of China, with an annual LGBTQ Pride, two queer film 
festivals and numerous queer commercial venues. In a context where political activism is under constraint, cultural 
activism, exemplified by the making and screening of queer films, has become an important form of queer activism in 
China. Recognising that queer films not only represent sexual identities and urban spaces and they also shape them 
in powerful ways, this article asks what types of queer identities and urban spaces these screen cultures construct. In 
this article, I examine Shanghai’s urban spaces associated with, represented in, and created by queer filmmaking and 
screening. By using the Shanghai Pride Film Festival, the Shanghai Queer Film Festival, and a Shanghai-based queer 
film collective CINEMQ as examples, I illustrate how queer film cultures in Shanghai have emerged at the intersections 
of state and local policies, burgeoning creative industries and a ‘pink economy’, as well as local community’s 
activist engagement. These cultures are highly contingent and volatile and are constantly subject to state control, 
commercialisation, and subcultural distinction. Situating Shanghai’s queer film cultures in China’s postsocialist and 
neoliberal context, where state control and market liberalisation collide, and amidst Shanghai’s ambition to become 
a global city with its concomitant preferential policies to develop commercialised creative and cultural industries, 
I unravel the cultural politics of queer identities and activism as well as the possibilities and limits of queer screen 
activism in urban China.

Keywords: global city, urban space, queer film, cultural activism, creative and cultural industries  
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APPROACHING QUEER CONFIGURATIONS IN CATALONIA 
THROUGH THE CONCEPT OF HOMONATIONALISM 

Nuria Sadurni (University of Girona, Spain)

ABSTRACT

The folding back of certain queer subjects into life and its effects is an issue which has been addressed by a myriad of 
scholars. From Lisa Duggan’s notion of homonormativity to more recent work on homonationalism by authors such 
as Jasbir Puar, many analytical tools have been developed to interrogate how the supposed inclusion of the queer 
subject has taken place and which are the consequences of such a biopolitical movement. 

Following precisely these theoretical elaborations on homonationalism, understood through coloniality, this paper 
focuses on the case of Catalonia, in a highly critical moment of nation imagining in which queer issues have moved 
not only to the center of life but also commonly to the center of mainstream politics. Through the elaboration of 
narrative productions (see Balasch and Montenegro, 2003) with LGBTI, queer and tranfeminist activists working in 
Catalonia, I have developed an informed critique of queer inclusion in Catalonia. 

The preliminary results of this research point to an assemblage of colonial configurations of the world-system and 
LGBTI policies, which take particular features in the local case of Catalonia. Through putting together the results of 
this research and articulating them with critical elaborations of contestations to queer inclusion developed in other 
geographical realities, I pretend to give an overview of the situation in Catalonia as well as make this an opportunity 
to openly discuss the approaches and results with the audience.

Keywords: Homonationalism; LGBTI; Catalonia; Narrative productions
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

SEXUAL ECONOMIES ACROSS BORDERS
Day:      Friday, 27th September
Location and time:     G2, 10:30 – 12:10 
Chair(s):       Adriana Piscitelli

“OUT OF AFRICA”: RACIST DISCOURSE IN MEN’S TALK ON SEX 
WORK

Monique Huysamen (University of Bath, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT

Sex work remains highly stigmatised throughout the world. This is particularly true in South Africa, where legal, 
academic, and popular discourses continue to construct sex workers and their clients as responsible for the spread 
of HIV/AIDS, thereby exacerbating the public panic and stigma related to sex work. Through the lens of feminist 
decolonial and intersectionality theories, this paper explores how male clients manage the stigma associated with 
the purchase of sex and how they negotiate their gendered identities by enlisting dominant discourses of race and 
class. Drawing on excerpts from in-depth interviews with 43 men who identify as clients of women sex workers, I 
show how men evoked racist colonial tropes to construct the black body as lower class, dirty and diseased. I argue 
that this denigration of the black Other allowed men to construct their own masculine identities favourably. I then 
reflect on the ways in which, as a white woman researcher, my body may have sanctioned and even invited the racist 
narratives that were produced with these interviews. I argue the importance of incorporating an intersectional kind 
of reflexivity into our research. This goes beyond the researcher simply acknowledging their own positionality and 
involves critically exploring the ways in which vectors of power, such as race, class, gender, and sexuality operate 
together within the researcher-participant relationship to directly shape the meanings that are produced there.

Keywords: Sex work; Intersectionality; Feminist decolonial theory; South Africa; Race; Masculinities

BETWEEN EUROPEANS AND KOREANS: CLASHES AMONG 
IMAGINATIONS IN THE NORTHEAST OF BRAZIL’S SEXSCAPES 

Adriana Piscitelli (Centre for Gender Studies PAGU, University of Campinas, Brazil)

ABSTRACT

In this paper I discuss how does imperial thinking renew itself and mutate in the international sexscapes of Brazil. I 
take as reference a longitudinal ethnographic study carried since 2000 in the heterosexual international sex tourism 
circuits of Fortaleza. Since the 1990’s, this coastal city in the Northeast of the country has been considered a centre 
of heterosexual sex tourism. Men from diverse European countries flooded the international tourist circuits. These 
foreign visitors were disputed in the city’s sexscapes. At the same time, their presence fed local and national concerns 
about sexual exploitation. Taking into account the discourses of diverse agents of governmentality about sex tourism 
and sex workers’ perceptions about their clients I consider how notions of Europeanness work in the imaginations 
about sex tourism. I analyse how these imaginations are activated in a particular moment, in the 2010’s, when Korean 
male workers attracted by the construction of a port substituted the decreasing numbers of European tourists in 
the city’s sexscapes. I consider how these notions permeate the absence of the Korean presence in the public debate 
concerning sex tourism and the ambiguity of the sex workers’s perceptions regarding these foreigners in a context in 
which, in spite of the high prices Korean clients paid for sexual services, these women expressed their nostalgia for the 
European visitors. 

Keywords: Sex tourism; Sex work; Mobilities; Brazil; Racialization
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LOCAL AND TRANSNATIONAL GEOGRAPHIES OF SEX WORK IN A 
TRANS-BORDER ZONE BETWEEN FRANCE AND SPAIN

Pilar Albertín-Carbo (University of Girona, Spain) 
Jose Antonio Langarita-Adiego (University of Girona, Spain)

ABSTRACT

The following work is based on an investigation carried out in the cross-border area between France (Eastern-Pyrenees) 
and Spain (Catalonia), specifically, in the Spanish area, where the practice of prostitution is unregulated, only penalized 
in the Penal Code if procuring and forced sexual exploitation occur. In this area there is a high concentration of clubs 
dedicated to prostitution, as well as public areas (national road, ring roads close to small towns) where women are 
placed to do sex work. The border is a place of passage, commerce, where there is a high influx of French customers. 

In this context we propose a reflection based on participant observation (in clubs and public areas) and interviews 
with different informants (women who work sexually, young people and adult citizens of adjacent populations, club 
entrepreneurs and other workers, professionals of Social and Health services and others) during the period 2017-2018. 

From a situated context we discuss about the power relations in a transnational context as a structural and 
representative framework of what sex work means. We analyse sex work and immigration, sex work and consumerist 
structure installed in the territory and sex work and patriarchal structures. We show, at the same time, women´s 
agency capacity in terms of decisions, self-management, and their desires in this local context of trans-border zone. 

Keywords: sex work; trans-border zone; vulnerability, women´s agency; Spain

„TRY TALKING TO HIM DIRTY“: SELF-SURVEILLANCE TECHNIQUES 
AND BIOPOLITICS IN SUGAR DATING

Rocio Palomeque Recio (Nottingham Trent University, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT

Sugar dating is how relationships based upon -at least a first formation- a ‘mutually beneficial relationship’ between 
an older, financially comfortable male –called Sugar Daddy- and a younger, financially disempowered female –
Sugar Babies- are commonly known. Sugar dating can be placed in a grey area between dating and sex work, as an 
exchange of economic capital and/or goods for sex services is often included in the agreements (Nayar, 2017). This 
phenomenon has boomed during the last decades in Western countries: in the The United Kingdom there is enough 
evidence to suggest that the dire economic situation and the raise in tuition fees are pushing students to enter sex 
work and sex-related labour markets. One of the most famous websites that promotes this types of relationship in 
the UK is called Seeking.com. Seeking.com specifically targets female students through their ‚Sugar Baby University‘ 
program which offers premium memberships to those who register as Sugar Babies with a valid university email. 
Seeking.com’s „sister-website“, LetsTalkSugar.com, works a lifestyle blog aimed at helping Sugar Babies navigate this 
‘lifestyle’. Content is periodically uploaded to several thematic tabs such as sex, money, advice, and so on. The analysis 
of ten blog posts have revealed what can be considered a promotion of self-surveillance techniques and biopolitics 
(Foucault, 1977): Sugar Babies are encouraged to perform oral sex on their Sugar Daddies and to look them in their 
eyes, buy a specific kind of lingerie, engage in disciplinary techniques to acquire the right type of ‘sexy’ body, and so on.

Keywords: sexuality; sex work; biopolitics
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

QUEERING TRANSNATIONALISM
Day:      Saturday, 28th September
Location and time:     PR, 10:30 – 12:10 
Chair(s):       Clea A. Schmidt

‘BERLIN’DEYIM AŞKIM’; ON PERFORMATIVITY, ADVOCACY AND 
TRANSNATIONAL SOLIDARITY AMONGST QUEER, TURKISH-
SPEAKING MIGRANTS IN BERLIN

Erkan Gursel (University College London, University of London, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT

As the largest ethnic minority community in Germany, the Turkish-speaking diaspora in the capital city of Berlin has 
been the subject of a number of academic literatures that have focused on the intricacies of its marginalisation. 
Nonetheless, these analyses have established unchallenged assumptions of hetero-patriarchal identity as the 
existential point of focus within their intellectual practice. Recognising the need to subvert this discursive sexual-
gendered hierarchy, this paper conducts intersectional, ethnographic research on the experiences of the queer, Turkish-
speaking community in Berlin. Utilising a mixed-method approach of participant observation and semi-structured 
interviews, this paper begins with a consideration of how established performative spaces in the city maintain queer, 
Turkish-speaking identity vis-à-vis the larger, Turkish-speaking and German populations. Then, it assesses the role of 
advocacy organisations in the city in politically representing this generational community within these wider queer 
and hetero-patriarchal infrastructures. Finally, it examines of this community in establishing transnational networks 
of solidarity pertaining to queer modalities of existence between the German capital and the domestic communities 
active in the Turkish Republic. Correspondingly, these analyses present the existence of this diasporic community as 
one that has encouraged the establishment and maintenance of physical spaces, political rhetoric and transnational 
networks of solidarity in the endeavour to demonstrate its very relevance as a counter-normative and extra-national 
diasporic modality of existence in Berlin; one that simultaneously maintains a salient connection to the cultural-
linguistic mechanisms of Turkish-speaking identity, whilst being of pertinent independence as a result of its distinctly 
unique and queer diasporic traits.

Keywords: queer; intersectionality; writing against culture; lgbt; performance; advocacy; transnational solidarity; berlin; turkish

MIGRANT SEXUALITIES: A GLOBAL STUDY OF WESTERN LGBTQ 
EDUCATORS WORKING IN NON-WESTERN SPACES

Robert Mizzi (University of Manitoba, Canada)
Clea Schmidt (University of Manitoba, Canada) 
Gustavo Moura (University of Manitoba, Canada)

ABSTRACT

This presentation shares findings from a research study that investigated 22 LGBTQ Western educators working at 
international schools in 12 non-Western nations. LGBTQ international educators as a case example allowed us to: 
(1) analyze the articulation of sexual identities through heterosexist and Western frameworks, (2) inquire into LGBTQ 
international educators as sustaining colonial power relations or becoming agents of resistance, and (3) consider 
geopolitical implications of sexual and gender identity-categorizations with reference to intersectionality and 
inequity. Through data collection that contained an interview, a collection of photographs taken by the participant 
(„photovoice“), and a reflection session, this project offers postcolonial critique by analyzing the relationship sexuality 
has with geopolitics and nationalism and engages the role that sexuality plays in globalization and neoliberalism. 
The findings suggest prevailing legal and social controls, which allows us to critique how these controls narrowly 
reduce sexuality to a sexual practice, without considering the social, political, and relational attributes to sexuality. This 
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discussion brings attention to how non-Western cultures have proposed other ways of expressing and articulating 
sexuality and sexual identity and that study participants come into contact with and learn how to balance their 
Western/non-Western contexts through a queer lens. By virtue of their behaviours and personal and professional 
relationships, it became clear that study participants interact with sexuality, gender, ethnicity, community, and 
nationality on multiple fronts, which includes identity shifts, activism, and community engagement. Presenters will 
elaborate on their findings and present stories and photographs shared by the participants.

Keywords: Migrant educators; transnational sexuality; international schools; globalization; activism

“WE CALL IT GAY”: LANGUAGE AND SEXUAL MINORITY 
REFUGEES

Azar Masoumi (York University, Canada)

ABSTRACT

This paper draws on the scholarships on SOGI refugees, homonationalism, and post-colonial translation studies to 
examine the trials and tribulations of translation for Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (SOGI) refugees. Access to 
refugee rights and protection relies on successful communication between refugee claimants and claim adjudicators. 
For claimants who are not fluent in the official language(s) of their host countries, language interpretation and 
translation are the only means of communicating experiences of persecution. In other words, language interpretation 
and translation are critical to refugees’ ability to secure safety. 

Translating for SOGI refugees, however, is a complex endeavor. Language interpretation for SOGI refugees requires 
significant amounts of cultural translation between geopolitically unequal sexual epistemologies: the diverse 
gendered and sexual sensibilities of refugees’ cultures need to be made intelligible to a primarily Euro-American 
audience, and configured within an Anglo-centric sexual discourse of sexual and refugee rights. In this paper I 
use auto-ethnographical accounts from my own experiences as a volunteer SOGI interpreter, and organizational 
documents on interpretation services for refugees in Canada, to explore the work of translation for SOGI refugees. I will 
consider how interpreters navigates epistemological and geopolitical inequalities, and the costs and implications of 
translating diverse sexual understandings to Euro-American notions of gender and sexual identity.

Keywords: Sexual minority refugees; Translation; Homonationalism and homonormativity

SLOWLY HERE: QUEER CITIZENSHIP AND SEXUAL MINORITY 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS IN TORONTO

Trevor Corkum (University of Toronto, Canada)

ABSTRACT

In what ways do sexual minority international students experience home and belonging in Toronto? Queer standpoint 
and queer oral history methods are used to examine the migration experiences of seven male-identified globally 
mobile LGBTQ international students currently studying or recently graduated from post-secondary institutions 
within the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) and southern Ontario. I employ Lionel Cantú’s queer materialist paradigm to 
interrogate the ways in which these queer international students are subject to and disciplined by dominant relations 
of ruling within specific sites of queer citizenship—bars, clubs, community groups, queer networking events and 
online spaces that constitute queer life in Toronto. In particular, I attend to the ways in which intersections of race, 
gender, class, language, and other identity markers mediate experiences of home and belonging in both physical 
and virtual worlds within these citizenship spaces, and raise questions about the symbiotic and fraught relationship 
between queer citizenship and Canadian citizenship. 

Keywords: Migration; Toronto; Belonging; Queer citizenship; International students
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

SPACES PRODUCTION: EMOTIONS, SAFETY, INCLUSION, LOVE 
NETWORKS

Day:      Friday, 27th September
Location and time:     LR, 15:30 – 17:10 
Chair(s):       Alice Salimbeni

WOMEN IN PLACE. MAPPING EMOTIONS THROUGH AN AUDIO-
VISUAL METHODOLOGY

Alice Salimbeni (University of Cagliari, Italy)

ABSTRACT

By following the lines of the Non-Representational Theory and using an empirical feminist research methodology in 
the city of Cagliari (Italy), I involved about ten women chosen for their diversity according to gender, sexual orientation, 
age and so forth, then I asked them to take part to an immersive experiment which was aimed to show their personal 
gendered relationship with the urban space. Walking alone through two paths drawn by me, and through a third 
one decided independently, they recorded their voices while they were expressing their feelings “in place” which were 
informed by the consciousness of being “other” then the hetero-sexist norm. Using a GPS I connected every feeling 
to the place where it was conveyed and I made a first 2D map over their perceptions of those urban public spaces 
that allowed me to analyze them punctually from an “internal perspective” by making use of human experiences, 
emotions and audio-visual tools as photos, videos and their voices. 

Referring to a process which might be compared to the inversion of a movie montage I used a filmic language also 
to dismount the urban experiences until the unity of the “frames” which are composed by sounds, scenographies, a 
specific sight, a context and the bodies, all inscribed in a specific time-space relationship. To dismount the experiences 
and to study them both in their complexity and in their istantaneousness means going deeper until the inexpressible 
thoughts and trying to grasp them even if they belong to the non-cognitive sphere. 

Keywords: sexuality; gender; city; body; representations

AROUND THE KITCHEN TABLES: THE PRODUCTION OF SAFER 
SPACES IN FEMINIST COMMUNITIES OVERCOMING HEGEMONIES 
AND HIERARCHIES THROUGH PARTICIPATORY ACTION 
RESEARCH

Giada Bonu (The Scuola Normale Superiore of Pisa, Italy)

ABSTRACT

My aim is to analyze feminist production of safer spaces, both as physical and emotional spaces, as a practice which 
face inequalities and dispossession in urban areas through empowerment and agency. I’ll frame the topic through 
gender and feminist studies, feminist geography and political sociology. More than room of one’s own (Woolf 1929), 
these spaces are kitchen tables (Hull, Scott and Smith 1982; hooks 1991), which allow feminist communities to try out 
a new and shared sense of safety, strength, bravery, against feelings of danger, loneliness, insecurity daily experienced 
in the city (Hubbard 2001; Hanhardt 2013). 

As a researcher and a feminist activist studying not-hegemonic population and intimate spaces, acknowledging my 
positionality and “engagement”, I adopted a feminist approach on participatory action research. As a comprehensive 
approach, from the research design to the dissemination of results, it allows to ethically run the research, drawing 
on a strong relationship between participants and researcher, giving also back results that are meaningful for these 
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spaces, according to the social justice aim of social research. The approach enables a deep and ethical understanding 
of spaces in their empirical dimension (physical features and the relation with the city) but also emotional: results arise 
from the relationship between researcher and participants, by co-producing understanding on participants’ views, 
meanings and actions, exploring feelings of dispossession and agency possibilities. PAR is a valuable method in order 
to challenge traditional method of academic production of knowledge and hierarchies and barriers re-produced by 
our research.

This approach is also consistent with the three cases I’m studying in Rome and that I will introduce: a women’s House, 
a women’s shelter and a feminist squat. All of them are under threat of eviction, and results of the research might be a 
useful tool for them to face these attacks.

Keywords: Participatory action research; safer spaces; feminist communities; constructivist grounded theory; self-reflexivity; participant observation; 
feminism as a method

HOW MECHANISMS OF ATTRIBUTION AND EXCLUSION 
PERVADE SEXED SPACES THROUGH THE EXAMPLE OF PUBLIC 
BATHROOMS

Luise Grühn (Free University of Berlin, Germany)

ABSTRACT

Society constitutes itself through mechanisms of attribution that are, for the most part, defined by a so called ‚majority’. 
A so called ‚minority’ is constituted to differentiate and define the ‚majority’. These mechanisms are handed down and 
depend on historical, cultural, local and national realities. As thus they are a reflection of sociopolitical situations. 

Public bathrooms as an example of sex segregated constructed space reflects these mechanisms of attribution. For 
example in 2016 when the state of North Carolina, USA, enacted a so called Bathroom Bill that declared that people 
had to use bathrooms in government buildings (e.g. public schools) that corresponded to the sex identified on their 
birth certificates. For everyone using a public bathroom means performing the most private act at a public space 
(Molotch & Norén 2010). Various feelings are heightened which might enhance policing that is already customary 
in a space that is specifically identified to be for one sex only. Policing can represent a problem especially to those 
individuals whose gender expression and/or identity does not neatly fit into dominant ideas of gender. Homophobia/
transphobia and/or the need to stabilise the gender binary can be linked to enhanced policing (Cavanagh 2010). 

In conclusion sexed space depicts both how ideas of the gender binary and heteronormativity find their way into 
public policy and planning processes and on the other hand how architecture in and of itself also stabilises and (re)
produces constructions of the gender binary and heteronormativity.

Keywords: Queer Theory; Geographies of Exclusion
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

QUEER CINEMA: RETHINKING SPACES, HISTORIES, AND 
INSTITUTIONS

Day:      Saturday, 28th September
Location and time:     PR, 15:30 – 17:10
Chair(s):       Akkadia Ford

THE GREEK QUEER HOME ON CELLULOID: REPRESENTATIONS OF 
THE RESIDENTIAL AS THE PUBLIC/PRIVATE BOUNDARY

Phevos Kallitsis (University of Portsmouth, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT

The paper aims through content analysis of the films that constitute the New Greek Queer cinema of the 90s to 
discuss the residential home as an important site for ‘queer politics’ of identity, based on the way it manages the 
public/private boundary. Taking inspiration from the rise of the New Queer cinema in the west, a group of auteurs 
brought forward the queer subject in a rather conservative society, aiming simultaneously to move forward from the 
depressing cursed gay man, the dangerous margin and the historical perspective. In the mid-90s, Greek filmmakers 
deal with contemporary issues, raise issues of class, immigration, and alternative identities, and make references to 
global trends, while at the same time, and place their main characters in the contemporary greek urban and rural 
space. 

National cinematic productions provide a reflection of social issues, regardless of the aims of the creators and this 
paper aims to focus on the development of queer identity in a country, which always dreamed of belonging to the 
west, despite its clear geographical position within and cultural links to the east. The paper studies the way the private 
space of gay, lesbian and trans characters is presented and maps how these representations reveal the way the public/
private boundary is managed and creates relationships with the world. These representations reveal stereotypes and 
cultural assumptions, while at the same time, they bring those subject to the public sphere and play an important role 
to form queer identities and activism in Greece. 

Keywords: queer home; cinematic geographies; public/private

RECONCEPTUALISING FILM CLASSIFICATIONS IN 
TRANSNATIONAL CONTEXTS

Akkadia Ford (independent researcher, Film Consultant, Australia)

ABSTRACT

The hegemony of western classification (ratings) systems has created and perpetuates a system of colonising 
audiences. Whilst online (digital) spaces have been significant in bridging the gap between content creator and 
audience, a rethinking and revisioning of official classifications (ratings) systems and non–hegemonic communities 
is needed, to ensure that screen content reaches the audiences for which it was written/directed/produced. Drawing 
upon ethnographic and autoethnographic fieldwork with the USA, UK and Australian classification (ratings) systems 
and LGBTIQ film festivals and films, this presentation will examine how a twenty first century approach to film 
classifications might be implemented. Could a transnational system similar to the Pan European Game System (PEGI) 
be implemented, widening the geographic regions for classification beyond national boundaries and hemispheres? 
The technological reality is that screen content travels in digital code across national borders. Redesign of qualitative 
public assessment procedures for classifying screen content is needed to ensure film review boards and focus groups 
are comprised of relevant participants, from the communities in screen texts. Film classification (ratings) is an area of 
increasing concern and research focus for the author from 2012 onwards, when prominent gay, queer and trans screen 
texts were not permitted to be exhibited at established film festivals in Australia, receiving what was in effect a ‘ban’ 



85

from screening, despite prior screenings internationally. This has led to extensive research into the implementation 
of the classifications (ratings) processes internationally, with a focus on the consequences for gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender, intersex, queer screen texts. 

Keywords: Film Classification (Ratings) Systems; Queer and Trans Screen Content; Transnational Film Classification

PROGRAMMING OF THE MEZIPATRA QUEER FILM FESTIVAL: 
BETWEEN WESTERN OPENNESS AND EASTERN OPPORTUNITIES

Ondřej Šerý (Masaryk University, Czechia) 
Pavel Doboš (Masaryk University, Czechia)

ABSTRACT

Mezipatra Queer Film Festival is a queer film festival that is located in two Czech major cities, Prague and Brno. It has 
taken place every year since 2000, although first two years were Brno-only. In the context of post-socialist space, its 
position in the society is quite anomalous – in a similar way as is the case of Ljubljana Festival LGBT Filma, although 
for different reasons. Although Mezipatra does not have such a long-running tradition as the festival in Ljubljana, it 
can draw on Czech society’s quite fair-minded attitudes toward LGBTIQ+ people, at least in the context of Central-
East European societies. This made Mezipatra quite popular among heterosexual cisgender people who make about 
50 % of festival attendants every year. Due of this, there is only quite a small number of attendants who exclusively 
prefer assimilationist commercial homonormative films that are usually intended as the box-office success and that 
are important parts of Western queer film festivals. This makes Mezipatra festival organizers feel not to be bounded 
by Western queer festival’s “traditional programming strategies”. Paradoxically, the stable heterosexual cisgender 
audience base gives organizers wider options to use “queer programming strategies” and present a good number of 
experimental queer films, films of independent queer authors with the aim of supporting them, as well as originally 
non-queer films that can be reinterpreted under new circumstances. Our research is based on semi-structured 
interviews with organizers of Mezipatra Queer Film Festival.

Keywords: Queer film festival; Programming; Post-socialist space; Brno; Prague

REHISTORICISING FEMALE VAMPIRES OF 1970S BRITISH CINEMA: 
BISEXUALITY, ANTISEMITISM, AND XENORACISM

Jacob Engelberg (King‘s College London, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT

Western European exploitation cinema saw a production boom of films featuring female vampires during the 1970s. 
Gorgeous and deadly, inviting and immuring, titillating and repulsive, these dissimulative figures of European otherness 
arrive at a time of geopolitical realignment that saw both greater cooperation and further divisions between European 
states. Given the well-established impact of antisemitic discourses in vampire lore, these representations of a ‘white-
passing’ racial other invite reconsideration through the lens of misogynistic antisemitism, specifically through the 
manipulative and sexually wayward trope of ‘la belle juive’. While the sexual deviance of the female vampire has often 
been characterised as ‘lesbianism’, closer attention to the films reveals bisexuality as a more accurate epistemological 
framework through which to understand them, with stereotypes of bisexual duplicity intersecting with the figuration 
of a deceptive foreignness. This paper thus rereads these vampire figurations as sexual-symbolic distillations of 
contemporary sexual, political, and racial fears in a time in which European identities were in flux. 

In a gesture of rehistoricisation, this paper advocates for a hermeneutic shift in reading the 1970s‘ female vampires: 
foregrounding biphobia, antisemitic misogyny, and xenoracism as germane yet undertheorised aspects of this 
cinematic phenomenon. 

Keywords: Vampire film; Bisexuality; Antisemitism; Xenoracism
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VERTICALITY AND THE CINEMATIC MAPPING OF QUEER CLUB/
SEX SPACES

Gary Needham (University of Liverpool, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT

Divergent from horizontality, verticality can be thought of as a political and spatial axis upon which cultural values and 
hegemony are articulated through ascent and descent, and high and low. This paper interrogates the representation 
of queer club spaces in European cinema along a vertical axis. Protagonists are defined as rising and falling bodies, 
assigned to vertical relations that codify their stories through connotative meanings of ascent and descent, life and 
death, stasis and mobility. Frequently, there is a plunging descent into ‘queer depths’, a recurring trope, often at a 
turning point for a character’s psychological downturn negatively visualised through a going down into dimly lit, 
intimidating, promiscuous, and sexualised spaces of queer alterity. Therefore, what does it mean to always be going 
down as a politically-loaded referential axis in representations of queer space? The efficacy of verticality as both spatial 
dialectic and ideological representational mapping is telling in that it perhaps seeks to make queer spaces contiguous 
with a range of negative low-down semantics such as subordination, the underworld, hellishness, crypts, dungeons, 
even the Rectum (the name of the club in Irreversible (2002). In contradistinction, 120 BPM (2018) represents queer 
club space as ascendant and in one scene the camera transcends from the dancefloor to an intimate microbiological 
representation of HIV. A scene that draws attention to the overlapping relations between the social, affective, political 
and virological, in the camera’s ameliorative upward mobility, reinforcing the vertical axis of space as one in which 
queerness is in ascent.

Keywords: Verticality; Queer Space; Cinema
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

“PSYCHOGEOGRAPHY” BEYOND STRAIGHT
Day:      Friday, 27th September
Location and time:     VEZ, 13:30 – 15:10
Chair(s):       Caitlin Hart, Anna Borgos

BORN THIS WAY? IS KINK A SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR A 
PREFERENCE?

Caitlin Hart (Carleton University, Canada)

ABSTRACT

What does it mean to be kinky? Is it a deviant tendency, a recreational activity, a deep-seated desire or an integral 
part of one’s subjectivity? In this presentation, I address the latter theory. Specifically, I explore the question of whether 
kink – for some people – should be considered a sexual orientation. I will begin by surveying different definitions of 
sexual orientation, considering what the term means in various socio-legal contexts, and how it has tended to focus 
on gender preference of sexual partners. I will then analyze whether sexual orientation should be a more inclusive 
term to encompass sexual practices. Finally, using data collected from interviews and surveys I will present how kink 
practitioners themselves categorize their activities with relation to sexual orientation. Is kink something that people 
are born with? Or something they develop? Kink has been theorized as ‘serious leisure’ according to Staci Newmahr, 
but how do kink practitioners classify their behaviour? And what are the implications of this classification?

Keywords: BDSM; Kink; Sexual Orientation; Queer Theory; Sex Positive; Relationality; Nature vs nurture

INVISIBLE SEXUALITY: SPECIFICS OF THE LIFE OF ASEXUAL 
PEOPLE WITHIN HETERONORMATIVE SOCIETY

Nela Andresová (Charles University, Czechia)

ABSTRACT

The contribution deals with social life of asexual people in the Czech Republic. The author focuses on the areas of 
acceptance of their own sexual identity as asexual, coming out and feelings of stigmatization, relationships and 
intimacy, belonging to LGBT+ community and the perception of the existence of a separate asexual community and 
the visibility of asexuality in society. 

This contribution is based on author´s diploma thesis. For the purpose of the work was carried out qualitative 
research among asexual people, who selfidentify as asexual. The aim of the analysis was to determine how social 
life of asexuals differs within the heteronormative society. The study is based on differences between asexuals and 
heteronormative majority, especially in relationships and sexual behavior. The difference is also in other aspects of 
their life. People often don’t know the meaning of asexuality, which can result in social stigmatization of asexuals due 
to pressure to accept a traditional model of relationship. In some respects, asexual people are similar to other sexual 
minorities, but not everyone feels to be part of LGBT+ community. Czech asexuals feel to be invisible in our society and 
they form networks among themselves through the internet forum asexual.cz. However, they don’t create a separate 
community or social movement and they still remain socially invisible.

Keywords: asexuality; community; LGBT+; sexuality; sexual identity
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PAVLOVIAN QUEERS FROM PRAGUE TO SYDNEY: 
TRANSNATIONAL KNOWLEDGE FLOWS AND COLD WAR 
GEOPOLITICS

Kate Davison (University of Melbourne, Australia)

ABSTRACT

Cold War ideological assumptions and geopolitical polarisation persist in shaping histories and geographies of 
sexuality (Kulpa & Mizielińska, 2011; Renkin & Kościańska, 2016; Ghodsee & Lišková, 2016; Navickaitė, 2016). These 
manifest most crudely in liberal narratives portraying the collapse of Communism as the moment when sexual 
liberation was finally brought to Eastern European queers, having begun in the West with the Stonewall riot. Even 
in more nuanced queer historical scholarship, ‘transnational’ perspectives have tended to be limited to the English-
speaking world. My paper arises from my PhD thesis: a transnational history of homosexual aversion therapy. Most 
Western or Anglophone psychiatrists who used aversion therapy to treat homosexuality in the 1960s made selective 
use of extensive research carried out in the 1950s by a group of researchers in Prague. British researchers especially 
were willing to adopt a mechanistic version of Pavlovian methodology to correct sexual ‘deviations’ that was largely 
stripped of any humanistic goals. While basing their own procedures on those developed in Czechoslovakia, they 
ignored the meagre results of their Prague colleagues, who drew ambivalent conclusions about the effectiveness 
of the method. This was not universally so. In Australia, one leading aversion therapist oriented his approach more 
closely on the Prague research, due to his political and theoretical sympathies. Accounts of homosexual aversion 
therapy that fail to acknowledge these geopolitical peculiarities are limited in what they can tell us about how and 
why particular knowledges have transcended seemingly impenetrable cultural, scientific and political boundaries.

Keywords: sexology; Communism; geopolitics; behaviourist psychiatry; queer history

QUEER URBAN TRAUMA IN TEL AVIV AND JERUSALEM
Chen Misgav (Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Israel)

ABSTRACT

This paper focuses on the concept of “queer urban trauma” and its aftermath in sense of urban and spatial activism. 
It aims to explain how traumatic events taking place within urban contexts influence the spatial politics of LGBTQ 
urban movements and activism. A growing attention has been devoted to the political geography of urban social 
movements, but trauma, its urban context and spatial politics, was almost neglected from these studies. This paper 
aims to fill this gap by analyzing two traumatic events in two Israeli cities: the 2009 shooting to death of two young 
queers in a youth club in Tel Aviv, and the 2015 stabbing to death of 16 years old Shira Banki during the Jerusalem 
gay Pride Parade. Tel Aviv is considered as the liberal center of Israel and thus, as the “right” place for Israeli LGBTQ 
individuals, a local “gay heaven”. Jerusalem on the other hand, is usually described with a sense of alienation and 
estrangement among LGBTQ individuals and movements, having to struggle repeatedly for every political, spatial, 
cultural and financial achievement. We argue that the politics of trauma are constructed differently in these two 
urban settings, producing nuances of urban activism, politics and consequences for movements in urban settings. 
This reveals the different and diverse ways this politics of trauma is manifested in Tel-Aviv and Jerusalem. Through 
this empirical discussion the paper develops the concept of “queer urban trauma”, revealing divergent forms of spatial 
visibility, presence and activity of the queer movements.

Keywords: Israel; queer urban trauma; social movements; activism
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GENDER AND SEXUALITY CONCEPTS IN STATE SOCIALIST 
HUNGARIAN PSY-SCIENCES

Anna Borgos (Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Hungary)

ABSTRACT

My paper aims to explore the research questions, concepts, explicit and implicit theories related to gender and sexual 
orientation in the special context of Hungarian psychology, focusing on the state socialist period. I seek answers to 
the following questions: What kind of social and cultural ideals, ideologies, or preconceptions were represented in the 
different conceptions of sex and gender, ‘masculinity’ and ‘femininity’, gender traits and roles, gender identities and 
sexual orientations? Through what rhetoric did these conceptions assign or question state socialist norms of gender 
and sexuality and how did they relate to non-normative gender identities and sexual orientations? Where and how 
did scholars indicate the boundary between biological sex and gender before the term came to exist? What kind of 
changes and trends can be perceived within the period, along the changing social and political circumstances and 
the different professional/theoretical contexts? How did the authors use or ignore “Western” literature in the subject? 
The resources of the investigation are textbooks, handbooks, scholarly and ‚semi-scholarly‘ articles and reviews 
published in Hungary (by Hungarian authors or in translation) between the 1960s and 1980s in the different areas of 
psychology. These representations are indicative on how psy-sciences interacted with the system of norms on gender 
and sexual orientation, embedded into the social and political context of a certain era.

Keywords: psy-sciences; Hungary; state socialism; gender concepts; sexual orientations; scholarly representations
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

QUEERSHIP(S) BEYOND HETERONORMATIVE (NO/FO)RMS OF 
TOGETHERNESS OR KINSHIP

Day:      Friday, 27th September
Location and time:     G2, 15:30 – 17:10
Chair(s):       Chiara Bertone

POLICY EVALUATION OF “NON-TRADITIONAL SEXUAL 
RELATIONSHIPS” REGULATION

Dmitrii Tolkachev (Higher School of Economics, Russia)

ABSTRACT

In 2013 the Russian federal law „For the Purpose of Protecting Children from Information Advocating for a Denial 
of Traditional Family Values” had been adopted. Before this law successfully passed the Russian parliament, there 
was a number of ‘prohibition of homosexual propaganda’ attempts on the regional level. The law was hugely 
controversial and debated based on different assumptions about private life. Propaganda understood as an activity 
of purposeful and uncontrolled information dissemination have banned by law. However, the results of this policy are 
controversial and must be thoroughly studied. It is pointed out that this “uncontrolled information” still is not under 
state control because of complexity of public/private divide, so we need to take into consideration the results not only 
in public sphere. Moreover, evaluation of this policy depends on the view on essence of homosexuality (assumptions 
as in argumentative tradition) and the methods of result evaluation. It is possible to evaluate direct results of the 
law by the court decisions (outputs), however we did not know how citizen’s behavior has changed (outcomes), 
including their assumptions about homosexuality, and how it affects the policy (impact). The research problem is 
the contradiction between the attempts of the government to limit and normalise the discourse of homosexuality 
by policy implementation and the policy results (outputs, outcomes, and impact). This attempt to regulate citizens’ 
private lives through the invention of ‘traditional values’ is challenged by existing legal norms regulating human 
rights.

Keywords: Russian propaganda law; Homosexuality; public policy

PLACES AND SPACES OF FRIENDSHIPS. ON THE IMPORTANCE OF 
PHYSICAL, VIRTUAL, AND IMAGINED ‘SPACES’ IN ESTABLISHING, 
SUSTAINING, AND LIVING ‘FRIENDSHIPS’

Roberto Kulpa (University of Plymouth, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT

Scholars of (homo)sexuality and queer (non-normative) intimacy ‘in the West’ have always highlighted the ‘special’ 
role of friendships in the queer life-courses (e.g. Donovan, Heaphy, and Weeks 2001). Recently, we also started learning 
about cultures of non-normative social and personal relations beyond the (epistemologically totalising) anglophone 
contexts (e.g. Mizielińska, Gabb, and Stasińska 2017; Navarro 2017). 

Although ‘friendship’ gained some peripheral recognition in those ‘queer kinship’ debates across diverse geo-cultural 
and geo-temporal locations, it has been predominantly understood as social, and/or intimate, individual practice: a 
domain of sociology and psychology of relationships. 

In this presentation, I hope to discuss with the audience a possibility of thinking about (and with) ‘friendship’ as a 
‘geographical’ concept and practice. Since this presentation initiate a new ‘research project’, it is not yet grounded 
in any more elaborate methodological structuring, and thus I start with the auto-ethnographic and biographical 
insights to offer a number of hypothetical vignettes as a debate stimulous. 
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I hope to explore a number of real and imaginary, physical and virtual, micro and macro scaled places and spaces 
where we ‘practice friendships’, paying attention to migratory and un-settled dimensions of lives and relation(ship)s. 
Stepping up form the empirical observations, I will try to think about theoretical implications for the role of ‘spatiality’ 
in sustaining ‘friendships’ (with a particular focus on three precarious groups that are of interest to me at this stage: 
activists, academics, and artists). 

Keywords: friendships; spatiality of relationships; imagined communities; relationships sustainability; geographical dimensions of friendships

NON-HETERONORMATIVITY AND SPIRITUAL/RELIGIOUS 
HETERODOXY IN A POLISH CITY

Alicja Zaremba (University of Wrocław, Poland)

ABSTRACT

Post-socialist and post-secular conditionings of contemporary Poland made intersections of non-heteronormativity 
and spirituality/religiosity a complicated issue. While in the socialist era the Catholic Church (just as religion 
itself ) could be seen as the heterodoxy, Roman Catholicism and its institutions, which dominated Polish spiritual/
religious landscape after 1989, became the orthodoxy (see Bourdieu 1972). Consequently, some religious/spiritual 
communities (such as Buddhism, Judaism or Protestantism), even though far from insignificant on a global scale, 
in the specific context of contemporary Poland appear as the heterodoxy. Nevertheless, they are present in the 
country, although visible mostly in big cities. Considering the Catholic Church’s in Poland conservative approach 
toward non-heteronormativity, these communities provide frequently alternative religious/spiritual spaces for non-
heteronormative persons. 

In the proposed paper I analyse the above issues on the example of Wroclaw, a city in south-western Poland. Since 
the early 1990s local authorities have been involved in creating an image of Wroclaw as culturally and religiously 
diversified city. Consequently, religious/spiritual communities other than those related to the Catholic Church are 
relatively well visible in Wroclaw and offer spaces for interactions between non-heteronormativity and spirituality/
religiosity. In this context I discuss heterodoxical communities’ approaches toward non-heteronormative subjects, 
and the non-heteronormative subjects’ approaches toward these communities. In particular, I focus on how non-
heteronormative subjects queer spiritual/religious spaces to make them accommodating both their spiritual needs 
and genders/sexualities; how these spaces are queered from within to provide an alternative to the mainstream views 
and practices; and how these alliances play out in the specific context of Wroclaw.

Keywords: spirituality; religion; non-heteronormativity; post-socialism; post-secularism; queerness
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

GENDER MATTERS IN CULTURAL CONTEXTS: STEREOTYPES, GAPS 
AND DIFFERENT CONCEPTS

Day:      Thursday, 26th September
Location and time:     VEZ, 14:00 – 15:40
Chair(s):       Valentina Shipovskaya

A NEW BREED OF ALPHA. ALPHA/BETA/OMEGA-DYNAMICS AND 
THEIR POTENTIAL TO SUBVERT GENDER STEREOTYPING

Julia Elena Goldmann (University of Salzburg, Austria)

ABSTRACT

In recent years, a distinct narrative element has emerged in fan fiction: the Omegaverse. This trope overrules traditional 
gender concepts classifies any given society according to animalistic terminology. Alphas are the “strong sex”, they are 
tall, strong and have to protect “their” Omega, meaning their mate. Omegas are believed to be weak and not capable 
of survival without an Alpha mate for long. They are considered to be responsible for the nurturance, the household, 
for childrearing (as even male characters are capable of giving birth) as well as for sexual relief for the Alphas. Even 
these few examples offer a striking comparability to gender stereotyping related to sexuality. I have examined the 
fan fictions with the highest ratings across the fandoms of Star Trek and Supernatural. My textual content analysis 
has shown that fan fiction authors used these hegemonic tropes and applied them in a creative manner. While their 
stories were placed in the Omegaverse, the two male protagonists forming the dominant couple did not conform to 
these hegemonic stereotypes. My study has shows that authors choose to apply these dynamics creatively in order to 
comment critically on hierarchical (gender) structures. The fact that two men are capable of conceiving their biological 
child also opens the spectrum of discussion to homonormativity which, however, the authors equally managed to 
negotiate. Accordingly, fan fictions – albeit being a fictional negotiation of popular cultural products – are capable of 
addressing highly sensitive topics in relation to gender, sexuality as well as family constructs.

Keywords: Gender Stereotyping; Alternative Gender Concepts; Fan Fiction; Criticism; Hegemony; Homonormativity

DIGITAL PRACTICES AND GENDER EQUALITY: CRITICAL 
REFLECTION ON THE RESULTS OF AN EUROPEAN SURVEY IN 
PORTUGAL

Maria João Silva (Polytechnical Institute of Lisbon, Portugal)

ABSTRACT

The Portuguese results of the 2019 EU Kids Online survey revealed that, even with the growing use of the Internet by 
girls, a gender digital gap is still evident: boys have more positive attitude to Internet, a more positive self-representation 
of their informational and creative competences, and parents are more protective with girls, while encouraging boys 
to explore and learn on the internet. 

A critical reflection on the aforementioned results will be presented. Firstly, the three levels of the gender digital divide 
are analyzed, bearing in mind that motivations and restrictions to the use of Internet are framed by gender stereotypes 
and attribution patterns that can also contribute to girls’ negative attitudes towards Information and Communication 
Technologies (ICT). Furthermore, that analysis emphasizes that: i) there is a need to promote a balanced social 
valorization of informational competences over social competences, this way fading the gender digital divide; ii) 
the digital divide should be analyzed considering not only gender, but also geographical, generational, educational, 
cultural, and social class variables. 

The potential role of the Portuguese schools in overcoming the gender digital divide will also be analyzed, 
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acknowledging the development of diverse and meaningful digital practices for all the students, and the promotion 
of gender identities that do not depend on stereotyped practices, using embodied and student-centered strategies to 
explore digital values and attitudes.

Keywords: Gender; digital divide; school; Portugal

GENDER PATTERNS OF HEALTHY AGEING ACROSS FAMILY TIES IN 
WESTERN EUROPE

Valentina Shipovskaya (Independent Sociologist; University of Zurich, Switzerland)

ABSTRACT

Social, demographic, and digital challenges have increased the diversity of life course and ageing trajectories of 
Western European population. One of the sources of this variation is gender as the life course and functional health 
patterns are different for men and women. This difference is related to the network of social relations and kinship, 
which shape biopsychosocial preconditions of healthy ageing over the life course.

My research is motivated by the question of how the vulnerabilities in social relationships may create new forms and 
opportunities for social solidarity and achieving wellbeing across the life course. Recent studies show that besides 
physiological differences of healthy ageing between men and women, this discrepancy may be related to different 
cultural and normative live conditions and quality of the social environment. In my study, I show that the family 
structure influences the functional health of the population 50 plus years old through the difference in shared care 
and help patterns, which depended on gender, partnership, and kin status. The findings are based on the analysis 
of the longitudinal balanced panel from the Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe (SHARE-project.org) 
released between 2004 and 2013 (n person-year = 30,092) with functional health used as the dependent variable in 
statistical models.

A better understanding of gendered ageing contributes to the contemporary reflection of intergenerational 
relationships and health-related family policy. Moreover, identity politics are linked with social interventions according 
to familial belonging and configuration of traditional gender roles. My results could be also used for the next step of 
my analysis to investigate the complex link between social relationships and health.

Keywords: Ageing; Gendered roles; Health trajectories
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

ARE WE ALL SEXUAL CITIZENS?
Day:      Saturday, 28th September
Location and time:     G2, 15:30 – 17:10
Chair(s):       Cristina Díaz Pérez

THE QUEER AGENDA: HOW DRAG QUEENS CHANGED 
HIERARCHIES IN A SMALL, AUSTRALIAN CITY

Darren de Warren (Central Queensland University, Australia)
Shirley Ledger (Central Queensland University, Australia)

ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to theorise gay men’s social organisation. The context was a small, Australian city comprising 
approximately 60 000 people some 600 kilometres from the nearest metropolis. The city evolved from a range of brutal 
agricultural, economic, and social pursuits; namely pastoralism and mining. Public narratives of xenophobia and 
machismo were also hegemonic. The research design was guided by the Chicago tradition of the community study 
method. Fieldwork comprised documentary and demographic analysis; participant observation; video analysis; and 
in-depth conversations of inquiry. This paper presents one dimension of this community study’s outcomes being the 
impact of a small troupe of Drag Queens on the social re-organisation of the city. One of the authors ‘went native’ 
joining their public performances and their social and political agenda. In this city the LGBTIQ community had led 
a transient life occupying many public houses through time which were solitary sites of sociality in the scenes of 
everyday life. However a strategy to provide public Drag performance to raise funds for local charities changed that 
ghettoization and transformed local people’s sociality with the small, queer community in their midst. Although 
complex intersectionalities prevail, the proactive and courageous strategies of the Drag Queens reworked hierarchies 
of the body and sexuality. This paper tracks those strategies, narratives, and changes and draws on Foucault’s power 
analytic, the sociology of escapism, and the tradition of commedia delle’arte to make sense of this civic reorganisation.

Keywords: community studies; Australian Drag; Foucault; escapism; the body

HOW TO IMPLEMENT THE HISTORY OF SEXUALITY INTO SEXUAL 
CITIZENSHIP WHILE EXPANDING THE LOCUS OF SEXUAL 
EDUCATION

Cristina Díaz Pérez (University of Oviedo, Spain)

ABSTRACT

“[The history of sexuality] can [...] challenge our assumptions about key social and political transformations and 
provide new insights into a broad array of crucial phenomena” (Herzog 2005, 1). This paper attempts to explain the 
history of sexuality as a field of knowledge that can be employed as a tool to analyse the past, but also to understand 
current issues and implement ways to deal with them.  

I will try to explain what we have inherited from a particular period of the history and their cultural texts: the early 
twentieth century and the sex manuals of the Interwar period. I focus on four issues: the ownership and expansion of 
sexual knowledge, prescriptive behaviour as burden and (state) interventions into bodies and private lives. 

The theoretical framework of sex manuals serves to explain the inequality of the population as sexual citizens 
(Richardson 2018, 9) and to develop on the need of creating locations of feminist sexual education. Thus, I will also 
describe and analyse a project, which I carried out, working with adolescences and teachers in affective, corporal and 
sexual issues in Spanish secondary schools. I employed active education methodologies such as task-based learning 
and service learning having the history of sexuality as a guide.  
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HERETIC PERFORMANCES: FEMINISM AND SECULARISM IN THE 
SPANISH STATE

Ana Almar Liante (The University of Texas at Austin, The United States)

ABSTRACT

In 2014, the feminist performance/protest of el Santísimo Coño Insumiso (the Holy Insubordinate Pussy) took place 
in Seville, Andalusia—a peripheral region in Southern Spain traditionally perceived as the most deeply rooted in 
Catholic tradition. The performance parodied procesiones (religious processions), which are commonplace in this 
city, by showcasing the image of a large vagina. It was a way of protesting opinions of high-ranking members of 
the Catholic Church in Spain against reproductive rights. As a consequence, three feminist activists were taken to 
court on the grounds of “delito de ofensa a los sentimientos religiosos” (violating religious feelings, which falls under 
Spanish Criminal Law). This resulted in steep fines and an ongoing public debate on the limits of free speech and its 
intertwining with feminism and the Catholic Church in Spain. I carry out a detailed analysis of the elements of the 
performance and the spaces it occupied, and highlight the symbolic dimension of the parties involved in the trial, 
Aquelarre Feminista (Feminist Coven) and Asociación de Abogados Cristianos (Association of Christian Lawyers), 
tracing them back to the larger traditions of heresy and religion, respectively. By examining these elements in light of 
Silvia Federici’s Caliban and the Witch and José Esteban Muñoz’ Cruising Utopia, I argue that the mock procession 
constituted a feminist utopia: a fictional time-space that has had serious, material implications for the feminist 
activists involved. This case can shed light on contemporary debates of religion and secularism, gendered public 
spaces, and occluded epistemologies in European nation states.

Keywords: feminism; secularism; religion; Spain; Andalusia; reproductive rights; activism; catholic church

QUEER PEDAGOGIES AND THE CRITICAL COSMOPOLITAN TURN
Tammy Birk (Otterbein University, The United States) 
Suzanne Ashworth (Otterbein University, The United States)

ABSTRACT

In critical literature as well as the popular imagination, the ‘queer’—especially the metropolitan queer—has 
always been associated with cultural cosmopolitanism. In this paper, we are more interested in thinking about the 
relationship of queerness to critical cosmopolitanism, an iteration of cosmopolitan thought that is wary of cultural 
cosmopolitanism’s tendency to frame itself as a lifestyle option. Even more specifically, we are interested in how queer 
and critical cosmopolitan pedagogies benefit from a conceptual and political alliance in teaching and learning. 

Even more precisely, this paper examines what critical cosmopolitan and queer conceptions of citizenship allow us 
to ask about the grounds of citizenship itself. Critical cosmopolitanism is deeply invested in transgressive models of 
citizenship that emphasize the multi-dimensionality and variability of forms of belonging, deterritorialize our ideas 
about both identity and location, and affirm the protesting or dissident citizen-subject. At the same time, queer 
studies has underscored the ways in which discourses of citizenship tend to reinforce the heterosexual nuclear family 
as the symbol of imagined national community. The queer subject—like other subjects jettisoned from narratives of 
national belonging—can thus be said to represent the limits and the lies of citizenship discourse. In this paper, we 
consider what happens when we think critical cosmopolitan and queer critiques of citizenship together, especially in 
pedagogical practice. In short, should we work to radically re-imagine the terms of citizenship discourse or instead 
dismantle it as a normative and necessarily violent form of social and political exclusion?

Keywords: queer citizenship, critical cosmopolitanism, pedagogy
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

DECOLONIZING LOCATIONS
Day:      Thursday, 26th September
Location and time:     PR, 11:00 – 12:40
Chair(s):       Adwoa Onuora

QUEERING CHICANX NATION: DECOLONIAL REDEFINITIONS OF 
AZTLÁN

Tereza Jiroutová Kynčlová (Charles University)

ABSTRACT

Gloria Anzaldúa, an icon of ChicanX letters, feminism and decolonial theory, explores throughout her writing what 
difficulties her queerness constitutes for the institutions of ChicanX family and ChicanX nation. The androcentric and 
heteronormative dictates of nationalism complicate the acceptance or recognition of the ChicanX community’s 
“others” into the national body. Anzaldúa introduces a vision of a hybrid, inclusive Aztlán – ChicanX original 
mythical homeland –  as “a community of those previously excluded” (Jacobs 2006: 146). It serves to disrupt the 
heteronormative, patriarchal, masculine-coded nationalist rhetoric and offers a more democratic alternative – a 
liminal or interstitial space of Aztlán sin fronteras. Anzaldúa’s Aztlán implies a consciousness that acknowledges 
collectivity and community, but not necessarily in geographically, linguistically, and racially conditioned nationalist 
terms. To paraphrase McRuer (1997), Anzaldúa avoids fixing a new ChicanX nation and/or nationalism by rigorously 
querying either of the concepts. To do so, Anzaldúa introduces a counterhegemonic, non-nationalist and therefore 
inclusionary conceptualization of Aztlán by accentuating the materiál conditions of the ChicanX community and by 
cautioning against the dangers nationalist categories themselves pose within the androcentric, capitalist and (post)
colonial world. She combines the narratives of “grand histories” with the seeming ordinariness of stories of her family’s 
daily agricultural routines thereby subverting the authority of Western versions of (masculinist) history. Moreover, the 
patriarchal familial sphere is undermined by the author’s broadening of the concept of the family as an inclusive, 
communal space that should nurture rather than marginalize otherness and difference. 

Keywords: decolonial theory; nationalism; ChicanX literature; feminism; gender

WOMEN LEADERSHIP IN GREEN SPACE PRODUCTION IN 
KAMPUNG-KOTA, INDONESIA

Bagas Putra (Bandung Institute of Technology, Indonesia)

ABSTRACT

The importance of gender in place-making process, especially studies in the global south has not much been studied. 
Kampung-kota as an integral part of Indonesian urban landscape has provided the much-needed housing for the 
urban marginalized community, yet at the same time living situation at this type of settlement are often in poor 
and sub-standard condition. Community initiatives in kampung-kota has gradually improves the condition of the 
built-environment, where the creation of open green space has been the forefront in some communities agenda as 
a mean to create a liveable living quarter for it’s dwellers. This article tries to identify the actors and the role that each 
actors play in the initiative process, which directed the community to participate in the open green space production. 
Using kampung-kota located in South Jakarta as the case study, this article tries to understand the place-making 
process in the production of open green space within the global south context. To better understand the nature of the 
phenomenon, qualitative approach incorporating semi-structured interview and observation is used in this research. 
The research shows that women organizations and women leadership play a significant role in the success of green 
initiatives programme in kampung-kota, hence, without them the living condition in the observed kampung-kota 
would not as improved as today.

Keywords: women leadership; green space; kampung-kota
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DECOLONIZING THE CONCEPT OF SAFE SPACES FOR LGBT
Chris Hiller (University of Potsdam, Germany)

ABSTRACT

A language of threat as well as the claim for visibility have been terms of the LGBT movement since the 1970’s (Hanhardt 
2013). Back then in US cities, safe spaces for LGBT on the level of neighborhoods were established by volunteer patrols 
with whistles to fight against homophobic and transphobic violence. What was viewed as a threat to LGBT safety 
was (1) the nation state that denied access to full citizenship and undertook state violence, (2) street violence in a 
heteronormative world, and (3) exclusion, discrimination and violence within the imagined LGBT community. 

Until now, an understanding of safe spaces for LGBT as physical spaces that are institutionalized and offer protection 
from violence and discrimination views them as visible and measurable. As it seems, debates about safe campuses 
(Froese 2018; Furedi 2017; Kipnis 2015, 2017) but also about shelter for LGBT refugees (Murray 2014a, 2018; Murray 
2014b; Afrazeh 2016; Grungras et al. 2009) appear to fall in line with a tradition of expanding physical safe spaces 
as a tool for liberalization. That bias makes the complexity of safe spaces for LGBT invisible because a Western 
understanding of sexualities, space and safety are taken for granted. 

Spaces for sexual diversity which fail in such homonationalist (Puar 2017) standards become blind spots in the 
narrative of LGBT outside the Western world. In my postcolonial critique, I explore alternative concepts of safe spaces 
by taking empirical data from interviews with LGBT advocates in Germany and the Philippines into account. 

Keywords: safe spaces; postcolonial theories; sexual diversity; homonationalism; decolonizing research

SPACE, PLACE AND QUEERNESS: AN EXAMINATION OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES (UWI), MONA CAMPUS’ QUEER 
LANDSCAPING

Adwoa Onuora (The University of the West Indies, Jamaica) 
Nadeen Spence (The University of the West Indies, Jamaica)

ABSTRACT

As LGBTQ students demand visibility on the University of the West Indies, Mona Campus, the response by their peers 
has been increasingly antagonistic. Members of the University community who are gender non-conforming are 
seen as an affront to hegemonic Caribbean masculinity. The brand of masculinity sanctioned in leadership spaces, 
particularly on halls of residence, is one that is antithetical to queerness. This has resulted in a systemic zoning of 
queerness on campus. This zoning is most pronounced in student leadership and traditional halls of residences built 
in the 1960s where a phallocentric brand of leadership prevails, and where difference is sometimes violently rejected. 
While on the surface, learning spaces present as hospitable places, for queer students, this is but an ideal. A culture of 
exclusion has permeated the campus resulting in landscaping of persons ‘suspected’ as being LGBTQ. Students have 
developed their own organizing principles and established rules about who lives where on campus. In this queering 
landscaping, ‘safe spaces’ have been created for LGBTQ students, however, their safety is guaranteed only and if they 
stay in their ‘rightful’ place. Who then is the campus hospitable for? Which students have the right to navigate the 
campus freely, and which ones have to confine their identities to very specific spaces? This paper explores the rules 
that surround the queering of residential and co-curricular spaces at The UWI Mona. It does so through examining 
the narratives of students, student leaders and UWI personnel who are navigating the anti-queer landscape.

Keywords: Queer landscaping; Queerness; Student leadership; Jamaica; Caribbean
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DISSIDENT PORNOGRAPHY IN BRASIL AS AN AESTHETIC AND 
POLITICAL MOVEMENT OF DECOLONIZATION

Fernanda Ximenes (Federal University of Pernambuco, Brazil) 
Benedito Medrado (Federal University of Pernambuco, Brazil)

ABSTRACT

Dissident pornography or so-called post-pornography is an invitation to the reappropriation and reinvention of 
technologies that can give meaning to dissenting sexual and gender experiences. These productions are diverse 
and heterogeneous,involving videos, photographs, performances, lectures, zines, songs and parties that mobilize 
resistance processes. Objectives: We aim to carry out an cartography of dissident pornography in Brazil. For this, we 
draw possible vectors of analysis such as: 1) mapping Brazilian artists / performers who work from a perspective 
of sexual and gender dissent; 2) to analyze the affective and corporal languages used by these artists; 3) analyzing 
the use and management of body-power (human and non-human); 4) Finally,following narratives of political 
articulation within the LGBT community. Methodology: We construct a cartography, where we explain intensities and 
affections from a network of actantes (human and nonhuman) present in the movement of dissident pornography in 
Brazil. Theoretical assumptions: We seek, together with strategically located authors, to develop a way of positioning 
ourselves in relation to the subjects we study and to think of Kuir science. This is an attempt of a north-east Brazilian 
(re) reading of queer theory. We have chosen to develop the argument of decolonization in the field of gender and 
sexuality from the authors indicated by the network. 

Keywords: Sexuality; Pornography; Decolonization; Queer Epistemology
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

EXPLORING QUEER EPISTEMOLOGIES BEYOND
Day:      Saturday, 28th September
Location and time:     VEZ, 10:30 – 12:10
Chair(s):       Magdalena Moreno
       Jaime Eduardo Barrientos Delgado

THE REPRESENTATIONS OF SPACE OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING FOR 
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION IN ARGENTINA, AT THE BEGINNINGS OF 
THE 21ST CENTURY

Magdalena Moreno (CIG/IGEHCS/UNCPBA/CONICET)

ABSTRACT

The present paper analyzes the representations of space of human trafficking for sexual exploitation in Argentina, 
between 2008 and 2018. For this analysis, I worked with Lefebvre´s theory, especially with the three dimensional 
analysis of espatial production: spatial practices, representations of space and spaces of representation. I paid special 
attention to the second concept to interpret the mapping produced by Ministerio Público Fiscal (the ministry that 
is in charge of administers justice), the mass media and civil society organizations. The paper is organized in three 
moments. At first, it describes, briefly, Henri Lefebvre‘s conceptualization to analyze the spatiality and emphasizes the 
concept of representations of space. In a second moment, analyzes the mapping made to represent the phenomenon 
of human trafficking for sexual exploitation in Argentina.Then, a critical reading about this mapping is made and 
the spatiality that they create or construct is analyzed from a gender perspective. That perspective is required to do 
the analysis because it allows to visibilize the gender oppression at the sexual exploitation. In a third moment and to 
conclude, some questions are opened in relation to the possible geographical imaginaries that can be configured 
from the representations of the space of human trafficking of sexual exploitation in Argentina

Keywords: representations of space; mapping; trafficking for sexual exploitation; feminist Geography; Argentina

THE POTENTIAL QUEER(ING) POLITICS OF ALL-GENDER 
RESTROOMS

Stephanie Bonvissuto (Stony Brook University, The United States)

ABSTRACT

In the binary-gendered public realm, where norms are routinely policed and can often be violently enforced, the 
inclusion of trans and gender nonconforming users in shared social spaces has triggered an increased surveillance 
of suspect identity formations. In this often-hostile environment, all-gender multi-stalled bathrooms in the urban 
landscapes of the UK and The The United States have emerged as safe(r) spaces for marginalized-gender populations. 
Yet can these locales provide more political legitimization for their non-cisgender users? This paper, based on a 
dissertation chapter from my ethnographic research, seeks to explore the queer amicability embedded in the mutually 
constitutive relationship between the public all-gendered restroom and its gender-marginalized users. Through 
an analytic lens that puts Gidden’s ‘duality-of-structure’ in conversation with Bourdieu’s cultural capital/habitus/
field and Gans’ sociology-of-space, I highlight that the reiterative moments embedded in the mutual relationship 
between the politics of all-gender spaces such as restrooms and its trans/nonbinary/genderqueer users creates an 
opportunity to validate and legitimate new bodily inscriptions, foment queer social relations, and embody potent 
political resistance. I conclude that while making room for ‘something else’ to be created, these same politics may 
also reproduce sexual, racial, and class inequalities, especially in lieu of any mechanisms of reflexivity that encourage 
personal and communal accountability. 

Keywords: Queer; all-gender; space; transgender; restrooms
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HOMOPHOBIC VIOLENCE: DISTANCING FROM THE CONCEPT OF 
HOMOPHOBIA

Jaime Barrientos Delgado (Alberto Hurtado University, Chile)

ABSTRACT

In this presentation, we would like to discuss, theoretically, the limitations of the use of the notion of “homophobia”. 
The school as a context allows us to problematize this notion thinking about new ways of understanding this 
violence. Every educated subject is sexed and gendered at the same time and, in this process, the school system 
actively participates through the production and reproduction of different social norms. 

To examine this process, in this talk, we must distance ourselves from a traditional concept of “homophobia” focused on 
one subject who discriminates against another due to his/her sexual orientation and/or identity, in order to advance 
toward understanding the social character of Homophobic Violence (HV). The notion of HV is used to understand 
violence toward young gay men, lesbians, and transgender youth in school contexts (Fraïsse & Barrientos, 2016), 
creating distance from the traditional concept of homophobia, which does not describe the social norms regulating 
sexuality and gender in schools. Traditionally, the concept of homophobia refers to heterosexuals’ fear of being in 
close contact with homosexuals, as well as homosexuals’ hatred toward themselves (self-aversion), whereas the 
concept of homophobic violence highlights the social and political character of violence toward gay men, lesbians, 
bisexuals, and transgender individuals. The school allows us to show the individual and collective character of a type 
of violence that circulates among the subjects. This circulation of this violence not only has negative effects on the 
subjects, but allows the construction of subjects. 

Keywords: Homophobia; Chile; Violence

VOICES OF WOMEN OF TRADITIONAL COMMUNITIES IN 
RESEARCH AND EXTENSION AT UNEMAT-UFMT (BRAZIL) 
-COIMBRA (PORTUGAL)

Lisanil Da Conceição Patrocínio Pereira (Mato Grosso State University, Brazil)
Teresa Cunha (University of Coimbra, Portugal) 
Beleni Salete Grando (Mato Grosso State University, Brazil)

ABSTRACT

This work has been developed by the COEDUC (Body, Education and Culture) Unity and UFMT LEAL (Research 
and Research on Diversity of Legal Amazon) research groups linked to CNPq and the Center for Social Studies of 
the University of Coimbra. They occur through research with interface and extension, through work with women 
in traditional communities and quilombolas, such as: „SEMINAR OF AGROECOLOGY ORGANIC PRODUCTION AND 
SOLIDARITY ECONOMY“, held in the Traditional Community of Santana do Taquaral in the Municipality of Santo 
Antônio de Leverger- MT at the State School of Campo Santana do Taquaral. The main areas of work have been: 
Women, Territories, Cultures and Identities. Thus, we intend to relate the experiences lived in the event with the 
participation of women, teachers, housewives and rural workers, as well as talk about the culture and knowledge 
that permeates this community. All the work carried out is institutionalized in the form of events, in the year 2018 a 
Collective was organized with the name: Women, Territories and Identities, partnership twisted by women‘s hands 
reinforced from the World Meeting Leaders in Education that took place in Rio de Janeiro in 2017. It should be noted 
that even the event that took place during the week of the truckers‘ strike had a significant participation, especially 
from the local community, which reinforces that this Extension Nucleus is on the right track in the sense of being 
together with the traditional communities that with us, a better world, in search of the good life. 

Keywords: Women; Territory; Cultures and Identities
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

LOCATING QUEER ARTS: AESTHETICS, SUBJECTIVITY, 
PERFORMANCE

Day:      Friday, 27th September
Location and time:     VEZ, 15:30 – 17:10 
Chair(s):       Theresa Wilshusen, Cuneyt Cakirlar

GEOGRAPHIES OF PORNOGRAPHY SPECTATORSHIP: 
INTERNATIONAL SELECTIONS FROM THE NINA HARTLEY FAN 
MAIL ARCHIVE

Ingrid Olson (The University of British Columbia, Canada)

ABSTRACT

Nina Hartley is an internationally recognized pornography star. Her first video, Educating Nina, was released in 1984. 
More than three decades later her pornography career continues. Shortly after Hartley’s debut she created the Nina 
Hartley Fan Club. Many of the letters in the archive can be understood as thanking Hartley for her ‘sexpertise’: what 
viewers have learned from her films. While the majority of Hartley’s fan letters originate from a US address she received 
international fan letters. A letter from Fady in Beirut, Lebanon, includes his address and phone number, imploring 
Nina to send him “the sexiest photograph” of her. A letter from Umar in Nigeria requests Nina’s fan club to send him 
“magazines and posters” of Hartley. And a letter from Paulo in Sao Paulo, Brazil, written in Portuguese, states, “I’m 
what you could define as your biggest fan in Brazil, I’ve seen all of your movies that are available here.” 

Pornography spectators in the Global South, including Sao Paulo, Brazil are invited to question “sexual scripts” 
(D’Abreu, Krahe, & Bazon, 2013). Spectators in Beirut, Lebanon may engage with representations of queer sexualities 
(Leap, 2011). And the former Socialist East has breached the censorship ban to produce Western style pornography 
(Zikic, 2010). This presentation discusses letters from the Hartley fan archive to suggest that pornography, as adult 
fairy tales (Kipnis, 1996), invite the spectator to question normative, cultural, sexual expectations and to reconsider 
hegemonic ideations and regulations of sexuality (Kulpa and Silva, 2016; Maginn & Steinmetz, 2014). 

Keywords: pornography; spectatorship; fan mail; archive; Nina Hartley

THE ART OF BECOMING: A QUEER AND ARTISTIC APPROACH TO 
THE SELF

Sebastián Collado (Alberto Hurtado University, Chile)

ABSTRACT

This presentation aims to propose an understanding of the self as an artistic process of becoming. To do this, we 
discuss the concept of the self in the work of Paul Ricoeur from the work of Judith Butler. Our suggestion is that in both 
theorists the self can be understood as an artistic process of ongoing being. Ricoeur proposes a narrative conception 
of the Self in which three levels of experience interact with each other: the level of action, the level of emplotment and 
the level of the audience. According to the author the first level is characterized by the multiplicity of infinite human 
actions. It is in the second level, i.e. the level of emplotment, where the author crafts its own narrative by organizing 
the multiplicity of her experience. The third level is related to fact that every narrative is going to be read by another 
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person. 

The main question that Ricoeur tries to answer with his approach to the self is “who am I?”. Although this question 
is relevant for each human being, with the work of Judith Butler, we argue that Ricoeur’s account of the self does 
not make justice to the power relations that limit a possible narrative a nonnormative self. Further, through a queer 
understating of the self, the narrative leaves Ricouer’s two-dimensional self, and becomes a performative, embodied, 
and three-dimensional narrative, which is going to be faced with the constrains of a heteronormative society.

Keywords: Self; Art; Queer; Narrative

FROM MANNISH LESBIAN TO DOOMED COUPLE: THE 
BEGINNINGS OF CROATIAN LESBIAN FICTION

Natalija Iva Stepanović (University of Zagreb, Croatia)

ABSTRACT

There are noticeable gaps in Croatian queer history. Croatian gay and lesbian culture officially began with few turning 
point events during the 1980s, blossoming movement came to halting stop a decade later, and was reestablished in 
the early 2000s. But, this summary of public and political history does not tell it all – queer culture, especially its female 
line, is often, as Jeffrey Weeks noted, connected to private sphere, upper classes, and literature. Before Nora Verde, the 
first openly queer women who have been publishing queer fiction since 2010, lesbians were present marginally. ‚The 
Widow‘ by Josip Eugen Tomić, (1891) is a realist novel with romantic components and a story about fallen women 
Gita. Another character captured mine attention: countess Patačićki who describes herself as a creature rather than a 
woman and fits all sexologist notions of lesbians as inverts and third sex. ‚The Passion‘ (1921) is a modernist romance 
by David Pijade and an epistolary novel about forbidden affair in a female monastery with few interesting lesbian 
troupes: mandatory unhappy ending typical for narratives of damnation, imbalance of power, and private setting. 
Rather than as a morality, a cautionary tale about dangers of female sexuality and the disorder it allegedly makes, I 
want to offer a reading of ‚The Passion‘ as a critique of heterosexual marriage and patriarchy in general. Also, I will try 
to show, using Sara Ahmed‘s affect paradigm, that unhappiness of main characters is a powerful demand for justice.

Keywords: narratives of damnation; lesbian fiction; queer theory; affect theory; representation analysis

THE 50,000 NAILS OF ISTANBUL QUEER ART COLLECTIVE: 
TRANSLATION AND CROSS-CULTURAL MOBILITY OF QUEER 
PERFORMANCE

Cüneyt Çakirlar (Nottingham Trent University, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT

The contemporary art scene in Turkey, which accommodated a number of globally acclaimed artists who identify 
as LGBTQ+, has gained considerable international visibility in recent decades. The post-2000s’ expansion of art 
galleries and art collectors as well as the country’s international networks have made the scene into a vital territory 
of cultural capital, in which artists and their collaborators working in neighbouring fields, such as academics and 
activists, channel their voices through art. The neoliberal regimes and political economies within this international 
traffic of art-as-capital and the queer visibility it promotes deserve critical focus. This paper provides in-depth 
readings of the performances by Istanbul Queer Art Collective (IQAC) to open up a discussion of the glocalisation/
internationalisation of queer arts and activism. The academic, artistic and cultural visibility of these practices in Turkey 
raises critical possibilities to question the cultural mobility and ‘translation’ of sexual dissidence in arts. Examining 
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performative discourses of appropriation, this paper will explore the ways in which IQAC critiques and exploits the 
hegemonic intersections between militarism, nationalism, heteronormativity and masculinity in adapting the Fluxus 
performance scores into a post-#OccupyGezi LGBTQ consciousness of ‘mourning and militancy’ in Turkey. Though 
sceptical of an unproblematically performed decontextualisation of queer theories from its western referent, my 
reading of IQAC’s performances will investigate the possible strategies of translating and transposing queer aesthetics 
into a critical practice that insists not merely on a local political context but also engages with the geopolitics of the 
global contemporary art market and its ‘ethnographic turns’.

Keywords: queer; activism; performance; art; Turkey; cross-cultural; nationalism

THE GENDER VEIL (EL VELO DE GÉNERO) & SEEKING SELF 
(BUSCANDO UNO MISMO)

Theresa Wilshusen (Polytechnic University of Valencia, Spain)

ABSTRACT

I examine the importance of gender representation in art as an approach to finding identity through art. Using a 
mixture of contemporary and traditional decorative methods on ceramics and non-traditional artistic methods in 
(instant) photography, the content is explicit and sincere without discouraging rarity, abnormality, vulnerability, 
absence, etc. The Gender Veil and Seeking Self depict abstract fragments of an array of identities displaying them in 
contemporary and non-conforming manners. 

The Gender Veil, hanging vertically, one string next to another in solidarity, both upright and inverted views of the 
triangles elicit a yin-yang sensation of peace. Through the colorful, textured veil one is inspired to look at and beyond 
the abstractions they are confronted with provoking an introspective inspection of meaning and context of both how 
the viewer sees themselves within the work and their relationship to the pieces connected to and neighboring pieces, 
along with the interactions between the pieces. This interaction begs the viewer to look beyond the images they see 
and question how they belong and look deeper into their relationship with the viewer to find their identity within. 

Seeking Self, a series of instant photographs mounted within triangles mounted together, and a culmination of 
diversity. The images range from the mundane to the obscure and sexual. This project pushes physical boundaries, 
such as borders, to the invisible, ethical, and stereotypical. This project’s aim is, like The Gender Veil, inclusivity and 
representation. It is on-going and details subjects from ten (10) countries, on three (3) continents, so far.

Keywords: gender; identity; art; ceramics; instant photography
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TITLE OF THE SESSION:

QUEER HEALTH IN GLOBAL CONTEXTS
Day:      Friday, 27th September
Location and time:     LR, 10:30 – 12:10
Chair(s):       Gavin Brown

NEW COLLABORATIONS TO CO-PRODUCE KNOWLEDGE ON 
QUEER HEALTH: REFLECTIONS FROM THE SOUTHERN AND EAST 
AFRICAN RESEARCH COLLECTIVE FOR HEALTH (SEARCH)

Alex Muller (University of Cape Town, South Africa) 
Southern and East African Research Collective for Health (SEARCH is a research collaboration between 25 
organisations in 9 countries that have collectively co-authored this work)

ABSTRACT

In 2015, over forty people working on queer rights in Southern and East Africa met in Cape Town to discuss the evidence 
needed for their advocacy work. This initial discussion developed into one of the largest research projects on queer 
health on the continent: a comparative multi-country study in nine countries, conceptualised and implemented 
between 21 NGOs, four academic institutions, one government department and the funder. We surveyed more than 
3,500 people across nine countries. 

Based on an ethic of collaboration and solidarity, our project aims to generate empirical evidence on severely under-
researched aspects of queer people’s health: violence, access to healthcare, and mental health concerns. At the same 
time, we aim to establish a truly collaborative way of doing research and co-producing knowledge. 

In our paper, we present our collaborative model and reflect on the process. Drawing on interviews with each other, 
notes, and a review of our communication during the project, we explore the following themes: 

• Successes and challenges so far, both expected and unexpected; 

• Assumptions and expectations that we each had at the beginning of the process, and a reflection on them; 

• Power dynamics between researchers, funders and NGOs; 

• Impact of participatory research processes on the service provision pressures of NGOs; 

• Way forward and use of our co-produced research evidence. 

Through these reflections, we highlight some of the challenges and tensions that emerge in the co-production 
of research knowledge. We conclude by providing recommendations for future collaborations on research and 
knowledge co-production.

Keywords: co-production of knowledge; research collaboration; queer health; Southern Africa; East Africa

YOUTH, SEX & PRECARITY: YOUNG PEOPLE’S SEXUALITY AND 
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES IN MARGINALISED AND LOW-INCOME 
SETTINGS

Sam Miles (London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT

Digital technologies have become a key theme in geographies of sexualities, with adolescents in particular utilising 
online platforms for advice, peer identification (heterosexual or otherwise) and partner-seeking. Less explored is how 
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young adults seek sex and develop sexualities through digital technology in low-income settings across the global 
south. Often assumed to be deprived of technology by socioeconomic digital divides, mobile phone ownership is often 
high even in extremely marginalised communities. This paper takes as its starting point the author’s participation in 
a new project to boost global sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR), to also consider how we might think 
more horizontally and transnationally about young people’s digital sex lives. Contraception and safe abortion, HIV/
STI prevention and treatment, and sexuality education are unevenly practiced globally. The larger project measures 
public health interventions seeking to ensure that young people, including refugees and young sex workers access 
health services, but within this, how might we explore digital technology as it pertains to safer sex messaging, partner 
seeking, or personal protection? Which issues are common to young people anywhere, and which are unique to youth 
in particularly precarious settings? Finally, how can this research best serve local communities and local scholars, 
involving them in meaningful research co-production? This paper presents to the audience as many questions as it 
has answers, but with the aim of learning in both directions.

Keywords: Technology; young people; sexuality; Global south; sexual & reproductive health (SRH); Research; Humanitarian settings

TRANSNATIONAL FUNDING AND LOCAL IDENTITIES: 
HOMONORMATIVITY AND HIV IN MALAWI

Talia Meer (University of Cape Town, South Africa) 
Alex Muller (University of Cape Town, South Africa)

ABSTRACT

Increasingly, activists use public health arguments to advocate for queer rights in African countries where same-sex 
activity is criminalized. This, coupled with an increase in health-related donor-funding, have led to the inclusion of 
men who have sex with men (MSM), and, occasionally, transgender people, into a number of national HIV health 
policies. While these are significant efforts toward challenging heteronormative health regimes, and realizing the 
right to health for sexual minorities, it raises questions about who is included in these conceptualisations, and 
under what conditions. Drawing on in-depth interviews with healthcare providers and representatives of advocacy 
organisations in Malawi and participant observation, we argue that the dominance of ‘MSM’ and HIV/AIDS discourse 
has led to a homonormative understanding of sexual diversity. Sexual and gender diversity is equated with ‘MSM’, 
which invisibilises queer women and transgender people, and results in a comparative and absolute absence 
of health programming for them. By focusing solely on sexual health, this homonormative discourse ignores the 
wide range of health, including mental health, concerns, which affect queer people everywhere, and which may be 
more pronounced in a criminalizing context. Male-centred discourses also raise questions about the recognition 
of women’s (sexual) agency, and inclusion in queer activism. We argue that by solely relying on public healthcare 
focused on HIV and MSM, the break in heteronormative healthcare policy affirms an existing tendency to reduce the 
lives and health needs of queer people to sexual behavior, closely associated with the spread of disease, and creates 
new homonormative identities. 

Keywords: Malawi; homonormativity; donor funding; queer health and HIV

MULTI-SITED, MULTI-SCALAR GEOGRAPHIES OF PREP
Gavin Brown (University of Leicester, The United Kingdom)

ABSTRACT

Taking inspiration from recent multi-sited ethnographies (Sheller 2014; Tsing 2015) and geographical ‘follow-the-
thing’ methodologies (Cook 2004), this paper sketches out the ways in which attention to the multiple spatialities of 
Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) might offer new ways of thinking, horizontally and transnationally, about geographies 
of sexualities. When taken appropriately, PrEP is a highly reliable pharmaceutical prophylaxis against HIV infection. 
And yet the roll-out and availability of PrEP internationally remains highly uneven. Even where PrEP is available 
through national health services or health insurance schemes, many gay and bisexual men choose to buy generic 
versions of the pill privately through specialist online pharmacies. Alongside improved treatment of people with HIV, 
PrEP is having dramatic effects on new infection rates in many major cities in the minority world. There is growing 
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evidence that the availability and adoption of PrEP is having significant impacts on gay and bisexual men’s sexual 
practices and cultures. These changes are important, but to focus on them alone risks re-centring the experiences 
of ‘homonormative’ gay men in major urban centres, without recognising either the multiple other sites and labour 
that is involved in the circulation of PrEP, nor those sites and people that remain excluded and disconnected from its 
potentials. By tracing some of the sites and processes through which PrEP circulates, and tracing its associations with 
other things and people, this paper offers a glimpse at a different way of conceiving the geographies of sexualities.

Keywords: Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP); Multi-sited ethnography; HIV; Gay men; Materiality

DEFOCUSING CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES: SEEKING 
SYNDEMIC ANSWERS WITHIN SILENCED DISCUSSIONS ABOUT 
HIV IN NON-STRAIGHT MEN

Michal Pitoňák (National Institute of Mental Health, Czechia)

ABSTRACT

Gay, bisexual and other non-heterosexual men represent a population group that is most vulnerable to spreading of 
HIV. Non-heterosexual men in Czechia account for more than 70 % of all newly infected people, and this HIV asymmetry 
is similarly affecting this group in other developed countries. In this paper, I set an aim to discuss various causes and 
consequences of the HIV epidemic and revise the dominant biomedical perspectives towards this problematic by 
introducing the discussion of syndemic approach that belongs to biopsychosocial or holistic approaches. Syndemic 
has a potential not only to interrupt the moralistic attitudes, but as a new paradigm in social epidemiology and 
protection of public health, it may also stimulate types of reactions. This article substantiates that the spread of 
HIV in a population of non-heterosexual men is part of mutually reinforcing biological, behavioral, structural and 
psychosocial factors that interact ‘syndemically’ and amplify the effect of HIV on this population. In this article, I 
attempt to build a transdisciplinary dialogue to facilitate discussion across different fields to encourage responses 
necessary for taking on with this syndemic challenge.

Keywords: HIV, non-heterosexuals, MSM, syndemic, holistic approach, stigma
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SIDE EVENTS
WORKSHOP: FRUSTRATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
REFLECTING ON POSITIONALITIES IN ACADEMIA

Day:     Thursday, 26th September
Location and time:    G2, 16:00-17:40
Organizers:     Boussalem Alessandro
      Giulia Melis
      Cecilia Nessi
      Noemi Novello

Registration to event: 
at the registration desk during 26th September 

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION:

The aim of this interactive workshop is to create a space for discussion and exchange around the dilemmas we 
encounter when engaging in our academic and activist practices. The methodology for the workshop will be 
non-formal and experiential, and the whole activity will revolve around the active engagement and interaction of 
participants. The focus will be on those controversial situations and positionalities that we experience and the power 
dynamics we do reproduce – consciously, unconsciously? – when conduction fieldwork or other research related 
activities. As researchers, we feel responsible for the processes of knowledge production in which we are involved; 
at the same time, as feminist and queer scholars, when it comes to the academic institutions we are affiliated to, 
we often position ourselves in a sort of contradictory “inside/outside/against” [1]. The blur between privilege and 
oppression of “a position that valorises the concrete experience of the oppressed, while being so uncritical about the 
historical role of the intellectual” [2] is among our main concerns. Bearing this in mind, how do we think about our 
boundaries when researching/teaching on/about/with oppressed subjects in terms of race, gender, sexuality, class, 
and so forth? Can every scholar research about every issue? How do we manage practical issues when our personal 
ethics and academic constraints meet? Did we ever ask if there is a moment when we should stop [3]? These are just 
some of the dilemmas we aim to discuss. Also, we do not propose to find solutions; rather, to facilitate a collective and 
individual reflection about the limits and the responsibilities of the sites from where we produce knowledge, offering 
space and a participatory way to share and listen to each other experiences.

Keywords: positionalities, oppressed subjects, responsabilities.
[1] (Quijano, 2018, p. 74)
[2] (Spivak,1988, p.69)
[3] (Alcoff, 1991)
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EXCURSION: PRAGUE QUEER HERITAGE TOUR
Day:     Thursday, 26th September 21:00 – 23:00
Location and time:   meeting: National Theatre – direct route by tram n. 18
Organizer:    Jan Seidl (Masaryk University; Society for Queer Memory)

Details: Participation at this event is free; however, we encourage each participant to contribute (200 CZK – equi-
valent of 8 €) to support the Society for Queer Memory. Contributions will be collected by the organizer himself.

Are you interested in what life was like for gays and lesbians in Prague in the recent and distant past? On this history-
focused walk with Dr. Jan Seidl (Masaryk University; Society for Queer Memory), i.a. co-author of the Queer Prague 
guidebook, you will be immersed in the gay atmosphere of the Belle époque, the interwar period, the Nazi occupation 
and the Communist regime.

SPORT: MORNING PRAGUE GUIDED JOGGING TOUR
Day:     everyday 6:30 – 7:30
Location and time:   meeting: outside the conference venue Albertov 6, every day of the 
     conference with possibility of another run on 29th
Organizer:    Jiří Vašíček (vasicji@gmail.com)

Details:  The price is 400CZK (the equivalent of 15EUR) / person, minimal number of participants is 4 people. Con-
tact Jiří personally for registering (especially for the first morning of conference).

Do you want to see city center a little bit differently? Do you want to see sights without crowds? With us you´ll see 
Prague little bit differently. We‘ll run through Old and New Town while city is waking up. We´ll run around all major 
sights and some nice hideaways in parks and more… We´ll talk, run, have fun and mostly we will deserve breakfast.

Run is from 7 to 15 km long. Speed and length depends on condition of every single one. Therefore, it is good to know 
your pace and be ready to slow down the pace if someone from our group needs it. It´s not a race it´s about having 
fun.

JOIN THE NETWORK MEETING – PLANS FOR 6TH EGSC 
CONFERENCE?

Day:     Saturday, 28th September
Location and time:    G2, 10:30 – 12:10
Organizers:     Organizer 5th EGSC local and international committees

Details:  This is the 5th edition of the European Geographies of Sexualities Conference. Since 2011 a small, informal 
and fluid group of researchers has joined forces to organize a conference in different European cities, every two years. 
We are getting together to analyse the work done over the last years and to discuss the organization of future editions 
of the conference. If you are interested in participating in this group, please join the meeting.
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EXCURSION: MAP COLLECTION 
Day:      Thursday 26th September
Location and time:    3rd Floor - Map Collection, 11:00-12:00
Organizer:     5th EGSC local committee

Details:  The Charles University has the most significant university map collection in Central Europe. One tour for a 
limited number of attendants (15) will be possible during the first conference day. Those who wish to participate need 
to sign up during the morning registration.  

CONFERENCE DINNER 
Day:     Friday, 27th September 20:30 – 23:00
Location and time:   Potrefená Husa Albertov, address: Na Slupi 2102/2b, 128 00 Nové Město –   
     5-minute walk from the conference venue 
Organizer:    5th EGSC local committee

Details: Participation at the conference dinner is reserved for those who selected their wish to participate during 
the registration process and covered the necessary costs in advance. 
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LIST OF COUNTRIES BASED ON 
CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS:
AUSTRALIA
AUSTRIA
BELGIUM
BRAZIL
BULGARIA
CANADA
CHILE
COLOMBIA
CROATIA
CZECHIA
FINLAND
FRANCE

GERMANY
GEORGIA
INDIA
INDONESIA
IRELAND
ISRAEL
ITALY
JAMAICA
HUNGARY
MALAYSIA
MALTA
THE NETHERLANDS

NORWAY
POLAND
PORTUGAL
RUSSIA
SLOVAKIA
SPAIN
SOUTH AFRICA
SWEDEN
SWITZERLAND
TURKEY
THE UNITED KINGDOM
THE UNITED STATES
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DAY 1 - Thursday 26th September 

TIME AND 
LOCATION

Program

8:00 – 9:00 Registration

9:00 – 10:30 Opening ceremony, first keynote lecture 

VG

Michal Pitoňák

Opening words and start of the conference. 
Invited representatives of the Charles University, 
Faculty of Science; the department of Social 
Geography and Regional Development; and the 
Czech Geographical Association.

Judit Timár 

STRUGGLES OF FEMINIST GEOGRAPHY AGAINST 
CHANGING HEGEMONIES IN CENTRAL AND 
EASTERN EUROPE  
Discussants: Michal Pitoňák and Gilly Hartal

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee break

11:00 – 12:40 Parallel sessions 01

VEZ

QUEERING THE FIELD OF PLANNING: BRINGING SEXUALITY TO URBAN 
GOVERNANCE AND PLANNERS

Chair(s): Thomas Wimark, Jesko Meißel

Matthew Smith Towards a transfeminist planning theory and 
practice

Thomas Wimark 
Urban spaces and governance: enabling and 
controlling meetings between same-sex loving 
individuals in Stockholm 1880-1950 

Jesko Meißel
Contingencies of inclusion: assessing the 
relevance of social imaginaries for institutional 
design and participatory governance

Amos Weintrob Lgbtq+mobility: visibility, fear and travel 
behavior, the case of Tel-aviv

11:00 – 12:40 Parallel sessions 01

PR

DECOLONIZING LOCATIONS

Chair(s): Adwoa Onuora

Tereza Jiroutová Kynčlová Queering Chicanx nation: decolonial redefinitions 
of Aztlán

Bagas Putra Women leadership in green space production in 
kampung-kota, Indonesia

Chris Hiller Decolonizing the concept of safe spaces for lgbt 

Adwoa Onuora
Nadeen Spence 

Space, place and queerness: an examination of 
the university of the west indies (uwi), mona 
campus’ queer landscaping 

Fernanda Ximenes 
Benedito Medrado

Dissident pornography in Brasil as an aesthetic 
and political movement of decolonization 
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11:00 – 12:40 Parallel sessions 01

LR

RESEARCH AND EMPOWERMENT OF FEMINIST AND LGBTQ+ POLITICS IN CENTRAL 
AND EASTERN EUROPE

Chair(s): Anna Rekhviashvili, Michal Pitoňák

Clinton Glenn
 ‘See diversity, see freedom’: Baltic pride marches 
and historical geographies of the Tallinn, Riga, 
and Vilnius

Anna Rekhviashvili Social and political context of the sexual rights in 
Georgia – a decolonial perspective

Mirjam Sagi 
Instrumentalising women’s bodies in political 
rhetoric, yet again: political economy of fear and 
public space in Budapest

Michal Pitoňák
Understanding ‘disciplinary anxieties’ as obstacles 
in the development of feminist and queer 
thought in Czech geography

Shaban Darakchi
Emergence and development of LGBTQI 
activism in post-socialist Bulgaria: generations, 
involvement, and identifications

12:40 – 14:00 Lunch break

14:00 – 15:40 Parallel sessions 02

LR

IS QUEER GEOGRAPHY FEMINIST? A DISCUSSION OF DISCIPLINE, CONNECTIONS 
AND     BOUNDARIES

Chair(s): Valerie De Craene

Inbar Michelzon Drori Undoing selfie: girls resisting post feminism

Silje Mathisen 
Queer citizenship in family-oriented Vietnam; 
exploring everyday negotiations of identities and 
belongings

Yael Bar-Tzedek 
Between “standing with” and “fighting for“: the 
#i believe you hashtag and sexual citizenship in 
Israel

Gilly Hartal, 
Valerie De Craene

Final discussion and commentary – interlacing 
feminist theory and geographies of sexualities, 
once again

DAY 1 - Thursday 26th September
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14:00 – 15:40 Parallel sessions 02

PR

RIGHT-WING POLICIES, NEOLIBERALISM AND THE CENSORSHIP OF KNOWLEDGE 
ON GENDER AND SEXUALITIES IN EDUCATIONAL AND RESEARCH SPACES (1)

Chair(s):  Eduarda Ferreira

Eduarda Ferreira Transnational influence of conservative right-
wing discourses: the case of Portugal  

Elena Novak Gender curriculum: promoting gender equality 
across the educational spectrum

Adriano José Habed, 
Carlotta Cossutta

From Verona with love: feminist and queer 
knowledges in “anti-gender” times

Larissa Corrêa, 
Rosa Elisabete Militz

Imagery representations on space and gender: 
public and private

Bianca Correa Becoming a woman in Brazil: the misconstruction 
of gender in Brazilian politics

14:00 – 15:40 Parallel sessions 02

VEZ

GENDER MATTERS IN CULTURAL CONTEXTS: STEREOTYPES, GAPS AND DIFFERENT 
CONCEPTS

Chair(s): Valentina Shipovskaya

Julia Elena Goldmann 
A new breed of alpha. Alpha/beta/omega-
dynamics and their potential to subvert gender 
stereotyping

Maria João Silva 
Digital practices and gender equality: critical 
reflection on the results of an European survey in 
Portugal 

Valentina Shipovskaya Gender patterns of healthy ageing across family 
ties in western Europe 

15:40 – 16:00 Coffee break

16:00 – 17:40 Parallel sessions 03

LR

NON-MONOGAMIES BEYOND THE PROGRESSIVE-VERSUS-NORMATIVE DIVIDE 

Chair(s): Rahil Roodsaz, Katrien de Graeve

Christian Klesse Polygamy, polyamory, bisexuality and race in US 
slippery slope discourses on same-sex marriage

Agata Stasińska 

From mononormativity to polyamory and back - 
reconstructing continual multidimensional (non)
monogamy of nonheterosexual people living in 
Poland

Jaisie Walker ‘Out of place’ in queerness: alien affect, and the 
promise of polyamory

16:00 – 17:40 Parallel sessions 03

PR

RIGHT-WING POLICIES, NEOLIBERALISM AND THE CENSORSHIP OF KNOWLEDGE 
ON GENDER AND SEXUALITIES IN EDUCATIONAL AND RESEARCH SPACES (2)

Chair(s):  Eduarda Ferreira

Joseli Maria Silva
Marcio Jose Ornat 

Burn the witch: the victory of the extreme right 
in brazil and the female protagonism in moral 
agendas related to sexualities

Andrea Simão
“Woman was born to be mother”: the 
conservative turn in discourses on gender and 
sexuality in brazil

DAY 1 - Thursday 26th September
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16:00 – 17:40 Parallel sessions 03

VEZ

SEXUALITY, SECURITY AND SURVEILLANCE IN DIGITAL SPACES

Chair(s): Gilly Hartal

Godfried Asante 
“Wounded desires”: queer africans negotiating 
identities and resisting the potential for violence 
on gay hook-up sites.

Dallas Cant Concurrent identities: queer sex work in the wake 
of bill c-36 and SESTA/FOSTA

Salma Siddique Something on her shoulders: modest fashionistas 
and the moralizing community

Julia Elena Goldmann 
Fan fiction, sex and the pregnant man: fan fiction 
platforms as safe spaces discussing sexuality and 
gender

Yossi David Sexualizing the other: the racialized and 
dehumanized use of sexuality on Facebook

16:00 – 17:40 Parallel sessions 03

G2

FRUSTRATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES:  REFLECTING ON POSITIONALITIES IN 
ACADEMIA (WORKSHOP)  
[see page 107 for more information]

Chair(s): Boussalem Alessandro, Giulia Melis,  
Cecilia Nessi, Noemi Novello

17:40 – 18:00 Coffee break

18:00 – 19:00 Second keynote lecture 

VG Alexander Kondakov 
NODES OF VIOLENCE: VIOLENT SPACES BEYOND 
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE DICHOTOMY 
Discussant: Gavin Brown

SIDE EVENTS OF THE DAY

6:30 - 7:30 Side event

  Morning Prague guided 
jogging tour

Morning Prague guided jogging tour with Jiří 
Vašíček 
[meeting: close to the conference venue - see page 
107 for more information]

21:00 – 23:00 Side event

  Prague Queer Heritage Tour
Prague Queer Heritage Tour 
[meeting: National Theatre – direct route by tram n. 
18 - see page 107 for more information]

11:00 – 12:00 Side event

Excursion: Map Collection
Map Collection 
[the conference venue- see page 107 for more 
information]

THERE ARE ONLY LIMITED NUMBER OF SPOTS AT SOME SIDE EVENTS, IF YOU WISH TO ATTEND THEM 
PLEASE REGISTER AT THE REGISTRATION DESK

DAY 1 - Thursday 26th September
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DAY 2 - Friday, 27th September
TIME AND 
LOCATION

Program

8:00 – 9:00 Registration

9:00 – 10:00 Third keynote lecture

VG Maria Rodó de Zárate

THE RIGHT TO SPACE: HETERONORMATIVITY, 
INTERSECTIONAL (DIS)COMFORTS AND 
INEQUALITIES 
Discussants: Valerie De Craene and Alessandro 
Boussalem

10:00 – 10:30 Coffee break

10:30 – 12:10 Parallel sessions 04

LR

QUEER HEALTH IN GLOBAL CONTEXTS

Chair(s): Gavin Brown

Alex Muller 

New collaborations to co-produce knowledge 
on queer health: reflections from the southern 
and east African research collective for health 
(search) 

Sam Miles 
Youth, sex & precarity: young people’s sexuality 
and digital technologies in marginalized and 
low-income settings 

Talia Meer  
Alex Muller

Transnational funding and local identities: 
homonormativity and HIV in Malawi 

Gavin Brown Multi-sited, multi-scalar geographies of PrEP 

Michal Pitoňák
Defocusing causes and consequences: seeking 
syndemic answers within silenced discussions 
about HIV in non-straight men

10:30 – 12:10 Parallel sessions 04

PR

HOMONATIONALISMS: BODIES AND SPACES OF CONFRONTATIONS

Chair(s): Ruthie Ginsburg, Hongwei Bao

Ruthie Ginsburg What love got to do with it: Netta Barzilai, urban 
culture. And the Israeli/Palestinian conflict

Marco Bitschnau Homonationalism or homopopulism in western 
Europe? 

Roman Leksikov 
Dafna Rachok

Beyond western theories: on the use and abuse 
of ‘homonationalism’ in eastern Europe

Hongwei Bao Bright lights, sexy bodies: queer film cultures in 
Shanghai 

Nuria Sadurni Approaching queer configurations in Catalonia 
through the concept of homonationalism 
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10:30 – 12:10 Parallel sessions 04

VEZ

THE FUTURE(S) OF LESBIAN GEOGRAPHIES, SUBJECTIVITIES, AND CITIZENSHIPS: 
ACKNOWLEDGING A VARIETY OF LOCAL DIMENSIONS OF LESBIAN(-FEMINIST) 
SCHOLARSHIP, ACTIVISM, AND BEYOND

Chair(s): Marta Olasik 

Lara Özlen 
“Butterfly effect:” lesbian-bisexual individuals’ 
identity politics and personal ways of doing 
activism in Istanbul

Eduarda Ferreira Researching lesbian issues in Portugal: a critical 
review

Cecilia Nessi Is the rainbow white? Co-formations of lesbian 
space-identities in Milan

10:30 – 12:10 Parallel sessions 04

G2

SEXUAL ECONOMIES ACROSS BORDERS

Chair(s): Adriana Piscitelli

Monique Huysamen “Out of Africa”: racist discourse in men’s talk on 
sex work

Adriana Piscitelli 
Between Europeans and Koreans: clashes 
among imaginations in the northeast of Brazil’s 
sexscapes

Pilar Albertín-Carbo, 
Jose Antonio Langarita-
Adiego

Local and transnational geographies of sex work 
in a trans-border zone between France and 
Spain

Rocio Palomeque Recio „Try talking to him dirty“: self-surveillance 
techniques and biopolitics in sugar dating 

12:10 – 13:30 Lunch break

13:30 – 15:10 Parallel sessions 05

LR

SEXUAL AND SEXUALITY EDUCATION – THE MANUALS OF LOVE, SEX AND 
RELATIONSHIPS TO EVERYBODY

Chair(s): Veronika Valkovičová

Veronika Valkovičová 
Ľubica Libáková, 
Adriana Jesenková

Ethics of care in sexuality education

Gabriel Weibl Sexuality education, homage to adulthood? 
Perceptions of Slovak youth

Cláudio Moreira,  
Maria João Silva

Sexuality education strategies for the 
development of a positive and gratifying 
gender identity: a study with elementary school 
children in Portugal

Ana Carolina Ferraz dos 
Santos, 
Ana Carolina Barbosa, 
Marcia Menezes Thomaz 
Pereira 

Existences and resistances in the school space: 
the student protagonism and the gender and 
sexuality patterns

Ya‘Ara Gil-Glazer Sexual emancipation and visual critical 
pedagogy in academic spaces

DAY 2 - Friday, 27th September
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13:30 – 15:10 Parallel sessions 05

PR

TRANSNATIONAL GEOGRAPHIES OF OPPOSITION TO SEXUALITY STUDIES, 
GENDER, AND WOMEN’S AND LGBT RIGHTS: HEGEMONY OR HORIZONTAL 
COLLABORATION ON THE RIGHT? (1)

Chair(s): Kevin Moss

Kevin Moss Conservative horizontal and transnational 
geographies of sexuality

Monica Cornejo-Valle, 
Ignacio Pichardo 

The anti-gender geography of the 
Iberoamerican matrix

Alexander Kondakov Gender and sexuality studies under suspicion: 
European university at St. Petersburg

Anna Rekhviashvili Anti-gender and right wing organizing in 
Georgia – eastern voice of eastern Europe

Hadley Z. Renkin The geotemporalities of gender and sexual 
panic in Hungary

13:30 – 15:10 Parallel sessions 05

VEZ

 “PSYCHOGEOGRAPHY” BEYOND STRAIGHT

Chair(s): Caitlin Hart, Anna Borgos

Caitlin Hart Born this way? Is kink a sexual orientation or a 
preference?

Nela Andresová Invisible sexuality: specifics of the life of asexual 
people within heteronormative society 

Kate Davison 
Pavlovian queers from Prague to Sydney: 
transnational knowledge flows and cold war 
geopolitics 

Chen Misgav
 Queer urban trauma in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem

Anna Borgos Gender and sexuality concepts in state socialist 
Hungarian psy-sciences

13:30 – 15:10 Parallel sessions 05

G2

MAKING SPACE FOR QUEER YOUTH IN HETERONORMATIVE LEISURE SPACES

Chair(s): Maarten Loopmans, Xin Pan

Marco La Rocca Village people: ‘yet another’ ethnographic study 
on a gay-connoted urban space of leisure

Avner Rogel Appropriating spaces and playing with futures: 
LGBTQ+ youth movement in Israel

Amy Zala Socio-spatial configurations of the English 
LGBTQ+ night-time economy

Amanda T. Mc Intyre Queering Trinidad and Tobago carnival

Marjan Moris,  
Thomas Wimark,  
Maarten Loopmans,  
Xin Pan,  
Enrico Rossetti

Wellbeing of queer young people in 
heteronormative youth spaces

15:10 – 15:30 Coffee break

DAY 2 - Friday, 27th September
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15:30 – 17:10 Parallel sessions 06

LR

SPACES PRODUCTION: EMOTIONS, SAFETY, INCLUSION, LOVE NETWORKS

Chair(s): Alice Salimbeni

Alice Salimbeni Women in place. Mapping emotions through an 
audio-visual methodology 

Giada Bonu 

Around the kitchen tables: the production 
of safer spaces in feminist communities 
overcoming hegemonies and hierarchies 
through participatory action research

Luise Grühn 
How mechanisms of attribution and exclusion 
pervade sexed spaces through the example of 
public bathrooms 

15:30 – 17:10 Parallel sessions 06

PR

TRANSNATIONAL GEOGRAPHIES OF OPPOSITION TO SEXUALITY STUDIES, 
GENDER, AND WOMEN’S AND LGBT RIGHTS: HEGEMONY OR HORIZONTAL 
COLLABORATION ON THE RIGHT? (2)

Chair(s): Kevin Moss

Iara Beleli Anti-feminism in the conservative wave in Brazil

Esteban Francisco López 
Medina 

The hidden sexist and homophobic curriculum 
in foreign language textbooks: an effective 
transnational tool against the rights of all

Jaime Barrientos-Delgado Exploratory study on “anti-gender movements” 
in Chile

Gustavo Gomes da Costa 
Pentecostalism, anti-gender politics and the 
authoritarian turn in Brazil: national lessons from 
global processes

15:30 – 17:10 Parallel sessions 06

G2

QUEERSHIP(S) BEYOND HETERONORMATIVE (NO/FO)RMS OF TOGETHERNESS OR 
KINSHIP

Chair(s): Chiara Bertone

Dmitrii Tolkachev Policy evaluation of “non-traditional sexual 
relationships” regulation

Roberto Kulpa 

Places and spaces of friendships. On the 
importance of physical, virtual, and imagined 
‘spaces’ in establishing, sustaining, and living 
‘friendships’. 

Alicja Zaremba Non-heteronormativity and spiritual/religious 
heterodoxy in a Polish city 

DAY 2 - Friday, 27th September
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15:30 – 17:10 Parallel sessions 06

VEZ

LOCATING QUEER ARTS: AESTHETICS, SUBJECTIVITY, PERFORMANCE

Chair(s): Theresa Wilshusen, Cuneyt Cakirlar

Ingrid Olson 
Geographies of pornography spectatorship: 
international selections from the Nina Hartley 
fan mail archive

Sebastián Collado The art of becoming: a queer and artistic 
approach to the self 

Natalija Iva Stepanović From mannish lesbian to doomed couple: the 
beginnings of Croatian lesbian fiction 

Cüneyt Çakirlar 
The 50,000 nails of Istanbul queer art collective: 
translation and cross-cultural mobility of queer 
performance 

Theresa Wilshusen The gender veil (el velo de género) & seeking 
self (buscando uno mismo) 

17:10 – 17:30 Coffee break

17:30 – 18:45
BOOK LAUNCH

VG

SIDE EVENTS OF THE DAY
6:30 – 7:30 Side event

  Morning Prague guided 
jogging tour

Morning Prague guided jogging tour with Jiří 
Vašíček [meeting: close to the conference venue - 
see page 107 for more information]

20:30 – 23:00 Conference dinner

 
Venue: Potrefená Husa Albertovaddress: Na Slupi 2102/2b, 128 00 Nové Město 
5-minute walk from the conference venue [see page 107 for more information]

THERE ARE ONLY LIMITED NUMBER OF SPOTS AT SOME SIDE EVENTS, IF YOU WISH TO ATTEND THEM 
PLEASE REGISTER AT THE REGISTRATION DESK

DAY 2 - Friday, 27th September
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DAY 3 - Saturday, 28th September
TIME AND 
LOCATION

Program

8:00 – 9:00 Registration

9:00 – 10:00 Fourth keynote lecture 

VG Phil Hubbard
TOWARDS A QUEER URBANISM 
Discussants: Chen Misgav and Cecilia Nessi

10:00 – 10:30 Coffee break

10:30 – 12:10 Parallel sessions 07

LR

PROVINCIALIZING EUROPE: NEW DIRECTIONS IN RESEARCH ON SEXUALITIES, 
GENDER AND MIGRATION (1)

Chair(s): Calogero Giametta

Valentina Greco, 
Ludovico Virtù

Journey as metaphor, immobility as narrative. 
The invisibilization of trans* bodies in the 
Italian public debate

Francesca Stella, 
Jon Binnie 

A place called home: rethinking ‘home’ and 
belonging among LGBT migrants in Scotland

Cesare Di Feliciantonio 

Escaping stigma, getting a new life in the 
big city. The emotional geographies of HIV-
positive gay migrants in three European 
countries

Anita Prša 
From bodies to work to social reproduction: 
revisiting daily routines and intimacy in 
migrant eldercare work

Christopher Pullen Queer refugees and mobile spaces of care: 
cultures, orientation and citizenship

10:30 – 12:10 Parallel sessions 07

PR

QUEERING TRANSNATIONALISM

Chair(s): Clea A. Schmidt

Erkan Gursel 
‘Berlin’deyim aşkim’; on performativity, 
advocacy and transnational solidarity amongst 
queer, Turkish-speaking migrants in Berlin 

Robert Mizzi, 
Clea Schmidt, 
Gustavo Moura 

Migrant sexualities: a global study of western 
LGBTQ educators working in non-western 
spaces 

Azar Masoumi “We call it gay”: language and sexual minority 
refugees 

Trevor Corkum Slowly here: queer citizenship and sexual 
minority international students in Toronto 
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10:30 – 12:10 Parallel sessions 07

VEZ

EXPLORING QUEER EPISTEMOLOGIES BEYOND

Chair(s): Magdalena Moreno 
     Jaime Eduardo Barrientos Delgado

Magdalena Moreno 
The representations of space of human 
trafficking for sexual exploitation in Argentina, 
at the beginnings of the 21st century.

Stephanie Bonvissuto The potential queer(ing) politics of all-gender 
restrooms 

Jaime Barrientos Delgado Homophobic violence: distancing from the 
concept of homophobia 

Lisanil Da Conceição Patrocínio                   
Pereira,  
Teresa Cunha,   
Beleni Salete Grando

Voices of women of traditional communities 
in research and extension at unemat -ufmt 
(Brazil) -coimbra (Portugal)

10:30 – 12:10 Parallel sessions 07

G2 JOIN THE NETWORK MEETING – PLANS FOR 6TH EGSC CONFERENCE?

12:10 – 13:30 Lunch break

13:30 – 15:10 Parallel sessions 08

LR

PROVINCIALIZING EUROPE: NEW DIRECTIONS IN RESEARCH ON SEXUALITIES, 
GENDER AND MIGRATION (2)

Chair(s): Jon Binnie

Miriam friz Trzeciak, 
Jana Schäfer 

Contested migrant belongings – the (re)
negotiation of ethnosexual frontiers in the 
German media

Calogero Giametta The end-demand model of sex work in France: 
an analysis of the repressive approach

Kostia Lennes Selling sex and intimacy in Paris: trajectories of 
migrant male sex workers

Rebeca Amorim Csalog Migrant women and sexual work: an insight 
on regulation in Lisbon

13:30 – 15:10 Parallel sessions 08

VEZ

QUEER URBAN CIRCULATIONS (1)

Chair(s): Diego Garcia Rodriguez

Gilly Hartal Traveling politics: gay bodies traveling from 
urban spaces

Emma Spruce 
Queer homelessness: troubling 
criminalization, displacement, and privacy in 
the city

Max Andrucki Ceramics and anal-log urban infrastructure

Diego García Queer religious geographies? Becoming a 
queer Muslim in Java

Ting-Fai Yu Queer diffusions, uneven spatialities and the 
construction of homophobia in Hong Kong

DAY 3 - Saturday, 28th September
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13:30 – 15:10 Parallel sessions 08

G2

MARRIAGE EQUALITY AND QUEER ACTIVISM/THEORY

Chair(s): Andrew McCartan

Andrew McCartan The impact of queer activism in and beyond 
the marriage equality campaign in Ireland

Zdenek Sloboda (Homo)normalisation and queer ruptures of 
Czech LGBTQ+ movement post-1989

Discussion with local advocates of marriage equality in Czechias: invited guest Filip 
Milde; (representative of Jsme Fér – We are Fair – coalition for marriage equality in 
Czechia); discussant Michal Pitoňák

15:10 – 15:30 Coffee break

15:30 – 17:10 Parallel sessions 09

LR

PROVINCIALIZING EUROPE: NEW DIRECTIONS IN RESEARCH ON SEXUALITIES, 
GENDER AND MIGRATION (3)

Chair(s): Francesca Stella

Florent Chossière 
From migration to queer asylum: emphasizing 
complexity of migrations and queer migrants’ 
agency

Christian Klesse Bisexuality and asylum case law: reflections on 
the biopolitics of bisexual erasure

Lukasz Szulc Imagining Europe: queer migrant perspectives 
in troubling times

Alessandro Boussalem 
“Oh, you’re here too”: finding space(s) for 
LGBTQ people from a Muslim background in 
Brussels, Belgium

15:30 – 17:10 Parallel sessions 09

PR

QUEER CINEMA: RETHINKING SPACES, HISTORIES, AND INSTITUTIONS

Chair(s): Akkadia Ford

Phevos Kallitsis 
The Greek queer home on celluloid: 
representations of the residential as the 
public/private boundary

Akkadia Ford Reconceptualising film classifications in 
transnational contexts

Ondřej Šerý,  
Pavel Doboš

Programming of the Mezipatra queer film 
festival: between western openness and 
eastern opportunities

Jacob Engelberg 
Rehistoricising female vampires of 1970s 
British cinema: bisexuality, antisemitism, and 
xenoracism

Gary Needham Verticality and the cinematic mapping of 
queer club/sex spaces

DAY 3 - Saturday, 28th September
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15:30 – 17:10 Parallel sessions 09

VEZ

QUEER URBAN CIRCULATIONS (2)

Chair(s): Max Andrucki

Havi Navarro, 
Diego Garcia Rodriguez

Revealing interiors online: Grindr and Nolli’s 
maps in conversation

Natalia Pais Fornari Queer spaces in big cities: challenging notions, 
recreating meanings

Preetika Sharma 
Perceiving the heterosexist city to navigating 
and making of queer spaces: case of a planned 
city of Chandigarh, India

Peter Kumer Motives for rural-to-urban migrations of LGBT 
persons in Slovenia

15:30 – 17:10 Parallel sessions 09

G2

ARE WE ALL SEXUAL CITIZENS?

Chair(s): Cristina Díaz Pérez

Darren de Warren,  
Shirley Ledger

The Queer agenda: How drag queens changed 
hierarchies in a small, Australian city 

Cristina Díaz Pérez 
 “Touring and writing sex and contraception”: 
how to implement the history of sexuality into 
sexual citizenship and education 

Ana Almar Liante Heretic performances: feminism and 
secularism in the Spanish state 

Tammy Birk, 
Suzanne Ashworth

Queer pedagogies and the critical 
cosmopolitan turn

17:10 –  17:30 Coffee break

17:30 – 19:00 Fifth keynote lecture + conference closing

VG
Joanna Mizielińska 

QUEER KINSHIP BEYOND THE PINK CURTAIN  
Discussants: Christian Klesse and Agnès 
Chetaille

Michal Pitoňák End of the V. EGSC conference

SIDE EVENTS OF THE DAY

6:30 - 7:30 Side event

  Morning Prague guided jogging 
tour

Morning Prague guided jogging tour with Jiří 
Vašíček [meeting: close to the conference venue - 
see page 107 for more information]

THERE ARE ONLY LIMITED NUMBER OF SPOTS AT SOME SIDE EVENTS, IF YOU WISH TO ATTEND THEM 
PLEASE REGISTER AT THE REGISTRATION DESK

DAY 3 - Saturday, 28th September
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CONDENSED PROGRAM
TIMETABLE
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